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THE VIMSOPAKA AND ITS QUARTER 
D. C. SIRCAR 


The word virifopaka is mentioned in a number of inscriptions 
as the name of a coin as also of a land measure. The derivative 
meaning of the word is uncertain ; but it seems to be wrongly 
Sanskritised from Prakrit vzsovaga = Sanskrit viri$opaga, ‘belong- 
ing to twenty’, and the wimgsopaka was the twentieth of the 
standard silver coin in value and of the standard land measure 
in area. 


That twenty virssopakas made one silver dramma was 
known to scholars from the celebrated Siyadoni inscription, line 
20 of which mentions half of a vigrahatungzya-dramma as equal 
to ten virmáopakas. This record comes from the Jhansi District 
of U.P. The recently published charter (592 A. D.) of Vishnu- 
shena likewise represents five virm$opakas as the same as one- 
fourth of the silver coin called r&paka.! This inscription comes 
apparently from the Gujarat region. Some early medieval 
inscriptions of the same area speak of wviméopaka as the name 
of a land measure.? 


We have seen that twenty viméopakas are regarded as 
equal to the silver coin called dramma in one record and rüpaka 
in another. This raises the question whether dramma and 
rüpaka may be different names of the same coin. According 
to Bhaskaracharya’s Zlavatz (thirteenth century), 


20 cowrie-shells= 1 £akinz 
80 » = 4 LE) = 1 pana 
1280 a =64 , z16., =1ldramma; 


and the same work further says that the dAaraza (i. e. the silver 
karshapana or puraya), apparently the same as dramma was, 
in weight, equal to twenty four ratis and one-half of a gadyáza.! 
According to a table of equation popular in Eastern India during 
the late medieval period, 


4 cowrie-shells= 1 ganda 
80 9) = 20 , = 1 pana 
1280 " 2320 , =16 , =kahana 


(karshapaga).5 


l. See D.R. Bhandarkar, Carmichael Lectures, 1921, p. 210; CII, 1V, 
p. elxxxix, note 7. 

Ep. Ind., XXX, p. 175, note 2; p. 180, text line 23. 

A. K. Majumdar, T he Chaulukyas of Gujarat, p. 244, 

Above, VII, pp. 82 ff. ; 

Loc. cit. 


EOS e»t? 
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The two tables make it clear that the dramma and karshapana 
(puratia and dharaga) were regarded as the same, even though 
the weight of the former is given as twenty four ratis while that 
of the latter, as known from older works like the Manwsmritz, was 
thirty two ratis. This is because the name karshapana here 


indicates the silver hemidrachmae introduced by the Saka 
Satraps of Western India and- imitated by the Traikutakas, 
Kalachuris and Guptas. In the fifth century A.D. when 
Buddhaghosha flourished, this new karshapana was called 
rudradamaka-karshapana (after the celebrated Saka Satrap 
Rudradaman I, 130-50 A. D.) and was regarded as three- 
fourths of the old karshapava (weighing thirty two ratis) in 
weight and value) The theoretical weight of the new harsha- 
paga was thus twenty four ratis although it was probably some- 
what lighter actually. That the same silver coin was called 
rüpaka since the age of the Guptas is clearly indicated by 
epigraphic evidence. Thus the Gupta silver coins, imitated from 
the Saka silver currency, are called rüpaka in the Baigram 
copper-plate inscription (448 A. D.)? while Kalachuri Krishna- 
raja’s silver coins of the same type are mentioned as krishyaraja- 
rüpaka in the Anjaneri plates (710 A. D.)? 


Just as twenty virifopakas were equal to a silver dramma = 
karshapaga = rüpaka (twenty four ratis theoretically), the shoga- 
dja was one-sixteenth of the same silver coin in value. Since 
the shodasika is comparable to the old copper paga, sixteen of 
which made the old £arshapaga (puraga or dharana) weighing 
thirty two vatis, there is no doubt that the vimáopaka and shoda- 
sila were copper coins. The fact that the virisopaka was equal 
to about one rati of silver also suggests that it was a coin of 
copper and not of silver. 


The coin name vimsopaka is sometimes found in the Prakrit 
form visova in West Indian epigraphs like the Patan inscrip- 
tion of the time of Singhana.* Apparently the same coin is 
called visa (Sanskrit viris) in Kannada inscriptions as in lokkiya- 
visa or the ozsa minted at Lokki or Lokkigundi, i.e modes 
Lakkundi in the Dharwar District of Mysore. EUM 2: 


As regards the land measure call irá 

f a ed viñsopaka, there is 
little doubt that the name survives in the modern iau (Marathi 
visva) which is the twentieth part of a property especially of the 


z Sat Ini dis pd i ie m piions, pp. 158-59. 

catalogs pp. 24142), probably called. disahodrinma ie the 
Face a tally double p nU" in 
AREp. 1933-84, B, K. No. 120, e note T» 


eR 
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standard land {measure called bigh@. according to Wilson's 
glossary. 


If twenty virisopaka (visova, visa) coins of copper were equal 
to one silver coin equated with 1280 cowrie-shells, one vimso- 
paka would be equal to 64 cowrie-shells. But the number of 
cowrie-shells to be equated with a dramma is sometimes given 
differently. Thus, according to a scheme popular in the 
Rajasthan region during the late medieval period, 


5 cowrie-shells= 1 pavzsz 
100 5 = 20 , = 1 lohadiya 
2000 =400 ,, =20 |, “= dramma! 


Although it is difficult to say whether this dramma is the 
same silver money weighing twenty four ratis theoretically or 
the silver tatka or r&pza issued by the Muslim rulers, the name 
pavisa in the above table is interesting since it is clearly 
Sanskrit pada-viméaka or quarter virmíopaka. The gap between 
the old and new rates of exchange, viz. 80 quarter vimésopakas 
=20 wimíopakas -1 dramma and 400 p»avzsas—100 visas or 
vim$opakas —1 dramma, may of course suggest that the dramma 
here is a heavier coin such as the Muslim silver money like the 
rüpza of 80 or 96 ratis. 


The old rate equating 20 vir$opakas with the dramma = 
karshapaga-rüpuka would suggest the equation of 80 pavisas 
(pada-vinsakas = pada-vinsopakas) with one silver coin, and this 
rate seems to suggest further that the word pavzsa was later 
modified to paisa through an intermediate form like pazsz— 
Sanskrit pada-vimsaka, which is the same as pada-vimiíaka 
(pada-vimsopala). 


According to Wilson’s Glossary, paisa (variously written 
as pysa, pyce, pice, etc. in English) was a copper coin which, 
under the native government, varied considerably in weight and 
value, the East India Company’s pice being fixed at the weight 
of 100 grains and rated at 64 to the silver rupee. That it was 
sometimes rated, like the quarter vimiaka or vimsopaka to the 
dramma, at 80 to the rupee is also known from Fryer (1673 A.D.) 
as quoted in the Hobson-Jobson. 


It is interesting to note that the word paisa (pada-virisaka, 
‘1 of 4,’ ie. $5) is not only used to indicate the copper coin a 
number of which are equated with the rupee, but that, in 
Marathi, it also means a land measure which is now regarded 
as equal to 7j bighās. The area of land, of which the paisa 


l. Ep. Ind., XX XIII, p. 238. 
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igi ighás. The fixation of the 
$ originally about 600 bighas. 
E oe moaia of land at the high rate of 24, A DR 10 
drammas in the early medieval records of Gujarat indeed seem 
to refer to a big area. 


1. A.K, Majumdar, The Chaulukyas of Gujarat, p. 244. The purchasing 
power of a silver coin was very high and thc price of the produee 
of the fields was very cheap, Under the circumstances, 10 drammas 


could have been the tax for a vinsopaka. of fallow land only if it 
was a very big arca, 
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PARASA DAYARAMA HOARD OF SILVER 
PUNCH-MARKED COINS 
SHIVAJI SINGH 


[Pls. I-11] 


Parasa Dayarama is a village in the Farenda Tehsil of the 
Gorakhpur District, situated at a distance of about two miles to 
the North-west of the Prandarpur Railway station on the N. E. 
R. It was from the mound of this village that the present 
hoard of silver punch-marked coins was discovered recently. 
The district authorities have kindly allowed the treasure to 
remain under my custody for some time for the purposes of 
classification and study, and I present below the results of my 
initial examination of the hoard. 

This hoard can be studied from different stand points ; but 
here I have confined myself mainly to the task of identifying the 
symbols on obverse and reverse, and the classification of coins. 


Discovery of the Hoard 

The circumstances under which the hoard was discovered 
are worth noting. In course of the U. P. Govt. Scheme of 
Archaeological Explorations in the Gorakhpur Division, being 
carried on under my supervision by the Department of Ancient 
History, Culture and Archaeology, University of Gorakhpur, an 
exploration party consisting of Messrs V.S. Tiwari, K. P. N. 
Singh and R. R. Pal visited the village of Parasa Dayaram on 
March 13, 1964. There, they came to know that a man named 
Sukkhoo had found a hoard (lotiya as the villagers called it) of 
coins a few months back but, as only a few days subsequent to 
that find his daughter-in-law had expired and as his son too had 
fallen seriously ill, he had burried the hoard back to its original 
place at the instance of a local SokAa believing that it was the 
treasure that had brought him the misfortune. They contacted 
him and with great hesitation the man showed the place where 
he had burried the treasure. The party dug-out the present 
hoard, from only a few inches below the surface of the mound. 
This is the first hoard of its kind in Gorakhpur. 


The hoard was kept in a new earthen pot, the original pot 
having been broken and thrown away by Sukkhoo. The hoard 
consisted of 167 silver punch-marked coins and a piece of 10 np 
which Sukkhoo had added to the treasure from his pocket, while 
replacing it, probably as a self-imposed fine for keeping the 
treasure. 
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Obverse Symbols 

-nine marks have been identified on the 
obverse of these coins. The symbols can be studied from 
different angles. The structure of the symbol and S oe e 
isoneangle. The vegetable and animal kingdoms, objects 9 

land, water and sky all have contributed to the component parts 
of the symbol-structure. Again, some structures are products 
purely of the human sense of symmetry. The function of the 
symbol on the coin is another consideration. Every symbol has 
a particular place in the symbol-group and therefore the symbols 
may easily be distinguished as first symbol, second symbol and 
so on. In appendix ‘B’ we have noted the place of every 
symbol. Then, there is a third consideration, v1Z., the meaning 
of the symbol or what is called the problem of symbolism. This 
last aspect of study is quite absorbing and will be taken up 
separately in a subsequet study. We give below only some 
observations on these symbols. 


As many as seventy 


There are two varieties of the sun-symbol la and Ib (Pl D. 
They figure on all classes of coins promiscuously and the 
difference in these two varities does not seem to have any signi- 
ficance. The Shadara-Chakra or the six-armed symbol found on 
these coins is of fifteen varieties, symbols 2a-20 (Pl. I). On 
the obverse of six coins (Nos. 32-37) a particular variety of 
Shadara-Chakra symbol 2i (PI. I, is found constituting 
two loops attached to a handle, a knob-like object and a beetle placed 
between three arrows round a circle with dot. These coins are of 
a known variety! being the same as Patraha Il. X. h; BMC, 
2, V. C.; D. P. 24 Aland APGM, III. E. l.; but it is signi- 
ficant to note that the second-symbol as found on this variety of 
coins in the present hoard is slightly different from the one 
noticed by scholars on this variety of coins from other sources. 
The symbol stag before u twig and an object at the back is a well- 
known fifth symbol but its several variants have not been 
noticed by scholars. On the basis of the differences in the twigs 
and the objects on the back, we may distinguish three definite 


1, While referring to previous works the following abbreviations are 


used :— 
Patraha = Patraha Hoard, (MASI., No. 62) 
BMC. = Catalogue of Indian Coins in the British Museum 


(Coins of Ancient India). 
Durga Prasad’s Classification (NS., Vol. XLV) 


APGM. = The Punch-Marked Coins in the Andhra Pradesh 


Government Museum (Andhr 
Museum Scrics No. b ees oe 


Walsh = Punch-Marked coins from Taxila (MASI. No. 59) 


Gokulavana = Gokulavana Hoard f i 
Vol. XXI, pp. 16117) 4 Ep UA 


D.P. = 
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varieties of this symbol 23a-23c (PI. 1). One of the obverse 
symbols (52, Pl. I) are seen perhaps for the first time on the 
coins of this hoard. Symbol 54 (Pl. may be a new symbol 
or the remains of the symbo! goat with a cluster of five dots at the 
tack standing before a tree in railing (Symbol 126, APGM., 
Pl. ID. One symbol could not be restored completely and is 
thus given in its incomplete form (55, P], D. 


Reverse Marks 

There are a large number of marks on the reverse of the 
coins. It is not easy to identify all of them. Forty-three of 
these marks have, however, been identified as given on PI. II. 
A comparison of these marks with those found on the punch- 
marked coins of other hoards will be attempted separately in a 
subsequent study, but it may be pointed out here that certain 
theories propounded on the relation of the reverse marks with 
mark or marks on the obverse will have to be revised in the 
light of the present hoard. We mention here only one example. 
Dr. P. L. Gupta has derived the conclusion that the reverse 
marks on the Maurya coins are of two types ‘original’ and 
‘counter-struck’ and that the ‘original marks were punched along 
with the obverse marks, and are of the same siae as the marks on 
the obverse’. Several Mauryan coins of the present hoard (e.g. 
Nos. 84-89) have caduceus on both the sides, obverse as well 
as the reverse. It is clear from these coins that the size of 
caduceus is not the same on the two sides, the reverse caduceus 
being invariably smaller and thinner in size. Therefore, only 
on the basis of equality in size, it is not safe to think 
that these marks were punched simultaneously both on the 
obverse and the reverse. 


Classification 


The system of classification followed here is based upon 
the place of a symbol in a symbol-group. Sun and shadara- 
chakra figure on the obverse of almost all the coins except those 
of classes XVI and XVII. They are taken to be the first 
and second symbols respectively. The remaining symbols, 
excluding 7, 12, 24 and 49 (Pl. L, have been identified as third 
or class symbols, fourth or group symbols and fifth or variety 
symbols. Mark 49 singly and marks 7, 12 and 24 collectively 
replace the first three symbols in the symbol-group. Thus, 
various classes, groups and varieties have been distinguished. 
One class may have several groups and one group may have 
several varieties. This system of Classification, proposed by 
Dr. P. L. Gupta’, is scientific and fits in also with the consi- 
dérations of fabric and reverse marks etc. 


1. JNSI, Vol. X, p. 48. 
2, Ibid, Vol. XII, pp. 136-140; APGM, p. 64 
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The classes have been Em a rage ios ne Hs 
i ionally not gr 1 
sepes parl pue ee df the fact that, although some 
ee e known to be pre-Mauryan or Mauryan, there are 
d a ees whose position on the chronological scale is 
Benin the present state of our knowledge. In his work 
The Punch-Marked Coins in the Andhra hs dl 
Museum published in 1960, P. L, Gupta m E * T 
various classes of punch-marked coms into de rono iU 
rods. But there is clearly a confusion about these so called 
E He has himself noted that the coins classified by 
him under period IV are ‘intermediatory between the coins of 
periods II and III. As the period II denotes late pre-Mauryan 
and period III Mauryan, one fails to understand What Dr. 
Gupta means by such a. statement. Again, it causes surprise 
when he notes further that 'period V is tentatively attributed 
to a variety of coins’ which ‘may belong to period III or to a 
later period’? It is evident that the so called ‘periods’ of 
Gupta are no periods at all. They are, at the most, only 
categories of classes. 


There are seventeen classes of coins in the present hoard. 
Coins of one or more groups are represented in every class and 
similarly one or more varieties figure in every group. 


Class I 
The class having a hare to right with three taurines 
27, Pl. I) as its distinguishing mark is represented by a single 
coin (No. 30). It has a palm tree (35, Pl. i) and an elephant 
to right (22b Pl. I) respectively as its group and variety 
marks. This is a known variety being the same as Walsh, B 


(b) 1; Patraha, III. VIII. 2; BMC, 6. V. a, c; DP, 28A, 
and APGM, I.D. 1. 


Class II 
The class with a bull to right on a five-arched hill symbol (4, 
Pl. I) as its mark has two coins (Nos. 3 and 31). Both of them 
have a triangle-headed standard with four taurines (32, 
PI. I) as their group mark and an elephant to right (22b, 
PI. I) as their variety mark. Thus they belong to one and the 
same variety which is the same as Walsh Cl; Patraha, III. II. 
b ; BMC, 6. II. e ; DP, 25À,, and APG, II. F. 1. 
Class III 
. T'wo coins (Nos. 1 and 2) are of the class which is distin- 
guished by a íree on a five-arched hill (5, Pl. D. Both of 
l. Ibid, p. 65. 


2. JNSI, Vol. VIII, p. 128, 
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them belong to one and the same group with a bull to right 


(21a, PL D as their fourth mark, but they are of different 
varieties. 


j Var.a. Coin No.1 has an elephant to right (22a, PI, I) 
as its fifth mark and is the same as Walsh, L1 ; Patraha, III. 
Vlla; BMC, 6. Vla; DP, 17A, and APGM, II. G(a). 1. 


Varb. b. Coin No. 2 has a circle with a dot flanked by two 
taurines (34, PIL 1) as its variety mark and is the same as 
Walsh, L2 and BMO, 6. VI. b. 


Class IV 
The class with a hare to right on a five-arched hill (3, Pl. 1) 
as its distinguishing mark has ten coins (Nos. 4-13) in this 
hoard. These coins are distinguishable into two groups based 
on their fourth marks. 


GROUP A. The first nine coins belong to one group with 
a bull to right (21a. PII) as their fourth mark. Coin 
No. 12 has indistinct fifth mark. It is not possible, therefore, 
to assign it to a particular variety. The remaining coins are of 
the following four varieties : 


Var. a. Coin No. 4 has a circle with a dot flanked by two 
taurines (34 Pl. 1) as its fifth mark and is of the same 
variety as Walsh, A7; Patraha, III. IV. d; BMC, 6. Ill. d ; 
DP, 2942 and APGYM, II. H(a). 3. 


Var. b. Coin Nos. 5 and 6 have a thick wavy line (51, PL 1) 
as their variety mark and are the same as Walsh, A5; 
Patraha, III. IV. f; BMC, 6. III. f and DP, 29A,. 


Var. e. Four coins (Nos. 7-10) have an elephant to right 
(22b, Pl. D as their fifth mark and are of the same 
variety as Walsh, Al; Patraha, III. IV.b ; BMC, 6. III. C ; 
DP, 29A, and APGM, II. H(a). 2. 


Var. d Coin No. 11 has four beetles in a pond (45, Pl. I) 
as its fifth mark. This coin is of the same variety as 
Walsh, A4 ; Patraha, III. IV.h; BMC, 6. IIIg; DP, 29A, ; 
APGM, II.H(). 7. 

GROUP B: Of this class is represented by a single coin 
(No. 13) which has a frog (48, Pl. I) as its group mark. 
The fifth mark on this coin is indistinct. This is a coin of 
group II. H.(b). of APG. 


Class V 


This class is distinguished by the mark siz-arched hill 
(7, Pl. 1). Two coins (Nos. 16 and 17) belong to this 
class. Both of them are of one and the same variety with 


Pa 4 

| 
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(47, Pl. D and two beetles in a 


iwo beetles in a rectangle tively as their f ourth and fifth 


j o (SY 46) respec 
S-shaped curve (SY mbol DRE DEAS 

7 same variety as : 
IE i 20, ERE and, APQM, TI: A. 1 Tbe 


coin No. 16 has an extra sixth mark four dotted circles in a long 
rectangle (53, Pl. I) also on its obverse. 
Class VI 

X threearched gate (8, Pl. D is the disting- 
EU ae class. Tele coins (Nos. 18-29) that 
belong to this class have alla hare with a pup in ts mouth 
(26, Pl. D as their fourth mark and thus constitute only one 
group. The fifth mark on these coins (Nos. 27 and 21) is not 
clear and that on coin No. 29 it is totally missing. Their variety 
cannot be ascertained. The remaining coins are of the following 
four varieties : 

Var.a. Two coins (Nos. 18-19) have a tree in a railing 
of six squares (17, PI. I) as their fifth mark. They constitute 
a variety which is the same as Patraha, II. XI. t; BMC, 2. 
VIII. b; DP, 39 B, and APGA, II. K. 2. 

Var.b. Two coins (Nos. 20-21) have a bud-like object 
flanked by flags and semi-eiveles (42 Pl. D as their fifth 
mark. They are of the same variety as Patraha, II. XI. b; 
BMC, 2. Vil. e.g.; DP, 29B, and APG, II. K. 7. 


Var.c. Three coins (Nos. 22-24) have caduceus with its 
circles placed at a distance (36a, Pl. 1) as their fifth mark. 
They represent the same variety as Patraha, lI. XI. c; BMC, 
2. VII. h; DP, 39B, and APGM, II. K. 4. 


Var. d. Two coins (Nos. 25-26) have four taurines 
around a solid circle (29, Pl. I) as their fifth mark. They 


constitute the same variety as Patraha, IL. XI. d. BMC 
2. VII. k and APM, II. K. 3. p T R 


Class VH 

Two coins (Nos. 48-49) belong 

a bow with an arrow and a taurine 

distinguishing mark. Both of them 
circles placed one over the other (36b, Pl 

, Pl. D and a four- 

squared square (14, P]. I) respectively, as their s 


and fifth marks. They constitute a vari 3 x 

a variet hich , 
as Patraha, II. V.]; BMC, 2. IX. d S t Bee 
APGM, IV. A. 1. , , , an 


to class VII and have 
below (38, Pl. D as its 
have a caduceus with its 


Class VIII 


Twenty one coins (Nos. 50-70) belo i i 
PET : ng to this class which 
is distinguished by the class mark tree on a railing with a 


taurine on either side (16, Pl. D. All the Genes oh NG 
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class have caduceus as their fourth mark but as the caduceus 
symbol is of two kinds, they may be separated into two groups: 


GROUP A: First fifteen coins of this class form a group 
with one, probably an earlier variety of caduceus (36a, Pl. D). 
Broadly speaking, these coins are of the following two varieties. 

Var.a. Four coins (Nos. 50-53) have four-squared square 
with dumb-bells and taurines placed diagonally (13, Pl. 1) 
as their fifth mark. These coins are, thus, of the same variety 
as Patraha, Il. V. i; BUC, 2. IV. g; DP, 30 A, and APG M, 
IV. B. 2. 


Var. b. Eleven coins (Nos. 54-64) have a stag before a twig 
and an object at the back as their fifth mark and constitute a 
variety which is the same as Patraha, Il. V. a-h; BMC, 2. 
IV. ch; DP, 2 A, and APGM, IV. B. 1. The coins of 
this variety are very mteresting. A minute observation of these 
coins discloses that they may be further separated into sub- 
varieties. The second symbol (2d, Pl. 1) on the first five 
coins (Nos. 54-58) is different from that which figures on the 
remaining coins (Nos. 59-64) of this group which have the symbol 
(2e, Pl. 1) as their second mark. Again, there are marked diffe- 
rences in the twigs and the objects at the back of the stag and 
on the basis of these differences, three variants of this symbol 
(23a, 23b & 23c, Pl. 1) may be clearly recognised. The coins 
of this variety may, theretore, be distinguished into the follow- 
ing four sub-varieties : 

Var. by. Four coins (Nos. 54-57) are of one type having 
symbols 21 and 23b (PI. i) respectively as their second and 
fifth marks. 


Var. bg. Coin No. 58 represents another sub-variety for, 
although it has the same second symbol as that on the 
coins of the previous variety, its fifth mark (23c, Pl) is 
different. 

Var. b, Coin Nos. 59-60 have symbols 2e and 23a 
(Pl.I) as their second and fifth marks both of which are 
different from the corresponding marks on the coins of the sub- 
varieties b, and b}. 

Var. ba. Four coins (Nos. 61-64) have the same second 
symbol as that on the coins of Var. bj, but their fifth mark is 
different from the corresponding mark of var. b, and resembles 
the fifth mark found on the coins of Var. b,. 


GROUP B: The second group of class VIII is distin- 
guished by the second variety of the caduceus (36b, Pl. I). 
Six coins (Nos. 65-70) of the present hoard belong to this 
group. Two variants of the stag before a twiy symbol are 
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found as fifth mark on these coins, hence they may be grouped 
into two sub-varieties. IC 

5 Var. a Coins Nos. 65, 66 and 70 form one sub-variety by 
having the symbol 23c (Pl. D as their fifth mark. 


The remaining three coins of this group (Nos. 67 


Var. dy ve symbol 23b (Pl. I) as 


69) form another sub-variety and ha 
their fifth mark. 
Class 1X 

This class, which has a (all to right with a fish on the back and 
another under the mouth (44, Pl, I) as its distinguishing mark, 
is represented by six coins (Nos. 39-44). The interesting 
feature of the six-armed symbol varying within a class, as 
noticed in case of Class VIII, continues to be a feature of the 
present class too. On the basis of their fourth marks, the coins 
of this class may be distinguished into two groups : 

GROUP A: Coin Nos. 39-42 fall into one group, for all 
of them have the same variant of caduceus (36b,Pl. D) on 
them which characterises their group. The fifth mark on 
coin No. 41 is indistinct. The other coins of this group are of 
the following two varieties : 

Var.a. Coin Nos. 39 and 40 constitute one variety with 
symbol 23a (Pl. I) as their variety mark. This variety is the 
same as BMC, 2.1V. k-l and Gokulavana, var. ll. The 
six-armed symbol on these two coins is not the same. Coin No. 39 
has the symbol 2d (Pl. I) while coin No. 40 has the symbol 2e 


(Pl). They may be taken to represent two sub-varieties of 
coins. 


Var.b. Coin No. 42 has two dots placed side by side and 
each surrounded by five dots (55, Pl.) as its fifth mark, 
This may be a new variety. If, however, these dots are 
remains. of a goat standing before a tree in railing with a cluster of 
Jive dots at the back, this coin will represent the same variety as 


Patraha, II. VI. b; DESS EEG 
APGM, 1V. C. 1. 2; Gokulavana, var, 10 and 


GROUP B: 


Two coins (Nos, 43-44). have four  taurines round a 


solid circle (29, Pl, 1) as their 
mark on coin No. 43 has sitio cse 


ry (Pl. ] as its fifth k 
This is either a new variety or the sam e 
e Pat z 
BMC, 2. IV. m ; Gokulavana, var. 13 T A UE UE 2 
; IV.D. 1. 
; Class X 
Coin No. 14 is different from all ot 


and is the sole representative of its s Nur e 


Ss. It has, besides the 
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sun and shadara-chakra, a — six-arched hill with dumb-balls 
(10, PI. D and a thick S-shaped mark in a square (52, PI, D. 
It is a coin of the same group os Bahal, Coin No. 40 but 
represents a different, probably a new variety. 


Class XI 


The class distinguished by the mark tAreearched hill with 
three taurines over it (11, Pl. I) is represented by one 
coin (No. 15). It has respectively the symbols 29 and 33 (PJ. I) 
as its group and variety marks. Coins of this group and variety 
belong to other classes also e. g., APG.M, IV. D. 2, but under 
the present class, it constitutes a variety which is the same as 
Gokulavana, var. 22. 

Class XII 

Six coins (Nos. 32-37) ofthe hoard are of one class and 
have a flask-like object surrounded by six taurines (30a, Pl, 1) 
as their class mark. All these coins have four beetles in 
a pond (45, Pl. D as their group mark and stylized 
branch of a tree (20, Pl, D as their variety mark. Thus 
they belong to the same variety as Patraha, II. X. h; BMO, 
2. V. C; DP, 24A, and APGM, III, E. 1. These coins, 
although of a well-known variety, are significant for the parti- 
cular type of Shadara-chakra found on these coins is different from 
that which is reported to accompany this symbol group. It is not 
the type three loops with handle placed between arrows as has been 
identified on this variety of coins by scholars but a loop with 
handle, a knob-like ohject and a beetle between three arrows 
(21, Pl. D which figures on these coins. 


Class XIII 
The mark siz taurines round a solid circle (30b, Pl. 1) 
is the distinguishing mark of this class which is represen- 
ted by a single coin (No. 38) of this hoard. It has symbols 45 
and 55 (PJ, I) respectively as its group and variety marks. The 
coin belongs to the same variety as BMC, 2. V. d. The 
symbol 55 which is shown on P].Iin its incomplete form is 
perhaps the bird on a tree symbol as seen on BMC, p. 42. 
Class XIV 
Coin No. 43 is the sole representative of the class distingui- 
shed by a human figure in a dancing or fighting pose 
(50a, Pl. 1). It has a leaf-less tree in a four-squared railing 
(18, Pl. f) as its group mark and à bull to right (21a, Pl. D 
as its variety mark. It represents the same variety as Gokula- 
vana, var. 25 and APG, ITI. G. 1. 


Class XV 
Ninety one coins (Nos. 71-161) have the well-known erescent 
on a three-arched hill symbol as their class mark, On the basis 
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ins are Í : classified 

j -th and fifth marks, these coins are further c 
rd etos and varieties. Nine SoS Wee 1 neck 
is class have indistinct fourth and fifth marks. T) i 

Eu E are not clear. It is not possible, therefore, to assign 
the XR ; particular groups and varieties. The remaining 
tuns of Bab eros belong to the following seven groups : 


GROUP A: Six coins (Nos. 71-76) have four OES n a 
pond (45, Pl. D as their fourth mark. The sen sy m el 
on two ‘coins (Nos. 71 and 72) is not clear enough to be 
identified. The remaining coins are of two varieties : 


Var.a. Three coins (Nos. 73-75) have the branch of a tree 

reir fifth mark. These coins are of the same variety as 

cae II. X. b; BMC, 2. V. a; D. P, 40 C, and APG M, 

Ill A (b). 3. Itis worth noting that the tree branch on coin 73 
(19 Pl, D is different than that on coins 74 and 75 (20 P]. D. 


Var.b. Coin No. 76 has a bull to right (21a, Pl. D 
as its fifth mark and constitutes a different variety of Gronp A. 


GROUP B: Thirteen coins (Nos. 77-89) have caduccus 
(36b, Pl. D as their fourth or group mark. Two coins 
(Nos. 77 and 14) have no traces of the fifth mark. The 
remaining coins are of the following four varieties : 


Var. a. Coin Nos. 78 and 79 have four crescents round a 
solid circle (40a, Pl, i) as their variety mark. 

Var. b. Four coins (Nos. 80-83) have three taurines round 
the head of a tortoise (28, Pl. I) as their fifth mark. 


They represent the same variety as Patraha, II. III. c; BMC, 
2. IlI. b; D. P, 40 A, and Bairat! Coin No. 7. 


Var. c. Coin No. 85 has a stag before a twig with an object 
at the back (23b, PI. i) as its fifth mark and represents 
the same variety as BMC, 2. IV. b. 


Var. d. Four coins (Nos. 86-89) have triskelis with arms 
to right (41-41b, Pl. I) as their fifth mark. They represent 
the same variety as Patraha, If. 1V. C. and APG, Ill. A (b). 3. 

GROUP C: Twenty coins (Nos. 90-109) form one group 
with three branches of a tree at the corner of a railing 
(15, Pl. I) as their fourth mark. These coins mz i 
further into the following four varieties : uen 


Var.a. Coin No. 91 has for its fifth mark the symbol 55 
(Pl. D, This mark is quite clear on the lower left corner of the 
coin but it is partly punched and therefore the exact struct 
of the symbol cannot be restored with certainty aa 


l. Ibid, p. 26. 
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Var.b. Sixteen coins (Nos. 92-107) have a bull to right 
with a taurine under ita mouth (21b, Pl. 1) as their fifth mark. 
They represent a variety which is the same as Patraha, II. I. a; 
BMC, 2. I. a; DP, 40J, and APG M, II. A (c). 1. 


,Far.c. Coin No. 108 has a human figure (50b, Pl. I) 
as its fifth mark. It is a rare variety of punch-marked 


coins. A coin of this variety is known from a Taxila hoard, 
now in Banaras Hindu University.) 


Var. d. Coin No. 109 has as its fifth mark a triangle headed 
standard under an arch flanked by a taurine on either side. It is a 
variant of symbol 32 (PI. D. This represents the variety BMO, 
2. I. d; DP, 40 J, and APGM, III. A. (c)2. 


GROUP D: Thirteen coins (Nos. 110-122) belong to this 
group with peacock on a fivearched hill (6,Pl.Y) as their 
fourth mark. Three of these coins (Nos. 110, 121 and 122) 
have indistinct fifth marks and their variety cannot be ascer- 
tained. The remaining ten coins belong to a single variety and 
have a steel-yard (43, Pl. 1) as their fifth mark. They are of 
the same variety as Patraha, II. a-b; BMC 2. Il. a-b; DP, 
40B, and AGM, III. A (d). 1. 


GROUP E: Seven coins (Nos. 125-129) constitute a group 
with a palm in a square (symbol 37) as their fourth mark. Six 
coins of this group are of one variety and one coin is of another 
variety. 

Var.a. Coin Nos. 123-128 have a bull to the right with 
taurine under its mouth as their fifth mark. They represent 
the same variety as Patraha, II. VIIL b ; BMC, 2. IV. v ; 
DP, 40G. and APG, III. A (e). 1. 


Var. b. Coin No. 129 has a human figure on a platform 
with two taurines placed on either side (31, Pl.l) as its 7 
fifth mark. The symbol seems to be an incomplete form of the 
symbol in which the human figure is placed on a pole in a 
railing flanked by taurines. Thus it represents a known variety 
being the same as Patraha, II. Villa; BMC, 2. IV. u; DP, 
40G, and APGM, III. A (e). 2. 


GROUP F: 


Eighteen coins (Nos. 130-147) constitute a group with a 
hare with a pup in the mouth, holding the pup at the back 
(26, Pl. 1) as their common fourth mark. Coin Nos. 131 
and 143-145 have indistinct fifth mark on them. The 
remaining coins may be classified into the following two 
varieties : 


|. Ibid, XIII, P. 59, PI. IIT. 6, 
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139 and 132-142) form one 


. ;elve coins (Nos. EUR ; 
forse Ewen ; flags and semi-circles on either 


group having à bud-like object with à 
ir f rk This is the same 

j PLI) as their fifth mark. 
RS URS pata IXLa; BMC, 2. Vll a-d; DP, 40H, 


and APGM, Ill. A (a). 2. fice er 

Tar.b. Coin Nos. 146 and 147 are represen uv ‘ 
Ny and have an elephant to right (22a, PI. D 
as their variety mark. They constitute the same yoveiy as 
Patraha IL XI. i; BMO, 1. I. a-b; DP, 40H, and Al G.M, 


III. A (a). 1. 


GROUP G: 

Five coins (Nos.148-152) have a tree on a four-squared 
railing (18, PI.) as their fourth mark, The fifth mark on 
coin No. 148 is indistinct. The rest of the coins may be 
grouped into the following three varieties which seem to be new 
to our knowledge. 

Var.a. Two coins (Nos. 149 and 150) have an arrow 
with a bow and a dot on either side (39, PI I) as their fifth mark 
and form the first variety of this group. 

Var.b. Coin No. 151 has four crescents round a circle 
(40b. Pl, D) as its fifth mark and constitutes the second variety 
of this group. 

Var. c. Coin No. 152 has a bull to right (21a, Pl. i) 
on it and constitutes the third variety of this group. 


Class XVI 


Three coins (Nos. 162-164) constitute a class of their own. 
These coins do not have the usual first three symbols on them. 
The place of the usual symbols on these coins is occupied by 
the mark of three human figures with dots (49, Pl. D. 
They may be further classified into two groups : 

*ROUP A: Coin No. 162 has a hare with a pup in its 
mouth (26, Pl. I) as its group mark and a bud-like object 
flanked by flags and semi-circle on both sides (42, P]. D. as 
its variety mark. It represents the same variety as BMC, 2. 
I. h. The coin is similar to the coins of variety XV. F.a. of 
the present hoard except that the usual symbol on it has been 
substituted by the three human figures. 


GROUP B: Two coins (Nos. 163 and 164) belong to 
the second group of this class. They have the symbol three 
branches of a tree on the corner of a railing (15, Pl, I) and 
a spider with an elephant (25, P]. 1) respectively as their 
group and variety mark. Thus, they represent the same variety 
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as Patraha, IL I.f; BMC, 2.1.g; DP, 42A, and AP 
III. Bib). 1. ; RM, 


Class XVII 


Three coins (Nos. 165-167) have the marks of three apear- 
heads over an oval placed on two posts (12, Pl. 1), siz-arched 
hill (7, Pl. 1) and a pup on a railing pole (24, Pl. 1) as their first 
three marks. These symbols have taken the place of the usual 
first three symbols on the punch-marked coins. Thus 
they form a class of their own. 


These coins may be further classified into groups and 
varieties : 


GROUP A: Coin No. 165 has a caduceus (36b, Pl, D) 
and three taurines round the head of a tortoise (28, Pl. l) as its 
fifth mark. But for the first three marks, the coin is similar 
to the coins of variety XV. B. b of the present hoard. 


GROUP B: Coin No. 166 has three branches of a tree on 
the corner of a railing (15, Pl. D and a spider with an elephant 
(25, PI. 1) as its fourth and fifth marks. ‘The coin is similar 
tothe coins of varieties XV. C. and XVI. B of the present 
hoard ; only its first three usual symbols are different. 


GROUP C: Coin No. 167 is also the sole representative 
of its group and variety among the coins of class XVII. It has 
a peacock on a five arched-hill (6. Pl.1) and a steel-yard 
(43, Pl. 1) respectively as its group and variety marks. But 
for the first three symbols, the coin is similar to the coins of 
variety XV. D. of the present hoard. 


APPENDIX A 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF THE COINS IN 
PARASA DAYARAMA HOARD | 


Note:—The obverse and reverse symbols refer to the symbols 
illustrated respectively on Pl. I and Pl, II accompanying m papt 
Question. mark after a symbol (2e ?, 8? etc.) means that Rd 5 
is identified tentatively. Question marks standing indepen en y e 
denote that the symbol is indistinct and uode den ne das! 
mark (—) indicates that the symbol is totally absent. cig 2 3e 
given in grammes and sizes in centimeters. The measuremen 3 x 
of one or two sides in case of respectively the square and rectangular 

^coins; and in case of the circular and elleptical coins, the measure- 
ments are respectively of the diameter and the mel E 
axes. Following abbreviations have been used to indica . 


3 
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Scal; Ro rectangular ; 
in EE es cllepricali RE 
coins ; C=circular ; el x ae 
UE x Ede anéclar with respectively rue Dur "d 
ae rners ges off; S=square ; Sy, So m 
EE one, two, three or four corners clippe i 


[t 
p 
P 
Ü 
Nn 
i 
bA 


Reverse EN | 
? : T5 3€ Symbols ate 
Con g, Size Weight S 368 (identi- Reference 
No 8 y Z= fied) 
v 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


1 Ry, 20x16 306 1b22,5,21a,22a $ 1,7,10,14 P]. HI. 1 
2 R L7x13 317 1&2a521a54 1 1 

3 R 21x15 307 1a2b4.522b 3 1225  PLIIL2 
4 Ry 21x14 330 1a2b321434 1 25 

5 R, 18x17 316 1b,2b,3,21a,51 5 13e 

6 R,l9x16 316 1b25321451 6 23  PLHL3 
7 R,20xl8 291 1b2b,321a,22b 6 4,10,33 

20x16 301 1b,2b,3,210,22b 5 25 

19x13 311 1b,2b,3,21a,22b 6 1,11,15b P] IIL 4 


L9xL6 315 1b,2b,3,21a,22b 5 15a 


R, 
Ra 
R, 
11 R, 18x13 335 1b,2b,3,21a,45 2 
R, 18x15 325 1bj2bj3;1a,? 3535 
R, 14x12 1:60* 1b,2b,3,48,? 2 
C 14 3:26 1a,2n,10,52 2. 85 PL ili, 5 
R, 14x13 327 1b2,11,33,29 4 5,15a,35 P]. Ili. 6 
16 R,20x14 311 1b,2m,7,47,46 3 LAS 
17 E 21x16 312 1b,2m,7,47,46 and 3 
additional 53 


* This coin is broken, 
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: Reverse 
Coin 9 Size Weight Obverse '6.2 Symbols — Plate 
No. S symbols S.S (identi- Reference 
(22) Zea fied) 
TARE 15.3 4 5 GF 8 
18 E 18x16 2:90 1b,2c,8,26,17 2 8 PLIL? 
19 R 16x10 321 1b,—,8,26?,17 4 5,26 
20 R,I5x172 325 1b,2c,8,26,42 2 ilk) 
21 R 13x11 322 1b,2c,8,26,42 2 28 
22 R, 1'4x1.2 3:36 -1b,2c,8,26,36a 222525 
23 R, 16x15 327 1b,2c,8,26,36a $ o 10 
24 R, 17x16 322 1b,2c,8?,26,36a 4 15b,35 
25 R L6xL2 313 1a,2c,8?,26,29 3 24c,28 
26 E 18x15 323 1bjc,8,26,29 2 
27 R, 16x13 311 1b,2c,8,26,? 3220 
28 E 1.7x1'4 336 1b,2c,8,26,? 220735 
29. S 1.1 3:26 1b,2c,8?,26,— 4 3,26 
30 R, 22x13 318 1b,2b,227,35,22]b 3 17,25 P1. I.8 
31 R, 2Z1x13 309 1a,2b,4,32,22b 4 
32 S, 14 $332 15213044520 1 6 
33 R, 15x12 3 35 1b,2i,30a,45,20 2 WS 
34 R, 17x11 331 1b,2i,30a,45,20 2 Zla 
35 S4 14 3:35 1b,2i,30a,45,20 2 
36 S, 13 335 1b,2i,300,45,20 2 35 
37 C 1:6 3:34 1b,2i,30a,45,20 2 


1 CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj.Lucknow i 
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visysbos Plate 
Com & Sie Weight oe c E Was 
n Za fed) 

b SUME, 4 5 a 7 S 

38 R, 17x12 3:20 1b,20,30b,45,55? 2 23 PI. Hl. 9 

BORRES aes 3:22 1a,2,44,36b,23a 4 31 

Ry Ge aks 3.21 1b,2e,44,36b,23a 2 31 

41 E 1.4 x1.3 3.27 1b,—,44,36b,? 2 

42 S 1.2 3.29 1a,2f,44,36b,54 22819:94 

43m 1557x152 53:33, 712521,44529,54. il 9 PI. IJI. 10 

44 E 1.3x1.2 3.20 1b,2f,44,29,? 2 9 PI. III, 11 

45 R, 1.6x1.3 3.20 1b,21,50a,18,21a 1 29 

46 C iL 3.16 1b,212,—,29,— 1 9 

47 C 1.6 3.16 1b,21,—,29,— 2 15a 

48 R, 19x11 3.11 1b,2g,38,36b,14 3 21a 

49 R, 16x13 3.17 1a,2g,38,36b,14 3 PI. Ill. 12 

50 R, 14x11 3.18 1b,2h,16,362,13 2 35 

51 R, 13x11 3.26 1b,2h,16,36a,13 2 Pl. fil. 13 

52 RK, 1.5x1.3 3.22 1b,2h,16,36a,13 1 35 

S9MSREEIUSbOIZ285:2151b;2b5162362,139 3 J4 

54 R, 14x11 3.10 1a,2d,16,36a,23b 3 36 PI ii. 14 


56 R 13x12 3.10 


SL. B95 


1a,2d,16,360,23b 4 13b,31 
1a,2d,16,36a,23b 1 36 


1b,2d,16,360,23b 2 36 
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Reverse 
Coin & Size Weight Obverse ‘6 & Symbols Plate 
No. .8 symbols 3 8 (identi- Reference. 
up ZA fied) 
1 32 3 4 5 6 7 8 
58 9 15x12 3.21 1b,2d,16,36a,23c 1 31 


R 
59 R 14x1.1 3.26 1a,2e,16,36a,23a 2 36 PI. fil. 15 
S 


60 153 3.22 1b,2e,16,360,23a 3 

61 E 16x1.3 3.12 la,2e?,16,36a,23b 1 36 

62 R, 14x12 3.24 1aj2e16,362,23b 1 PI. Ill. 16 
63 E L5x14 3.14 1b,2e?,16,36a,23b 1 36 

64 E L5x14 3.19 1b,2e?,16,36a,23b 1 PI. Ill, 17 
65 E 15x13 3.32 1,2¢?,16,36b,23c 2 36 

66 15 . 3.26 1b,2e,16,36b,23c 1 31 


16x11 325 1b,2e,16,36b,23b? 3 7,7 P1 II. 18 
14 36 12,202,16,36b,223b 2 31 
1b,2e2,16,36b,23b 3 14,31 


d 
m 
aS 
x 
m= 
m 
w 
N 
(e) 


1b,2e?,16,36b,23c 1 36 


a 
o 

ES. b lel (y dep 9 
n 
wr 
x 
EN 
w 
w 
is 
u 


r= 


1.3x1.2 3.26 1a,2k,9,45,? 3 19,31 
1a,21,9,45,? 1 Pl. III. 19 


M N 
w dS 
nA 5 
C» co 
m m 
A w 
x x 
m m 
Il HB 
w Ww 
oS w 
= m 


1b,21,9,45,19 3 24c,35 


1.4x1.0 3.31 1b,21,9,45,20 1 


N 

dmm 

w 
[ef 


1b,21,9,45,20 3 36 P], Ill. 20 


M 
on 
ps 
rs 
m 
[99 
x 
tx. 
dS 
w 
w 
NS 


16x1.) 3.17 1b,21,9,45,2la  — 


es 


1a,2k,9,36b,— 2 36 


N 
MY 
wn ø 
x 
LA 
ro 
x 
re 
m 
(a5) 
= 
© 
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Coin 
No. 


o 
Q. 
3 

a 

ui 


N 


PO a EN 


A 


JOURNAL OF T 


Size 


Weight 


HE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Obverse 
symbols 
5 
1a,2k,9,36b,40a 
1b,2k,9,36b,40a 
1a,21,9,36b,28 


1a,21,9,36b,28 
1b,21,9,36b,28 
1b,21,9,36b,28 
1b,21,9,36b,— 
1b,21,9,36b,23b 
1b,21,9,36b,41b 
1b,21,9,36b,41b 
1b,21,9,36b,41b 
1b,21,9,36b,41a 
1a,2k,?,15,25 
1a,2k,9,15,55 
1a,2k,9,15,21b 
1a,2k,9,15,21b 
1a,21,9,15,21b 
1a,21,9,15,21b 
1a,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21 9,15,21b 


[Vol. XXVI 


Reverse 
5 2 Symbols Plate 
6 8 (identi- Reference 
zza 


fied) 
6 7 8 
TESO 


2 36 PI. ili. 21 


3 30,36 
3 248,31 
917531534€ 
MEAT 

id Sil 

)- 3l 
2-31 

hs 33) 

TS 31 

2, 31 
152027 

1 

15 28 


2 27 Pl. III. 22 
2 28 


i 28 
i 43 
1.28 
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1964] 

S 2 Size 
n 

1 2 3 

98 R, 15x12 

99 R 15x13 
100 S 1.4 
101 R, 1.8x1.2 
102 R, 1.6 x 1.4 
103 R Txis 
104 R, 17x1.6 
105 R L6x1.4 
106 S 1.5 
107 C 1.6 
108 R,16x1.5 
109 R, 1.6x1.4 
110 R, 1.6x1.1 
111 R 1.4x1.1 
112 R 1.4x1.1 
113 R; 1.7x1.1 
114 S 1.4 
115 Ro 13 «1-2 
116 R, 15x12 
AW 19. 35 plo 
118 R, 16x1.3 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lu 


Weight 


Obverse 
symbols 
5 

Jb,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 


1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,21b 
1b,21,9,15,50b 
1b,21,9,15,32? 
1b,2k,9,6, ? 
1a,2k,9,6,43 
1a,21,9,6,43 
1a,21,9,6,43 
1a,21,9,6,43 
1a,21,9,6,43 
12,21,9,6,43 
12,2 ,9,6,43 


1b,21,9,6,43 


os 
© 
[s] 
Z 


Reverse 

X Symbols 
S (denti- 

= fied) 

(5 

n Ae 

i 29 

te 43 

2 28 

1 28 

1 28 
IS 

1 28 

Bee KS 

28 

128 

| ws 
le Se 
LO 
2 - So 
I 345 
l .86 
2| .— 30) 
1 36 
i 8$ 
1S0 
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Plate 
Reference 


PI. II. 23 


cknow 


3 


lee 
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Reverse 
qu g se Wem Depp iM. mRobrone 
a = fied) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
119 R, 1.6x1.3 3.00 1b,21,9,6,43 2 35 
120 S, 1.5 3.16 1b; ?),9:6;43 4 — 3$ 
121 R, 15x11 328 1b,21,9,6, ? p36 
122 1.3 3.28 1b,21,9;6, ? s- 8M 
123 1.4x1.3 3.28 1a,2k,9,37,21b 1 9 
124 15x1.3 3.29 1a,2k,9,37,21b à. 1$ 
125 a NRE SLO 1a,21,9,37,21b TED 


12x1.1 2.25 


R NAO E) 
137 R, 1.3x1.1 | 3.14 
C 1.4 3.14 
139 R 12x. 3.24 


1b,21,9,37,21b 
1b,2k,9,37,21b 
1a,21,9,37,21b? 
1b,2k,9,37,31 
1a,2k?,9,?,26,42 
1a,2k,9?,26, ? 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,2k,9,26,42 
1a,21,9,26,42 


1a,21,9,26,42 


3 9,1 PI.III 24 


1 28 
1 9 À 
2 9 
1 32c 
1 

2 10,28? 
1 

3 24c,32c 
3 24c,32a 
1 32b 
2 26? 


2 26 PL. NI. 25 
2 26 
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Reverse 
Coin 9 Size Weight Obverse “6 & Symbols Plate 
No g symbols o & (identi- Reference 
e A fied) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
140 E 1.4x1.2 3.26 12,21,9,26,42 1 


141 E 14x13 3.24 1b,2k,9,26,42 3 24b 
t R L5x0.9 311 1b,2k,9,26,42 2 24b 
143 R 13x1.0 3.21 18219,9,20, 3 32c? 
120859 91209 07327: AED 1, 935 
145 R, 13x11 327  1b,2k,9,26,? 3 10,35? 
146 R,13x1.2 325 1b,2k,9,26,22a 2 210,35 


147 R 14x12 3.39 1a,21,9,26,22a 2 
E 


148 E L6x14 3.29 1a,2k,9,18,— 1 21b 
149 S, 1.2 3.28 1a,21,9,18,39 1 21a PI. HI. 26 
150 R, 1.3x1l.l 3.27 1b,21,9,18,39 1 


151 R 12x10 3.31 1b,21,9,18,40b 2 21a,29 
S 


132 S, 12 332 1b21911821a 1 
153 R, 14x11 331 10,2k,9, ?,? 1 21a? 
| 154 E 1.5%1.3 3.30 1a2k9,?? gn 
| 
| 155 R L2x10 300 1a,21,9,?,? 1 
| 156 R 14x11 321 10,21,9, 2, ? 2 
157.8, 14 3:17 10,21,9, 2,2 1 
| 158 S, 1.1 3.26 12,21,9, ?, ? 1 28? 
| 159 Ry 13x10 3.26 1b,2k,9, ?, ? 3 36? 
A 4 
j 
1 
[| 
, 
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Coin 
No. 


JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY [Vol. XXVI 
Reverse 
2: Size Weight ^ Obverse ©. £Symbols Plate 
E svmbols ó & (identi- Reference. 
U i "A fied) 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Gr "13 3.34 1b,2k,9, ?. ? 2 357 
C 1.3 SY ACE Re 4 24c?,26? 
CDE 3.16 49,26,42 3 22,32b Pl. 1U. 27 
R, 2.4x1.0 3.15 49,15,25 1 28 Pl. Hl. 28 
By leorxide25 73:31 491525 1 28? 
[9 1.5 3.14 12,7,24,36b,28 4 24a,24c P]. iH. 29 
31 
Rew lEO HED S212 = 1257224515529 3 20,28 
RISUS x1:2- 3:14 12724043 1 36 ,].1H.30 
APPENDIX B 
DIRECTORY OF SYMBOLS ON THE COINS OF 
PARASA DAYARAMA 
TABLE 1 
OBVERSE SYMBOLS 
Note :—Question Mark (?) in column 2 indicates that the 
place of the symbol is uncertain. 
Pl i S h ace i 
Symbol syrabol Caries i Symbol S Maca uM 
group Class group Class 

1 2 3 1 2 3 
la > All except 
1b 2 xme A i I 
2a IT III 28 V XV & XVII 
2b II I, IT & IV 29 IV IX & XI 
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um o dc a I EC 
group Class group Class 
1 2 3 1 2 3 
2c II VI & V VI 
2d II VIII & IX 30a lII XII 
2e II VIII & IX 30b III XIII 
è af IX 3p PN xv 
2g II VII 32 IV II 
| 2h I VII 33 V XI 
| 2i II XII 34 V III & IV 
| 2j II XI 35 IV I 
2k II XV 36a IV VIII 
2l II XIV & XV &V VI 
2m II V 36b IV VII, VIII, IX 
2n II X XV & XVII 
20 II XIII 37 IV XV 
eg 3 III IV 38 II VII 
| 4 III II 39 V XV 
5 III III 40a V XV 
6 IV XV&XVII 40b V XV 
7 III V 41a V XV 
| 7 (with LIII XVII 41b V XV 
| 12 & 24) 
| 8 u vI 42 V — VLXV&XVI 
9 III XV 43 V XV & XVI 
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Place in Seen on thc Placcin Seen on the 
Symbol. symbol coins of Symbol symbol coins of 
group Class group Class 
1 2 3 1 2 3 
10 ? X 44 II XI 
1l lll XI 45 IV XII & XIII 
& V IV 
12 I-III XVII 46 V V 
(with 7&24) 
13 V VIII 47 IV V 
14 V VII 48 IV IV 
15 IV XV 49 I-III XVI 
16 II VIII 50a III XIV 
17 V VI 50b V XV 
18 IV XIV 51 V IV 
19 V XV 52 ? 
20 V XII 53 VI V 
21a V XIV 54 IX 
21b V XV 55 V XIII 
22a V III & IV 
22b V I, II &IV 
23a V VIII & IX 
23b V VIII & XV 
23c V VIII 
24 III XVII 
(with 7 &12) 
25 V XV,XV&XVII 
26 IV VLXV&XVI 
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TABLE II 


REVERSE SYMBOLS - 


Notes :—Question mark after a coin number (28?, 26? etc.) 
indicates that the corresponding reverse symbol 
is tentatively attributed to that coin. 


Symbol Seen on coins 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


10 


11 
12 
13a 
13b 
14 
15a 
15b 


1 and 9 
6 
6 and 29 
7 
15 and 19 
32 
1, 67, 82 & 83 
18 
43, 44, 46, 123, 126 
128 and 129 
1,7, 23, 73, 132. and 
145 
2, 9, 125 and 126 
3 
5 
55 
1, 16, 53 and 69 
10, 15 and 47 


9 and 24 


Symbol 


19 
20 
21a 
21b 
22 
23 
24a 
24b 


24c 


25 


26 


27 
28 


Seen on coins 
2, 42 and 71 
27 
27 
148 
162 
38 
81 and 165 
141 and 142 
25, 73, 134, 135, 161 


and 165 


3, 4, 8, 16 and 30 


19, 29, 137?, 138 
139, 161 and 166 


90 and 93 
21, 22, 25, 92, 94, 
109, 127, 132? 
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Symbol Seen on coins 


16 
17 
18 
30 


31 


32a 
32b 
32c 


33 
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125 
30 
33 
80 

39, 40, 55, 58, 66, 68, 
69, 71, 81, 82, 84-89 
and 165 

135 

136 
82, 130, 134 and 143? 


7 


Symbol 


36 
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Seen on coins 
154?, 158?, 163, 
164? and 166. 
45 and 151 

42 

12, 14, 15, 24, 28, 36, 
50, 52, 73, 144, 145? 
146 and 160 
54, 56, 57, 
59, 61, 63, 
65, 70, 75, 
77-80, 110-122, 


159? and 167 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON AUDUMBARA COINAGE 
AJAY MITRA SHASTRI 


The Audumbaras were an important people of ancient 
India and as such are frequently mentioned in literature. The 
gawapütha (Rajanyadi-gaya) on Panini IV.2.53 refers to the 
Udumbaras in association with the people of Jalandhara among 
others. Patafijali! on Panini, IV. 2.71, mentions a river called 
Udumbaravati which probably flowed through the Udumbara 
tetritory. In the Mahabharata (Sabhaparva, 52.13), the Au- 
dumbaras are spoken of as one of the numerous peoples which 
brought presents to Yudhishthira. Varahamihira (A. D. 505) 
places them in the Madhyadesa along with the Kapishthalas? 
and the Gajahvayas? Elsewhere,’ the same author associates 
them with the country of Champa, most probably identical 
with the modern Chamba in Punjab. The Markandcya-purana® 


(LVIIL 9) names the Udumbaras in association with the 


Kapingalas,® the Kurubahyas and the Gajahvayas. The prove- 
nances of their coins suggest their location ‘in the area formed 
by the eastern part of the modern Kangra district, the Gurdas- 
pur district and Hoshiarpur district, that is to say, the valley 
of the Beas, or perhaps the wider region between the upper 
Sutlej and the Ravi" 


On the basis of the metals and shapes the Audumbara 
coins fall into two distinct groups; square copper and circular 
silver coins? The former are slightly earlier in point of time 
and more numerous than the latter. The square copper issues 
are very interesting inasmuch as they show a common type and 
give us not only the names of the ruling chiefs responsible fot 
issuing them but also that of the tribe to which they belonged. 


|. Mahabhashya (Nirnaya Sagar Press), IV, p. 180. 

2. Brihat-Samhird, XIV.4 The Kapishthalas are Arrian’s Kambistholi, 
people of Kaithal in the Karnal district, Punjab. Cunningham’s 
statement that Varahamihira twice couples the Udumbaras with the 
Kapishthalas is inccrrect. 

8. Brihat-Samhita, XIV. 4. Gajahvayas are the inhabitants of Hastina- 
pura. 

Ibid., XVI. 3. For another reference to Udumbaras scc ibid, V. 40. 


4. 

5. Published by Manasukharaya Mor, Calcutta 1962, 
6. .Perhaps an error for Kapishthalas. 

7. Allan, BMC, Ancient India, p. Ixxxvii. 

8 


Cunningham, Goins of Ancient India, p. 66,Pl. IV ; Cunningham’s 
A Charest Survey Report, XIV, p.116 ; Allan, op.cit, pp. Ixxxiii, 
122 ff 2 
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On their obverse we find a tree (Udumbara or fig-tree according 
to Cunningham) in an enclosure on left, forepart of an elephant 
to left on right, and an undulating line below, while the reverse 
side depicts a two or three storied domed stüpa or temple and 
a trident with an axe on right. The full Prakrit legends in 
Kharoshthi on the obverse of these coins as reconstructed by 
Allan are as follows :— 


1. Mahadevasa raña Sivadasasa Odu(m)barisa? 
2. Mahadevasa raña Rudradasasa Odu(ji barisa. 
3. Mahadevasa rata Dharaghoshasa Odu(in)barisa. 
4. Mahadevasa raña Odu(m)barisa. 


The reverse legends, which are in Brahmi, when fully 
restored, give identical readings except for the natural changes 
in the medial vowels. 


A comparison of these coins will be instructive. All the 
coins have identical obverse and reverse types. The same 
uniformity characterises their legends which differ from each 
other only in the mention of the names of the rulers responsible 
for issuing them. A comparison of legends 1-3 reveals that the 
Audumbara chiefs enjoyed the title of mahzdeva in addition to 
the common regal appellation rajan. The name of the reigning 
king on these coins is preceded by these two titles and follo- 
wed by the tribal name in genitive case. While this is true 
of the first three legends, the fourth legend seems to preserve 
only the regal titles and the family name. There is no doubt 
that the coins bearing legend no. 4 were also issued by an 
Audumbara chief, but his name is evidently left out of the 
legend. Cunningham, however, took mahadeva as the name of 
an Audumbara chief and evidently regarded him as identical 
with a homonymous king who is known to us from some silver 
pieces. But as we have seen above, mahadeva was one of the 
titles enjoyed by the Audumbara chiefs. Had the coins under 
consideration been issued by Madadeva, the legend must have 
been Mahadevaga raña Mahadevasa Odu(ra)barisa. Allan appears 


ch. 


ae 


A 
i 
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l. According to Cunningham (Goins of Ancient India, p. 68) it i i - 
roofed temple of two or three storeys. R. D, RM adque 
view (A New Type of Audumbara Coins, JASB, 1914, pp. 247-250) 
But Allan described it as a two-storied domed stzpa. The most Tos 
bable view, however, scems to be that of S. V. Sohoni (INSI, 
IV, pp. 55-57) who regarded it as a Saiva temple of the type which 
still persists in the Kulu and Beas valleys. 8 


2. Odurbari is the Prakrit form of Sanskrit Audumbari whi 
d I h denoted 
king of the Udumbara peopl abhashya, V. 
eae poa TA people, vide Mahabhashya, V, p. 263 (on 
3. Allan, op. cit., p. Ixxxiv. 


4. Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, p. 68 ; Allan, op. cit p. 123 
i) "e; p. D 
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to have anticipated this argument when he observed that ‘as 
Mahadeva is also found as a regal title on these coins, it is 
possible that some of the specimens attributed to him...are 
really incomplete specimens of coins of other rulers. There is 
no reason, however, to doubt the existence of a ruler of this 
name, especially as we have also a silver coin bearing it.! In 
the opinion of the present writer, the first part of Allan's state- 
ment applies not to some but to all the coins bearing legend 
no. 4. It will be shown presently that the king Mahadeva 
known from certain silver pieces was not an Audumbara chief. 


There can be no doubt about the existence of a king named 
Mahadeva, but there is no reason. whatever to think that he was 
an Audumbara ruler. A comparison of his silver coins with 
those of Dharaghosha, whose Audumbara lineage is beyond 
doubt, will make this point clear. 'The solitary round silver 
coin of the latter, who is also known from the square copper 
pieces, is described below :— 


Obv. Viívamitra standing facing with right hand raised, 
traces of skin over left arm. Kharoshthi legend in 
front—V iápamitra : around— Mahadevasa raña Dhara- 
ghoshasa. 


Rev. Trident with axe on right ; tree in enclosure on left ; 
legend in Brahmi around—JMahadevasa raño Dhara- 
ghoshasa ; below—Odabarisa.* 


Although silver coins of other Audumbara rulers are not 
known so far, in view of the uniformity of their copper coius as 
regards their obverse and reverse types and legends, it would 
not be too preposterous to suppose that on their silver coins also 
they must have followed the same type and legend (except the 
ruler's name) as Dharaghosha's. The Audumbaras appear to 
have been very conservative in respect of their coin-legends ; 
they used the title mahadeva and the name of the tribe on both 
copper and silver issues ; but they adopted a new type for their 
silver money ; the figure of Vi$vamitra and trident-axe and tree 
in enclosure respectively on the obverse and reverse. 


Had Mahadeva belonged to the tribe of the Audumbaras, 
we shall be justified in expecting him to use the title of maha- 
deva, mention the tribal name and follow the same type as 
Dharaghosha’s. The fact is, however, just otherwise. The 
silver coins of Mahadeva differ very much from that of Dhara- 


l. BMC, Ancient India, p. \xxxiil, 
2. Ibid, p. 124. 
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ghosha both in type and legend. The description of Mahadeva’s 
silver coins illustrated by Allan is as follows :— 


Oby. Humped bull r. ; lotus flower (D in front. Kharoshthi 
legend around — Bhagavata- Mahadevaea ; below— 


rajaraña. 


Rev. Elephant 1. ; trident on left. Brāhmī legend around 
—Bhagavata-Mahadevsa ; below-rajaraja." 


Moreover, the main obverse and reverse types (humped bull 
and elephant) of these silver coins, which are borrowed from the 
hemidrachms of Apollodotus, agree more closely with Allan’s 
class 2’of Yaudheya coins! than with any definitely known 
Aubumbara coin. 


In the Journal of the Royal Asiatie Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland for the year 1900, pp. 112ff, Pl. 12, Rapson publi- 
shed a rare copper coin of Mahadeva which showed the symbol 

(a form of liùgam according to Rapson) on the obverse 

and the Brahmi legend Bhagavata-Mahadevasa and the 
€. standing figure of a male with a trident and a battle-axe 

combined in his right hand on the reverse. Title Bhagavata 

connects this coin with the silver issues of king Mahadeva. 
But there is nothing to indicate that he was an Audumbara 
chief. It would thus appear that there is no congent reason 
to connect Mahadeva with the Udumbara people. 


One of the British Museum coins of Uttamadatta, a local 
ruler of Mathura, is countermarked with the symbol found on 
the obverse of the above-mentioned copper coin of Mahadeva. 
On the basis of this coin Mr. Kalyan Kumar Dasgupta has 
built the theory of an invasion of Uttamadatta’s territory by 
the so-called Audumbara king or leader Mahadeva in which 
the latter emerged victorious and countermarked his vanquished 
adversary’s coins. This and similar other theories lose much 
of their weight as there is no basis to connect Mahadeva with 
the Audumbara tribe. 


In the end, it will not be quite out of place to make a few 
observations about some other rulers who are, without sufficient 
reason, regarded as members of the Audumbara family. A 
king named Rudravarman issued silver money with obverse and 
reverse types closely agreeing with those of the silver coins of 


1. Ibid, p. 123, p. 123, Pl. XIV. 16. 
2. Ibid, p. 2678. 

3. lbid, pp. cx, 177. 

4, A Rare Variety of &udumbara Coins, JHQ, XXXVIII, pp. 75-79. 
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Mahadeva and with the Kharoshthi legend Viayaya-rana 
Vemakisa Rudravarmasa on the obverse and the Brahmi legend 
Vijayaka-rajü(o) Vemakisa Rudravarmasa on the reverse.! The 
non-mention of the tribal name Audumbara is sufficient to prove 
the untenability of associating him with the Audumbara lineage. 
On the other hand, Rudravarman appears to have belonged to 
another tribe called Vemaki or Vaimaki which, as plausibly 
suggested by Mr. Rabis Chandra Kar,? may be identified with 
the Vaimakas named in a quotation of Paragara cited by Bhatta 
Utpala in his commentary on Varahamihira's Brihatsamhita, 
XIV. 29-313 Similarly, there is nothing to support the in- 
clusion by Cunningham of the coins of kings Ajamitra (Arya- 
mitra), Mahimitra, Bhanumitra, Virayaéas and Vrishni in the 
Audumbara series. As carly as 1914, R. D. Banerji had 
expressed doubt about the ascription of the coins of Rudra- 
varman, kings with name ending in Mitra and Virayagas to 
the Audumbara tribe. But Allan, although not unaware of 
R. D. Banerji’s opinion on the question,’ followed in the foot- 
steps of Cunningham and attributed the coins of. Rudravarman, 
Aryamitra, Mahimitra and Bhanumitra to the Audumbara 
people. The non-mention of the tribal name on these coins is 
sufficient to show that their ascription to the Audumbaras is 
not tenable. It will appear from the above discussion that the 
coins of only three kings, viz. Sivadása, Rudradasa and 
Dharaghosha, can with certainty be included in the Audum- 
bara series. 


1. lbid, p. 125 ; Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, p. 68. 
A Note On The Coins of Rudravarman, 7 HQ , XX (1944), pp. 59-62. 


Vizianagaram Sanskrit Series, No. X, Part 1, p. 294. While Mr. Kars 
suggestion identifying the Vaimakis of the coin with the Vaimakas 
of Paragara is plausible, it ia not possible to agree with him when he 
identifies the Vemakis of the coins with the Vaiyamakas mentioned 
in Mahabharata. 


4. Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, pp. 68-70. 
5. JASB, 1914, p. 248. 


6. Cf. Allan, of. cit., p. Ixxxiii, fn, 1. 
7. lbid, pp. 125-128. 
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A STUDY IN THE COPPER COINS OF RAMAGUPTA 
UPENDRA THAKUR 


i 


Recently K. D. Bajpai has published a paper on some 
copper coins of Ramagupta, discovered from the Vidisa district 
of Madhya Pradesh.’ Earlier some copper coins of Ramagupta, 
bearing the begend Ramaguta or Maguta or (a) magupia on 
one side and a lion-ügure on the other were published by 
P.L. Gupta, H. V. Trivedi? and K. D. Bajpai! These are 
all copper coins, discovered with one exception, from the same 
area and make interesting reading because, on the basis of 
these tiny pieces of copper it has been zealously sought to 
prove the historicity of Rámagupta, the socalled Gupta king 
whom some scholars have consistently endeavoured to project 
as the immediate successor of Samudragupta, on the canvas of 
Gupta history. Earlier efforts having failed, I believe Bajpai's 
is the latest? in the field and deserves some consideration. 


A study of all the copper coins published by scholars so 
far makes the confusion worse confounded. The effort to 
move Ramagupta as a Gupta king on the basis of these doubt- 
ful issues seems to have clouded the vision of the champions 
of this theory who are out to establish their viewpoint by any 
means for, in this attempt the worst casualty have been the 
numismatic convention as well as some of the Known facts of 
history. It is true that all of them have claimed that they are 
not dogmatic about their views but their line of argument leaves 
no doubt that in these discussions it is their “dogma” that plays 
a greater part than an unbiased approach to the problem itself. 


I 


In an earlier paper? I have thoroughly dealt with all the 
aspects of this problem and examined all the available sources- 


1. JNSI, xxiii, 1961, p. 340 ff; 

2. Ibid, xii (pt. ii), pp. 103-06, Pl. ix. 1.6. 

3. lbid, xii (pt. ii), pp. 128-30, Pl. viii. 1.8. 

i Te xviii (pr i) pp. 108-09, PI. viii, 1. 

E € view of Bajpai (JNSI, xxiii, pp. 340-44) has b i 

by D.C. Sircar (71H, xl, Pt., III, PP- KS de Anaad ONIS 
xxv, Pt. I, pp. 106-7), and Jai Prakash (JNSI, xxv, Pt. IT 164ff). 
Recently a new solution to the problem of Ramagupta he Ppi } 
suggested by A.H. Dani (JINSI, xxvi, Pt. I, pp. 11ff)—Editor. 


6. Und arenas ; ; 
EY pe Historicity of Rümagupta? in Proc. IHG, 1958, 
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literary, epigraphic and numismatic-bearing on the Gupta 
history. Except a slender piece of literary evidence which is 
suspicious and late, there is no evidence worth the name to 
suggest that Ramagupta really succeeded Samudragupta after 
his death. I have also shown that these later historical dramas 
can not be relied upon as trustworthy sources of history, as 
they are more a piece of literature than a sober history. The 
tradition with regard to this episode in later literary works 
is often contradictory, discrepant and hardly conclusive and is, 
therefore, very much unsuited to form the basis of such 
historical conclusions. 


The indirect and vague reference to this episode evidently 
borrowed from literary traditions in some of the later epigraphic 
records, is too meagre, confusing and referatory to arouse any 
sense of belief in the theory so based. Further, it loses the 
force, if any, as it goes unsupported by contemporary Gupta 
records or other epigraphic evidences of the period.? 


Iii 


Other sources having failed, numismatic evidence is always 
the last to rely upon. But here also we meet with disappoint- 
ment. No coins of Ramagupta were discovered in the Bayana 
hoard which contained the largest number of Gupta gold coins 
of all the early monarchs upto Skandagupta. It is inexplicable 
why we should have so far found no gold coins of Ramagupta 
if at all he was a historical personage as the exponants of this 
theory would have us believe. 


But, as noted above, the discovery of six copper coins of 
Ramagupta at Besnagar (Bhilsa) by P. L. Gupta’; nine copper 
coins from the same place by H. V. Trivedi,! a new copper 

myo : coin found by K. D. Bajpai in Talbehat (Jhansi district in 
Uttara Pradesh’) and finally twelve coins including a new type, 
larger in number than the first one, gathered by Bajpai from 
Eran (Madhya Pradesh)! has tremendously encouraged him 
to assert that these coins support the historicity of the 
literary episode which places Ramagupta immediately after 
Samudragupta. Further Bajpai thinks that this Ramagupta 
was none other than the elder brother of Chandragupta II and 


J. For details sce Jbid, pp. 80-82, 
2. Ibid, pp. 82-83. 
3. JNSI. xii, pp. 103-6 
4, Ibid, xiii, pp. 128-30, 
5. Ibid, xviii pp. 108-9. 
i 6. Ibid, xxiii, pp. 340-44, 
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that the episode (as contained in literary works) took place in 
Vidi$à or Eran.! 


These discussions are really quite interesting but at the 
same time they also pose certain searching queries which must 
be satisfactorily answered before we hasten to pronounce a final 
judgement. The views of the compilers of the so-called Rama- 
güpta coins may be summarised as follows : 


(i) The coins published ‘belong undoubtedly to the same 
Ramagupta who was the brother of Chandragupta II of the 
Gupta dynasty” as the coins in question are “similar in fabric, 
type and metrology to the coins of Chandragupta II which 
were issued by him in Malwa”. Further, they bear the “legend 
in Gupta script and the name of the issuer is clearly Rama- 

»3 


gupta . 


(ii) “The present pieces appear to have been struck by 
a culer, Ramagupta by name. Whether this Ramagupta was a 
local prince or the Imperial Gupta ruler can only be decided 
after some more conclusive evidence is available." In view of 
this there appears to be nothing improbable in considering Rama- 
gupta having struck these coins on the local pattern in the 
region around Eran which was included in the Gupta dominions 
as early as in the reign of. Samudragupta and from where they 
may have travelled to Bhilsa which is only about forty miles 
from it" The author, however, hastens to add that he is not 
“dogmatic” in holding this view. 


(iii) It seems difficult to associate the copper coin of Rama- 
gupta found in the Jhansi district of Uttara Pradesh, “with the 


copper coins of the Gupta rulers. It appears more plausible 
that the coin bearing the legend Ramagupta was issued by 
some local king of eastern Malwa’”’.! 


(iv) The author, however, changed his view based on the 
solitary coin from Jhansi when he gathered some more copper 
coins of the king from Eran. In his latest he asserts : Du 
looking to & large number of coins of this ruler (and particularl 
of the Garuda type) from  Vidi$a and Eran, it &ppears that thig 
Ramagupta was none other than the elder brother of Chandra- 
gupta II”.* Thus, he supports the views of Gupta and Trivedi 


1, Ibid. 

2. Ibid, xii, p. 105. 

3. Ibid, xiii, pp. 129-30. 
4, Ibid, xviii, p. 109. 
5. Ibid, xxiii, p. 343. 
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who lent their unqualified support to the theory of A. S. Altekar, 
regarding the historicity of Ramagupta. 


IV 


The most interesting point about these coins is that they 
are all (with one exception) from the same place, i.e., Vidisa, and 
belong almost to the same type. They follow the same pattern, 
style and metal, with a slight difference in symbols ; for instance 
we have Garuda symobl on some of the coins gathered by 
Bajpai from Eran. The line of argument adopted by the 

«s scholars being the same, the conclusions arrived at are 
inevitably the same. In other words, it is the monotonous 
repitition of the same tale, told and re-told by scholars with 
nothing fresh to add. 


It has been argued that on all these coins (i) the legend is 
clearly in Gupta script, and as we know of no other Ramagupta, 
the coins should be attributed to him; (ii) the coins show a 
marked resemblance to the copper coins of Candragupta II, 
meant for circulation in Malwa, though in fabric and weight the 
socalled Ramagupta coins strikingly resemble the Malava coins 
with lion on the obverse and a legend on the reverse, the only 
difference being that the posture of the lion on the coins of the 
former is a bit different from that on the obverse of the latter ; 
(iii) on the reverse of the Malava coins there is no such symbol 
as crescent and the legend is within a rectangular incuse, not 
closed in a circle as in the case of the Ramagupta coins. In 
other words, the coins bearing the name of Ramagupta 
in Gupta script, have been shown to be similar in fabric, 
type and metrology, to the coins of Chandragupta II, issued by 
him for circulation in Malwa.  Trivedi's discussion of some 
more copper coins of Ramagupta does not show any further 
improvement : on the other haud, it seems as if it were meant 
to emphatically support Gupta's contention, and leaves the point 
at that. Bajpai goes a step further and boldly asserts that the 
coins bearing the name Jtamaguta are not ‘the issues of any 
local officer of the imperial Guptas, nor any feudatory king 
Ramagupta”. They were definitely issued by “Ramagupta, 
the elder brother of Chandragupta II Vikramaditya" and the 
scene of this Ramagupta-Saka episode was Vidiga or Eran. 
Thus, unlike others he is not argumentative but dogmatic and 
assertive. 


Altekar strongly supports their view as it very well goes in 
support of his theory on the historicity of Ramagupta. J. N. 


i 


]. JNSI, xii, pp. 105-6 ; xiii, p. 130 ; Bayana Hoard, pp. xxiv-v, 
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Banerjea, A. K. Narain? and others? believe that Ramagupta 
of these coins (fourth century A. D.) may have been a local 
ruler of Malwa. 


A study of these copper coins suggests that they belong to 
two different fabrics, though Trivedi does not subscribe to this 
view and the arguments he advances are vague and confusing. 
They appear to have been issued by two different rulers which 
A. K. Narain has very aptly pointed out in his note on P. L. 
Gupta's coins. Some of the coins have the legend Rama while 
others have Maga, Magaja (Magata), Maguta, Magu, etc. We 
have similar odd names on some of the Malava coins which have 
been interpreted differently by different scholars. The Prakrita 
form of the name of Ramagupta is there, but this does not 
necessarily show that it refers to Ramagupa, the Gupta king, 
and not to some other king or Chief whom we do not know from 
other sources. Moreover, on all the coins of the Gupta 
monarchs we have always the names in Sanskrit forms if so, 
how are we going to explain this sudden departure from the 
established convention set forth by the Guptas ? Local consi- 
derations can not be said to have cropped up, as on the copper 
coins of Chandragupta II and Kumáraguta I, such anamolies are 
not to be found. This is, therefore, quite unusual and surprising 
in the case of the Guptas, but may, on the other hand, be 
convincingly interpreted in the context of the Malava coinage. 


V 


Our present knowledge of the Gupta copper currency shows 
that it was first introduced by Chandragupta II. But, if it is 
presumed to have been started by Ramagupta, how is it that 
itexercised no influence, whatever, on the coins issued by his 
successor ? It is not only surprising but contrary to traditional 
numismatic norms that as many as nine types of copper 
currency issued by Chandragupta are altogether different from 
those circulated by his predecessor. ‘The lion-motif found on 
the obverse of the Ramagupta coins is conspicuous by its 
absence on the reverse side of the coins of Chandragupta II 
although lion seems to have been a popular motif with him 2 
his Lion-slayer typeand its variants show. Gupta’s argument 
that since on a particular sealof Dhruasvamini from Vaigali 
the lion appears in the same pose as it ison these coins it 
should be ascribed to Ramagupta, does not carry conviction 


1. JBRS, xli, p. 213. 
2. JNSI, xii, pp. 107-10. 


3. The Classical Age, 


pp. 79-88, pp. 17-18; VGA, Chap. vii; Thakur, PIHC, 
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On the other hand, it is more akin to Malava coinage having 
the lion device. The posture of the lion is immaterial and 
does not necessarily go against numismatic convention, for we 
have often such instances of variation and modification in the 
field of numismatic innovations. If at all rigidity was main- 
tained, it was done strictly only in the case ofthe depiction 
of the bust or figure of the sovereign monarch, the sole issuer, 
but at the same timeit was not always followed rigidly in 
matters of other details, either on the obverse or on the reverse. 


“4 The most important point in this connection is the absence 
of bust or figure of the monarch on the obverse. The coins of 
the Guptas and those of other dynasties, either in gold, silver 
or copper, bear invariably the figure of the monarch with his 
prerogatives as far as permitted by the little space, but here 
again the much boosted copper coins of Ramagupta offer a 
surprising departure from the recognised convention. We know 
that the first sign of the assertion of independent authority by 
a chief or king was the issuing of coinage in his own name 
along with his figure or bust thereon. The absence of these 
characteristic features is to be noticed only on the tribal 
coinage, but never on the coinages of the monarchical 
states whose heads were too sensitive to their privileged power 
and position to allow such deviations to occur on the most 
potent medium of the exercise of their authority. Surprisingly, 
the reverse device of these coins also misses the characteristic 
features of Chandragupta’s copper or silver or gold coinage. 
This clearly suggests that these were local issues of either 


some petty chief owing allegiance to the Imperial Command 
or they were issues of the Malavas. 


The crescent symbol is not the sure proof of these 
coins being the genuine issues of Ramagupta, the Gupta 
king. The crescent is also found on some of the Kushana and 
Naga coins, showing that it was not the monopoly of the Guptas 
only. On the other hand, the Guptas themselves seem to have 
borrowed this device from their Kushana prototypes which they 
gradually did away with in the course of centuries, Thus, it 
may be suggested that the local ruler also borrowed this 
device either from the Naga or from Gupta coinage which by 
the time of. Samudragupta had reached the height of artistic 
brilliance. Such influences are common in the field of numis- 
matic art and the early Gupta coinage itself bears unmistakable 
influences of its Kushana prototypes. This is, therefore, a minor 
point and need not unnecessarily be stressed too far, ignoring 
è other important aspects, 


6 
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The appearance of Garuda, known to be the characteristic 
symbol of the Gupta dynasty, on some of the recently dis- 
covered coins of this series from Vidisa or Eran, is regarded 
as a positive evidence of the coins being the issues of Rama- 
gupta, the elder brother of Chandragupta! II. We should 
remember that this Garuda symbol was as flexible as the 
crescent symbol and did not constitute the monopoly of one 
dynasty only. The devotees of Lord Vishnu hold Garuda in 
high esteem and the Vaishnava kings all over the country 
had special fascination for this divine bird which has found 
depiction on coins belonging to other dynasties as well as 
the tribal states that flourished in ancient India, of which we 
have numerous instances. 


Palaeography, too, does not show that these are the issues 
of one period. Some of these coins are definitely of a slightly 
earlier age. We do not come across such variations in lettering 
on the scores of copper coins of Chandragupta II, as we do in 
the case of a comparatively much fewer coins of this Rama- 
gupta. Every coin, it seems, presents its own form and this is 

. indeed most surprising? of a series of coins issued by a Gupta 
monarch whose artists in this field had achieved marvellous 
excellence. 


Thus, in fabric, type, form and palaeography the coins 
of Ràmagupta are very much similar to the Naga and local 
Malava coinage and are equally different from those issued 
by Chandragupta II. It is true that “local traditions have played 
considerable role in Indian history even in the field of Numis- 
matics"? but we fail to understand why Ramagupta alone should 
have been an exception to this rule and deliberately (?) avoided 
to get his bust engraved on his coinage, unlike his predecessors 
and successors inthis field. This was due only to his subordi- 
nate position which did not allow him to enjoy that cherished 
privilege. 


VI 


Bajpai appears to have been in two minds about the inter- 
pretation of the coin found by him at Talbehat in the Jhansi 
district of Uttara Pradesh. It was then surmised by him that 
the said coin, alongwith similar others published by Gupta and 
Trivedi might have been issued by some local ruler of eastern 
Malwa, but now “looking to a larger number pf coins of this 


1. JNSI, xxiii, p. 342 
2. A.K. Naraian, JNSI, xii, pp. 109-10, 
3. JNSI, xxiii, p. 343, 


i CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
VS : = 
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ruler (and particularly of the Garuda type) from Vidisa and 
Eran", he asserts that this Ramagupta was none other than 
the one known from literary sources. In pronouncing his final 
judgement, it seems, he absolutely forgot about other aspects 
which remain all the same inspite of the discovery of “a larger 
number of coins of this ruler". We wonder how could a few 
coins of the Garuda type change the dubious character of the 
entire series of coinage which is sometimes claimed to be Naga, 
sometimes Malava and often Gupta ? We do not think that 
there is any valid ground for us to change our previous stand 
as the Lion type and Garuda type coins of the series do not 
throw any fresh light on this problem and leave it exactly 
‘where it was before. Moreover, the copper coins found by 
Gupta and Trivedi were all from Bhilsa, whereas the find-spot 
of the solitary coin from Talbehat is about 116 miles n. n. e. 
from Bhilsa and the latest are again from Vidi$à and Eran. 
The anamolies are quite obvious but in his zeal to prove these 
to be the issues of Ramagupta, the Gupta king, Bajpai has 
not cared to explain it. 


The wonderful romance of the travel of these coins from 
Eran to Bhilsa! (as suggested by Trivedi) and then to Talbehat 
seems mysterious and the suggestion of Bajpai that Vidi$a or 
Eran formed the venue of the Saka-Ramagupta episode’? is 
equally inexplicable. We do not know if Gupta coins (atleast 
copper coins) have ever been found in or near Bhilsa so far, 
and it is all the more doubtful if the regions round Bhilsa had 
at all come under the Guptas before Chandragupta II. That 
“Samudragupta had already occupied the territory upto Eran, 
within forty miles of Besnagar' is no proof that the newly dis- 
covered copper coins are those of Ramagupta of the Imperial 
Gupta line. Itisa hypothesis, pure and simple which sounds 
utterly fallacious and unconvincing in the logic of history. 
Itis indeed all the more strange to find that Samudragupta, 
Chandragupta II and their successors, inspite of numerous types 
oftheir gold currency, did not care to issue such currency in 
that area, and it fell to the lot of Ramagupta to take 
initiative in the matter. 


Moreover, we know that Malwa, alongwith the tribal 
states of Punjab, Western India and Central Provinces, 
was not completely vanquished and annexed to the Gupta 
empire by Samudragupta, for they are said to have gratified his 


1. JNSI, xiii, p. 130. 

2. Ibid, xxiii, p. 344, 

8, A.K. Narain, Op. Cit. p. 110. 

4, A. S, Altekar, Bayana Hoard, p. xxv. 
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imperious command (pracanda-šāsana), “by giving all kinds of 
taxes, obeying orders and coming to perform obeisance". In 
other words, it was not directly administered by the Guptas 
during the time of Samudragupta. On the other hand, it was 
ruled by a local ruler who paid tribute and homage to the 
crown. The argument that Ramagupta of these coins may 
have been a local ruler of Malwa is, therefore, much nearer the 
truth and more convincing than the one advanced by Altekar 
and others.! 


From epigraphic records we learn that Chandragupta II 
was the first ruler of this dynasty who launched military 
conquest in that direction, i.e, the regions round Bhilsa and 
Udayagiri."  Inspite of the Eran stone-pillar inscription of 
Samudragupta? it is doubtful if he ever held the area round 
Bhilsa under his direct control “so as to enable him or his 
immediate successor to issue a new coinage suitable for that 
region". The literary evidence shows that Ramagupta fought 
against the Sakas, but whether it was in Malwa or in the north- 
west, cannot be definitely ascertained. Even if we admit that 
he fought them near Bhilsa, the fact remains that he was utterly 
defeated and humiliated. How then, of all the places: we 
should have his coins at Bhilsa, the scene of his rout and 
disgrace ? Numismatic evidence clearly suggests that only 
Chandragupta II can be credited to have advanced in and 
conquered this area, and just as he started silver coins after 
annihilating the Western Kshatrapas, he also, took the fancy to 
issue a Copper series, starting with the Vase type, probably 
borrowed from the Malava Coinage”. 


It is thus apparent that the so-called Ramagupta was the 
only unfortunate Gupta king who had not issued any coins 
or inscriptions to mark any notable event of his reign. But me 
are asked to believe that inspite of the paucity of archaeological 
evidence, a few Copper coins, alleged to have been issued by 
him, are sufficient to lend him the dignity and halo of the 
glorious imperial Guptas and rank him with them as such a 
suggestion which seems utterly fallacious in the logic of history 


l. For details see Upendra T T Te. = 
PIHC, 1958. pp. EOS ra Thakur, “Historicity of Ramagupta” in 


2. Cf. the Udayagiri cave i ipti i ex 
2 À inscription of A, D, 401 : gecT-ged[-srarada 
MEET TT... (Sircar, Select Inscriptions, i, p. 272), 
3. lbid, pp. 260-62, 
4, A.K. Narain, Of. Cit. p. 110 £n. 2, 
A. K. Narain, Op. Cit. P. 110 fn. 2 
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REMARKABLE MUGHAL GOLD COINS IN THE 
STATE MUSEUM, LUCKNOW 
C. R. SINGHAL 


[P1]. V] 


1. Jahangir, Mint Agra, date 1014-1 A. H. 
Accession Register No. 11727 of the State Museum, 


Lucknow. This valuable coin was purchased on 31. 3. 1960 
for Rs. 350]- only. 


Obverse Reverse 
Jl ack 
Pe IJ oL, bia L> 
A pou cr qo 


Pd Lx" ; His 
; PRG 


Pl. V. 1 


Another specimen of the same type and date is described 
and illustrated at No. 291 of BMC. The only difference 
being that our specimen was issued from the Agra mint while 
that of the British Museum from the Lahor mint. It is there- 
fore the only gold coin issued from the Agra mint. Jahangir 
himself informs. us in his T'uzuk that he “ascended the royal 
throne in the capital of Agra in 38th year of his age when one 
sidereal hour of Thursday Jumada-s.Sani, 20th, A. H. 1014” 
i.e. one hour after sunrise. There is, therefore, every likelihood 
that this muhar was issued from the Agra mint at the time of 
his coronation at A-gra. It must be borne in mind that gold 
coins of the finest workmanship were issued by Jahangir mostly 
from the Agra and Lahor Mints. 


2. Square, Jahangir, mint Agra, Date 1020, Khurdad. 
Accession Register No. 10280 of the State Museum, Lucknow. 
'T his fine specimen was purchased on 14. 4. 1947. 


Obverse: In double lined octagon with ornaments in the 
angular spaces. The whole area in triplelined 
square; the middle one being of dots : 


| CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow - Y 
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Reverse: 1n double sixteenfoil border within a triplelined 
square, the middle one being of dots. Wavy 
ornaments in the angular spaces. 


Such a beautiful and s 


uare : A 
mint is not known so far. quare shaped gold coin of Agra 


3. Shahjahan, mint Aurangabad, d 
' han, » date (104) 9. .H. 
Accession Register No. 6522. This coin was : rd E 
29. 12. 1922 for Rs. 70]- only. Sens 


Obverse: In a square the Kalima, Usual margins 


beginning from the to i 
hand corner of the red See: 


Regnal year jp over s of Aa. 


Reverse: In a square A Fie 


Margins, Top 77 =) Le 
PD T 4 
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Right c 
Below G Luly 


z 
Left A MU pl 


PI. V.3 


Not a single coin of Shahjahan in any metalis known to 
have been issued from this mint. Aurangabad was the name 
given by Aurgangzeb to a town founded by him during the 
reign of his father Shahjahan near the site of the village Kharki, 
southeast of Daulatabad. It was all along believed that prior 
to emperor Aurangzeb, no coin of any ruler was issued from 
this mint. But the discovery of this unique muhar proves to the 
contrary. This solitary coin was probably issued sometime 
after the city was founded by his son prince Aurangzeb during 
his first governorship in the Deccan. 


4. A-urangzeb, mint Mu’azzamabad, date—39 R, Y. 
Accession Register No. 8772. This Muhar was received on 
9.2.1940 as treasure trove from village Bhatipura in the district 
of Hamirpur in U. P. 


Obverse Reverse 
z l a 
e Lys) e Ce 


Cy n 


Only a few gold coins of Farrukhsiyar, Rafiu-d-Darjat, 
Jahandar, and Muhammad Shah are known to have been issued 
from this mint, but no gold coin of Aurangzeb has been 
discovered so far. About this mint Whitehead writes!: 
“The name of Gorakhpur was changed to Mu’azzamabad 


l P.cof Panjab Museum Catalogue by Whitehead, 
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in honour of Prince Mu'azzam, son of Aurangzeb, afterward 

Shah ‘Alam I. The first known issues in the new name : à 
one or two very rare rupees of Aurangzeb”. This is therefo a 
aunqiue Muhar of Aurangzeb issued from this mint, Eo 


5. Kam Bakhsh, mint Darul-Zafar Bijapür, date Ahd 
Accession Register No. 6776. Purchased on 2. 12. 1924 o 
H. Nelson Wright along with other seven Rupees of ‘Azam 
Shah and Kam Bakhsh for Rs. 100J- only. 


Obverse Reverse 


" ex 
ol Tt m^ 
Sob, 3 5 APL ne)» 

ALA g / 
e ob 
è eZ 


Pl. V. 4 


he : 
bad. ue two new Sabahs (Bijapur and Haidara- 
I5 Currency was restricted only to these 


two places in the D 
known so far. eccan but no Muhar of Bijapür mint was 


6, Muhammad Shah, m 


Accession Register 
Rs. S0 oaks r No. 8701 


int Allahabad, date 1138-8 A.H. 
- Purchased on 17. 10. 1939 for 


1. NS, XLII, p. 2 
2. PASB, 1884, p, 99, 
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Obverse Reverse 
pole ll A Uo, 
sk olst ) 9717 A : 

Si) da P 
sis Le Ut od, 


No gold coins of Muhammad Shah issued from this mint are 
published so far. A large number of silver coins were issued 
from this mint but in gold this is the only specimen which has 
come to our knowledge.  Thisis therefore an exceedingly rare 
piece in gold. 


7. Muhammad Shah, mint Sahrind, date 114x-10, 
Accession Register no. 10467. Purchased on 9. 19. 1948 for 


Obverse Reverse 


Pl. V. 5 


Rs. 200]- only. No gold coins of this mint were published before. 
A passing reference was made at p. 335 of NS, XI regarding 
old coins in the Bahawalpur Toshakhana but not a single speci- 
men was described. This is also an exceedingly rare specimen. 


8. Muhammad Shah, mint Gwaliar, date 114x-17 A. H. 
Accession Register no. 7505. Purchased on 12.5.1928 for 


Obverse Reverse 
2 AUE e b 
PI ols sl | ea 
Jog VIE, 


7 
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Rs. 35]- only. Except a passing reference as stated above no gold 


coins of Muhammad Shah issued from this mint have come to 
our notice. 


9. ‘Alamgir II, mint Sahrind, date 11xx A. H. 
Accession Register No. 10470. Purchased on 9. 12.1948 for 


Obverse Reverse 


JA lex Tues 
jb olèotl f ger. 


Rs. 200]. only. Except a passing reference at page 336 of 
WS, XI, no gold coin of ‘Alamgir II of this mint is published 
anywhere. This is, therefore, an exceedingly rare specimen. 
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ON THE ATTRIBUTION OF THE COINS OF 
SHAH JAHAN II AND Ill 


NISAR AHMAD 


The coins of Shah Jahan II and III bear similar legends 
and resemble very much in fabric and weight. Hence 
somie of the dateless coins are wrongly attributed to one of 
these rulers and such  ascriptions have sometimes been 
doubted by scholars. Here an attempt is made to trace the 
characteristics of the coins of these rulers which help us to 
distinguish their money or to suggest their attributions. 


The obverse of the coins of both these rulers bear the 
following legend! : 


These coins vary between 167 and 172 grains in weight 
and between .8 to 1.1 inch in size? 


Before discussing this problem, it is 


worthwhile to 
tabulate all the dated coins of these rulers. 


l. Whitehead, R. B., Catalogue of coins in the Punjab Museum, Lahore, 
II., pp. 317, 378. A 


2. Ibid, pp. 315, 377-78; Lane-Poole, The coins of the Moghul 
Emperors of Hindustan in the British Museum, pp. 194-96, 228-230; 
Brown, C.J, Catalogue of coins in the Provincial Museum, Lucknow, 


pp. 325; Nelson Wright, H, Gatalogue of the coins in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, IIT, pp. 214-215, 266-267. 
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COINS OF SHAH JAHAN 1I 
Coins registered in BMC! 


f R. 
No Mint Year Legenc 
Year 


A7 Shah Jahanabad 1131 1  Obv. IUD at 
945 \ £f , 


Gees 
ORES 


946 Farkhad — , — ow Usi 
unyad qo 
(Hyderabad) PIOS 
Crs 
MM OY 


T Me pp. 194-96, 
. Lane-Poole reads *Khujista bunyad? T 
are ‘Khunda bunyad ; but it CE EATUR aes coin the letters 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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————— M UE POUND MET UR NE 
No. Mint Year Legend 


Year 


A Akbarabad » 1l Obv. as 945, but |P] 
947 at top. 


LA 


Rev. psl a 
IN Cu ve 
Ac | 


948 Baraili » » Obv. as 945, but | jp] 


over RET LA 


950  Azimabad (Patna) , ,, Obv: Ole 
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P e —— M———— 


No. Mint Year ae Legend 


951 Labore » » Obv. as 945; IIFI over 


-^: 


UL Ure 
DAVE bhall 


Y Jeol 
952  Murshidabad » » Obv Spitters 


Rev. as 948, but mint 
» Lp 
Coins registered in PMC} 


A7 Arkat 1131 1 Oby. cleo 
2292 are 
pols. 


1. PMC, pp. 315-18, 
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No Mint Year RC Legend 
Year 

2293  Khujista Bunyad ,  , Obv. Ason No. 2292, but 


date 1!!! to left of 
bottom line. 


CN 
ey 


W. 168 
SEO 


2294 Surat »  » Oby. ason No. 2293. 
Rev. ason No. 2293, but 


mint yg 


W. 170 
SEE 
2295 Shahjahanabid ,, ,, Oby. ason No. 2292, but 
date p [Pf to right of 
middle line. 
: auuiloas 
R SR WE 
ev. » z y 
FILL A T 
AD we 
W. 172 
She acs 
A Itawa » » Obv. as on 2992 


Rev. as on 2292, but 
mint Jat 
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fi Yea R. Legend 
No. Mint oY Year 
2297 Islamabad 1131 1 Oby. as on 2292, but date 
111 above top line 
J 
Rev. ubl 
Do ars? 
do). 
2298  Akbarabad » » Obv. as on 2297 
2299 Mustadirrul- 
khilafat ug 
Rev FIDE 
BSTS sad 
. w f 
Sd Lue ho 
A) pm 
Ov. 
2300 Baraili k Obv m U 
» . 2M b 3! 


Rev. ason No. 2292, but 
mint sky 


2301  Tatta » » Obv. ason No. 2292, but 
date [|^ over mid- 
dle line 


Qi 
ere id 
Rev. ^l r3 
M 5 i 


m 


T 
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No. Mint Year R. 
Wear Legend 


2304 Shahjahanabad „ ,, O ee 
Darulkhilafat HEV (eo Lsa 


Rev. as on 2295 
2305 n »  » Obv. as on 2292, but date 
2306 fiPf to right of 
middle line 
Rev. ason 2295 
2307 Gwaliar » » Oby. as on 2292, but date 
sory to left of 
middle line. 


Rev. as on 2292, but 


mint v MN d 


2308 . Làhor »  » Obv. as on 2292, but date 
2309 Darus-Saltanat (If over bottom 
line 
Rev. As BMC, 951 
© boo Ls 
(et DE, 
2310 Lakhnau 1131 1 Obv. JW, st 
sa 
PIs 
Rev. as on 2300, but 
mint p 
gy 
2311 Murshidabad » » Obv. as on 2292, but 
tpi over middle 
line 
Rev. ” 
but mint LJ, Jaa 
8 
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No. Mint Year R. 


Year Legend 


Cee € 
2312 Multan » » Obv D bole 


Coins registered in LMC! 
4/3753 Shahjahanabad 1131 I Obv. As BMC, 945 but 
Daru-]-khilafat !!"! over middle 

line 


Rev. As BMO, 945 


W. 168.5 
A Si .9 
m Itawa 1131 I Obv. as on No. 3753, but 
3754 Ifi to left of 
P bottom line 
ju 
Rev. 4 e» ; 
^27 = 
Joly 
3755 Akbarabad 
3756 Mustagirul-khilafat ” ” Obv. as E but 
over 
(ow. 
t 


1. LMG, pp. 225-227. 
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No. Mint Year R. Legend 
E Year B 
A 
n 
Rev 4 V 


37560  Baraili dc we Obv eJ vo. 
Sod 
cu bo Let 
Wien 
2 no phen 
Rev. As BMC, 948 
3757 Surat » » Obv. ason No. 3754 
3737a Rev. as on No. 3756a, 
but mint 
Di " 
3758  Shahjahanabad » » Obv. ason 3753 


Darul Khilafat 
Rev. ason No. 3753 


3758a 5 » » Obv. as No, 3753 but 
ele written thus 
and jfpy to 
left of middle line 
Rev. ason No. 3753 
3759.  Azimabad » » Obv. As BMC, 950 
Rev. As BMC, 950 
3760 Lahor 1131 I Obv. as on No. 3753, but 
Daru-s-Saltanat lii in middle of 


bottom line, 


Rev. As BMC, 951. 
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186 JOUR 
No. Mint Year veut Legend 
» 3» Obv. as on No. 3753, but 
3761 Lakhnau mE 
bottom line. 
Rev. As PMC, 2310. 
[9] leo ke 
3762 Murshidabad » 9 Oby: wee uri 
7l. o o b 
Rev. As PMC, 2292. 
Coins registered in IMC} 
A Lahor 1131 I Obv. As PMC, 2308. 
1823 Darus-Saltanat 
Rev. As BMC, 951. 
W. 166 
S. :85 
AR Akbarabad 1131 I Oby. as on No. 1823, but 
1825 Mustagirrul- | Pf over top line. 
1826 Khilafat 
2 ly J 
PEDULI a 
Rev. : Ze 
Oe se one 
* A, 
paces 
W. 175-174 
S Qs £ 
NSE! EXE » n» Obv. as on No. 1823, but 
fief to left of 
sh 


1, 


IMG, pp. 214-215, 
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No. Mint Year ee Legend 
Year 


Rev. PMC, 2296. 
W. 176 
S. i! 


1828 Murshidabad » 9 Obv. as on No. 1823, 


1829 but 11/1 over sok 
Rey. ason No. 1827, but 
TE 
Dae lar 
Five-petalled flower 
to right of =! on one 
W. 179.3 ; 179 
S. .85 
1830 Shahjahanabad » » Oby, as on No. 1823, 
1831 but wool and Iiri 
to left of 54 
Rev. As PHO, 2295. 
W. 175-174 
S85 
1832 Ji »  » Obv. as on No. 1823, but 
1833 : LIPI to right of ob 
1834 
Rev. as on No. 1830 
W. 177-175 
S. :85 


Some coins of Shah Jahan II of Burhanpur, Azimabad 
and Kora mints with dates, except one which is not dated, are 
recorded from the Limbdi Treasury. The undated coins of 
Dar-ul-Khair Ajmer mint is also assigned to this emperor.’ | 


Coins listed in the supplement to Volume III of IMC, 
Mughal Emperors 


N Khujista 1131 I Obv. e ae 

1512 bunyad 1823, but 

; 3 date f I] PA 
to left of X^ 


l. AS, XIV, p. 572. 
2. SIMC, pp. 155-157. 


* 
rd 
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No. Mnit Year Legend 


Year 


Rev. As JMC, 1824 
but okizsims 
W. 169 
S. .9 


1513 Ahmadabad » » Obv. Olbols 


Rev. As IMC, 1824, 
but Wasal 


W. 178.8 
SET 


» » Obv. As on 1213 


Rev. As LMQ, 3759 
W.176.8; S. .9 


1515 Baraili » » Obv. As LMC, 3756 (a) 


1516 Rev. As LMC, 3756 (a) 
- Traces of dotted border 
W. 175.5; S. 1- .95 


As LMC, 3756 (a) 
but ole-3 in one line 
and date to left of 
the traces of dotted 
border 


1514 Azimabad 


1517 Gwaliar Obv. 


Rev. As LMQ, 3756 (a) 


bu A 
t "EI 


W. 175; S. I 


PDS uo LUA IE ATG DAIS EVER TT 


J. Another coin of this mint which is ; i i 
C. R. Singhal in the last issue of this Journal (FNS h 8 E SES ei by 
LI *4, . LI 
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No. Mint Year R L d 
Year esen 
C 
< Gols 
1518 Kora! 1131 I Obv. Css of 
Hr Gs 


Rev, As LMC, 3756 (a) 
LS 


W. 175.6 
S. .9 
1519 Lahor ” » As IMQ, 1823 
1520 Darus-Saltanat W. 176-176 
S. .9;.95 


» 9» Oby, AsIMO,1823 
Date wanting in 
No. 1522 
Rev. As IMC, 1824 i 
W. 168-175 | 
S. .85 | 
| 
| 


1521 Lakhnau 
1522 


1523 Multān » » Obv. As No. 1513 


Rev. As No. IMO, 1824 
but wth 
W. 176; S. .9 
1524 Mumbay » » Obv. As PMO, 2313, but 
date to left of ju 


Rev. As IMC, 1824 
but wal sie 
W. 177; S. .95 


Coin registered in JASB, 1912! 


Ube ols 


Æ Surat —31 I Obv. 8 x 
-- Fah orbs 


l. JASB, 1912, p. 436. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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No Mint Year voar Legend 
A7 
Rev. d 
[m A IA 
Coin registered in NS, XX! 

18 Kambāyat 1131 I Obv. As PMC, 2312 
Rev. As PMC, 2312 
but " 7 

ace ee 


Coin recorded in NS, XV* 


R oh ol pe Lo 
Tatta 1131— i O el at EET 


w 
w 


bss eIl 
Duos à 


` 


It is a couplet coin of Shah 
The couplet is— : dos E 


Ov Orly SEU ent | 
Ou gli te | 


1, NS, XX, p. 554, 
2. NS, XV, pp. 664.5, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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No. Mint Year AS Legend 
Year : 
Coin recorded in VS, X VI! 
A7 Burhanpur 1131 I Ordinary type 


Coin recorded in NS, 1904? 


8 Gwaliar 1131 I Obv. Se ROG 
A net a 
Y 
Kes 
Aslom 
Rev QU SES 
WA s 
TOIS 
W. 177 S.I 
Coin published in J NSI 
ole 
A Machlipatan 1131 I Obv. 5 (lV 
ls 
— S 0 8 
Pe 
Csi le 
c» 
Rev. aci 
ab 3v 
da Hy 
eS or 
| W.175.5 
H SESTO 


1. XS$,XVI,p. 677. But the particulars of this coin are not given, 
2, NS., 1904, pp. 242-3. 
3. JNSI, V, p. 81, pl. V. 7 


9 
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No. Mint Year Re Legend 


COINS OF SHAH JAHAN Ill! 
Coins registered in BMC 


A Islamabad 1173 I Obv. HY 
^ OL» L: 


1087 Ahmadnagar y » Obv. 


Farrukhabad O iB 
6 reet 
. uie 


Rev, OIL 


R Ahmadnagar 


Farrukhabad d » As on 1087 


W. 166 S. 1.1 


1, BMG, pp. 228-30, 


" CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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No Mint Year RI Legend 

; Year 
1089 Ahmadabad „ Obv. ason 1087 : but 


unit of date obscure 


Rev. ason 186: but 
n7 


W.179  S.9 


1090  MabaIndrapu!  ,, » Obv. " 
P M Ole, Le 


Rev: Aus | 


1091  Shahjahanabad 1174 I Obv. | 


Rev.! As DMC, 3753 


S. 1.15 


1, S. Lane Poole only writes Indrapur. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow ^i 
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NODE Year Sir Legend 


1092  Ahmadnagar » 5 As on 1087, but 
Farrukhabad 
W. 174 S. 1.0 


Coins registered in PMC! 
A7 Ahmadnagar 


2851 Farrukhābād 1173 2 As BMC 
1087 
W. 172 S. 1.1 


P, 
2852  Maha ndrapur 1174 I Obv. aie 
2U 04:6 


2267 s 


[UTOR Olay ie 
imabad DENG 5 
2853 : » =» Obv. JEDEL 
i v pO 
— ^ 


l. PMG, pp. 377-378, 


C-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow - 


je 6:0. 


vi 


CREE EST 


E 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


1964] COINS OF SHAH JAHAN Il AND ili 195 
a 
No. Mint Year R. L 
vear egend 
ey 
Rev Obes 
2» o 
—— 
Ahmadnagar 
2855 Farukhabad 1173 ,, 


As on No. 2851 
S. 1. 1 (looped) 


2856 Maha Indrapur 1174 , Obv. 


as on No. 2852 
2857 


Nagari character q 
to left of last line 


Rev. ason No. 2852 


Coins registered in LMC! 


C TL 
IR Ahmadabad 1173 I Obv. Ee 


4480 -lo Li, t, 
s 


cry v 


a£ i 
i Rev. Or p> » A 
| | 


AU 


1, LMC, pp. 389.390. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow ~ 
ze LU 5 
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No. Mint Year Tin Legend 
4481 Ahmadābād 1175 I As 4448, but j jve 
(Sic) 
Obv. (9) Le io) Lo 
[1 
4483 Shahjahanabad 1173 ,, Vole 
Darv-l-Khilafat IE eo = : 
IURE. | 
Rev. al E 32 | 
Gol? ser ly | 
Oyb oov | 
J^ orca | 
4484 1174 , Obv. ason No. 4483, but i 
ye i 
Rev. as on No. 4483 
4485  Ahmadnagar US As. BMC, 1087 
Farrukhabad 
Coins registered in: JMC: 
A Ahmadabad 117- I As L 
ee s LMC, 4480 
: W. 169 
SS 
2264  Azimabad 1173 I As PMO, 2853, but 
mint name is present 
over 
zd 
W. 178 S. 85 
22 1174 ,, Obv. Ason No. 2264, 
» » but Í Ive 


Rev. As on No. 2264 
W.179-178' S. .9:-83 


1. IMG, pp. 266-67, 
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No Mint Year R Legend 
^ Year 8 
2268 Maha Indrapur TN TE As BMC, 1090 
(Bharatpur) 


Coins listed in the Supplement to Volume III 
of IMC, Mughal Emperors! 
1999 Ahmadnagar 1173 I Obv. As LMC, 4485, but 
Al  Farrukhabad LIVE 


| Rev. As LMC, 4485, M.146 
| W. 167.5; S. .95 


| 2000 Akbarabad 1174 „ Obv. As IMO, 2263, 

i A  Mustagirr- but ff vj? over whe 
| ul-Khilafat Rev. IMC, 2263 

| W. 173. S.1.1 
2001 Ahmadnagar 1173 I Obv. As LMC, 4485, 

| Farrukhabad but |J vi^ 


Traces of doted border 
i Rev. As JMC, 4485 
| W. 168 
p S. 1.05 
2002 5 1174 , Obv. As LMC, 4485 
but (] ve | 
Rev. As LMC, 4485 | 
W. 173 
S. 1.1 
2003 Shahjahanabad 1173 , Obv. As JMO, 2263, i 
Dar-ul-Khilafat but | {VP in top line 
Rev. As IMO, 2169 
W. 175 
S. .9 


Coin registered in NS, V* 
14  Azimabad 1174 I As IMC, 2264 
R but JJ vie 


Coin registered in NS, VIP? 
Azimabad 1173 I As IMC, 2264 


| 1. $S/MC, pp. 203-4. 
| 2. NS, V, p. 132, pl, IV. 
3. NS, VII, P. 64. 


i CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 4 
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No. Mint Year JA. Legend 


Coins published in NS, VII! 
A1  Azimabad 1173 I Obv. 


Rev. As IMC, 2264 


Coin listed in JASB, XLV? 
A7 Ahmadnagar 1173 I Obv. As BMC, 1087 but i 


151 Farrukhābād 1) V right to «5j. 
Rev. As BMC, 1087 | 
W. 169 i 
| 
Coins mentioned in PASB, 1876? : 
A Ahmadnagar 1174 I Obv. f 
Farrukhabad i 


uote. | 
A € E d || 
LÀ bee eee 


SENS 


R te ; 
ee Cet Pp 


1. NS, VII, p. 64. 

2. JASB., XLV, p.293, No. 15. J.G. Delmirek keeps this coins in 
the name of Shah Jahan II whose name was Muhi-ul-millat son of 
Muhiu-Sunnat son of Kam Baksh. C.R. Singhal also describes it 
in the Bibliography of Indian Coins, pt. II, P. 6, in the name of 
Shah Jahan II. But Rafi-ud-daulah also had the title ‘Shah Jahàn 
IP and therefore to avoid the confusion among the readers it is 
most essential not to call Shah Jahan II to Muhi-ul-Millat. 

3. PASB.,1876, pp. 138-141. H.Blockmann also did the Same mistake 
and designated the coin in the name of Shah Jahan II. C.R. Singhal 
mentions, of. cit., p. 114, N 116, that “no other particulars about this 
coin are given except the date which is 1173 Hijri. The coin should 
therefore be assigned to Shah Jahan III and not to II. "However, the 
complete legend of the coin is supplied, though the style of putting 
the words and the photograph are not given and the date in the note 
is 1174 Hijri and not 1173 Hijri as Singhal writes, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
-———————— 
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UR MM MEER oo or gue 
No. Mint Year È I EE 
Year egen 


Coin recorded in PASB, 1888! hn 
8 Akbarabad 1174 I 


Alf ! 


Mint towns of Shah Jahan li and ilI based on dated coins 
Shah Jahan li 


ij (1) Shahjahanabad* 

3 (2) Khujista bunyad (Aurangabad) i 

f (3) Akbarabad | 
(4) Baraili 

| (5) Aaimabad 

| (6) Lahore 

| (7) Murshidabad 

j| (8) Arkat 

| (9) Surat 

| (10) Itāwā 

| (11) Islamabad 

(12) Akbarabad (Mustaqirru-I-K hilafat) 

(13) Tatta 

(14) Multàn 


eR 


l. PASB, 1888, p. 4, No. 8. — — : 
2. Place names printed in italics show that the mint-town concerned, 


was used as such by both of the homonymous kings, 


10 


TM UU ay emm 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow E- 
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(15) Lakhnau 

(16) Ahmadabad 

(17) Machlipatan 

(18) Burhanpur 

(19) Kora 

(20) Farkhunda bunjad (Hyderabad) 
(21) Kambayat 


Shah Jahan III 


(1) Islamabad 

(2) Ahmadnagar Farrukhabad 
(3) Ahmadabad 

(4) Maha Indrapur 

(5) Shahjahanabad 

(6) Azimabad 

(7) Akbarabad | 
(8) Surat i 
(9) OQanauj! Í 


Let us see the style of letter-execution on the coins of i 
these mints. | 


Shah Jahan II Shah Jahan III | 
Shahjahanabad | 

|| 

BMC, 945 BMO, 1091 j 
| 

Obv. ols As of Shāh Jahān II, f 


me but date above y? and not 
Fi Solz,l in the left; sal slight by 


s right. 
2 


Rev- 2 L IO as 


l. The coin of this mint of Shah Jahan IIIis described i h 
Catalogue of the white King, 1915, but I could Nd CE it. Suse 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


ee 


| 


omy, FSS 
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1964] 
PMC, 2295 


» 2304 


2305 
2306 


LMC, 8758 
Obv. 


Rev. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. . 
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Obv. As BMC, 945 but 
PIP) right to ob 


Rev. as on BMC, 945, 
but +=! and si~ 
in one line. 


Obv. as on BMC, 945, but m, Ly Le 
[1 


Rev. as PMC, 2295 


as on No. 2295, but 
date | JI" | to right of middle line. 


LMO, 4488 
As BMC, 945 Obv. As BMC, 945 
but | Jf 1 over 
otot 
as on BMC, Rev. as on BMO, 
945 No. 945 but v 


is not in the 4th line 


with CANA al nee ; 


and 2»! is neither written 
alone over &« or with 
siw in the last line, but 
with uy» over &. The 
arrangement is as: 


CX Lace 
| ANPI 
PONES 
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IMC, 1880-31. 
Oby. Asan PMC, 2304. 


Rey. As on PMC, 2304. 
1883-88-84 


Obv. As on PMC, 2304, but date to right of %8 
Rev. as on PMC, 2295. 


However, it is seen that some times it is very difficult 
to distinguish the coins of Shah Jahan II and III of this mint 
but some characteristic features may be noted. 


On the' coins of Shah Jahan II 
(1) »&! above &- in the left side. 
(2) &- and +! in one line ; sometimes sa! over sw, 


(3) u- pex syl in one line. 
(4) Often Shah Jahan is written in the following manner : 


OLP L 


On the coins of Shah Jahan III 


(I) If +! is above siw , it is slightly in the right side. 
(II) uy and +=! some lines in one line above si, 
(III) Shah Jahan is never written in the following way : 


o Leli 


Islamabad 
PMC, 2297 BMC, 1086 
TI Huy, =. 
Ob bd G60 S Pd e Lela 
y; JV oL, L Obv. P EL 
Al dav = — 
A le a 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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Rev. Rev: 
2 e] i 
^ — B M 
: eae Cr jb sigs i 
gal — o 22) y eo | 


ol = s 


The following characteristics on the coins of this mint 
of these rulers can be marked. 


i 
| On the coins of Shah Jahan Il 
| | 
| (1) Shah Jahan is written in this manner— g Le alc 
i 
| 2) Io thirdline yt) Lm O9; 0727? 
| is with 
Cb rue 
(3) »>l in the 4th line with &« 
On the coins of Shah Jahan lil 
: i AU A i 
(1) Shab Jahan is written in this manner Q x Uu | 
x r | 
| (2) ox is with 2»! in the 4th line. 
i b . e 5 9 anf t 
There is a fifth line in which səl is written ; it 1s no 
Sc with as on the coins of Shah Jahan II. 
Azimabad 
* . cy le 3 Mey 
at à es L 
C rc eame os Le L 
gaz Ob. 29 Ko 
Obv r is v 
MENEE — 
wat F E 
At 
- 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow a 
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dl fe : e 0 
Rev. etes Sat Rev. OL 


mos 


BMC, LMC. PMC, IMC, NS, VII 


The coin of Shah Jahan II of this mint have the letters 
in the first line Badshah Gas: while the'coins of Shah Jahan 
III Shah Jahan. On the reverse of Shah Jahan II's coins 
the word jujus is written with maimanat manus in the third 
line, but on the coins of Shah Jahan III it is written with the 4 
word Ahd in the fourth line. 


TONS 
Ose 


Akbarabad 
PMC, 947 PASB, 1888, No. 8 
oes UA 
Ob . . D g = > j 
v lola} Obv. ss ole, L | 
= 2. ces | 
vod 2e | 
T : 
SW a oo | 
Sele z5 jd) EN A 
Rev. 3 ~~ Rev. f 
OP Cus Gale A7 or 
beca ees 
A | » u^ 
AC/f jj 
PMC, 2298-2299 We 
As on PMC, 947 
IMC, 38756 


As on PMC, No. 
947, but | ("| over C4 
IMO, 1895-1896 e 
As on DMC, 3756 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


— n minem eaa m eL p 
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The only noted difference between the coins of Shah Jahan 
II and IlI is that on the reverse of the coins of the former the 
legend starts from the mint name A kbarabad while on the latter 
it begins from Julus and manus and ends on the name of the 
mint Akbarabad. 
Surat 


PMO, 2294 IMC, 2269 


Obv. y Oke Rev. „Utek. 


2 NOW" DEED 
Jy Aww -2 2L. 
"un SB eeoey 
Obv. CONS Rev. Uri 
"OT — | 
TJ. 
d 


IMO, 3757-8757 a 

everse of the coin listed in JASB, 1912. 

n the obverse of Shah Jahan III 
4th line and not in the last 
About the differences of the 


See, also the r 

However we see that o 
Sikah « is written in the 
line as on Shah Jahan II. 
reverse die arrangement of b 
as the legend on the dated coin of this m 
is not read. completely. 


Ahmadabad 


SIMOC, 1518 LMO, 4480 


2L, Obv. Oil [ls 


oth the kings nothing can be said 
int of Shah Jahan III 


y 
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O36 
Rev. LEX cO u 


Os we as SIMO, 
e 


> LITp/ 


The following distinct features of the coins of Shah Jahan 
II and III can be marked out. 

1. On the obverse of the coins of Shah Jahan j¥sltob js | 
written in the first line while on the obverse of the coins of | 
Shah Jahan III j6s226 is in the second line. 1 

2. The name whet on the coins of Shah Jahan II is 
executed in the second line but on the coins of Shah Jahan 
III on the top, i. e. first line. 

3. On the coins of Shah Jahan II the name 
is written in this manner—jJest« while on Shah ¢ a 
Jahan III as oi 


4. Onthe coins of Shah Jahan II Sikah (&&) is written 
over jks but on the coins of Shah Jahan HI it is with ax. 


3. Where on the coins of Shah Jahan II &&- is engraved, 
on the coins of Shah Jahan III cs of «5j. is placed. 


Rev. 
1513 


Let us see the mint-marks, weights and size of the coins 


Mint Marks 


The mint mark, on the coins of Shah ahan III 
noted only on the coins of Azimabad mint. i "d 


Shah Jahan Il Shah Jahan III 
Azimabad 


A ge 
Mint Mark Ww 


WEIGHTS AND SIZE 


Shah Jahan II Shah Jahan III 
Shahjahanabad 
BMC, 945 w i BMC, 1091 S. 115 
PMC, 2295 W. 172 
S. 80 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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IMC, 3753 W. 168.5 
S. 90 

IMO, 1830 W. 175 
S GH 


1831 W. 174 
Sh 5 


In none of the catalogues of Mughal coins, the weight 
and size of the coins of Shah Jahan III’s Shahjahanabad mint 
are given and therefore it is difficult to reach on any conclusion. 
However, in BMC only the size of the coin is supplied and from 
this it may be inferred that the coins of Shah Jahan III of this 
mint were slightly bigger. 


a RR 


Islamabad 
BMC, 1086 W. 168 
S. .85 
Not mentioned 
PMC, 2950 W. 170 
S85 


| Here again we face the same difficulty and therefore it is 
h difficult to say any thing on this point. 
i] 


it may be noted at this stage that the coins of Shah Jahan III of 
this mint were very slightly thicker than the coins of 
Shah Jahan II. 


On the basis of the above noted characteristic features, j 
we may be able to assign the undated coin to any ruler, 
viz, Shah Jahan Il and III, with certainty and assertion 
may be made on the doubted attribution. 


Azimabad 
BMC, 953 W. 178 IMC, 2265 W. 179 
l S, Le S. .90 
" 2266 W. 178 |; 
|] S. .83 T 
| It appears that the standard weight of the coins of this fi 
i mint in the time of both the rulers was 180 grains. However, i 


The undated coins of Islamabad mint attributed to Shah 
Jahan III are held by Whitehead to have been issued by Shah 
Jahan II! However, he afterwards in the Catalogue of Panjab 
Museum attributes the coin No. 2850 to Shah Jahan III 
This coin is as follows: 


1. NS, XI, p. 338. - 
2. PMC, p. 877. 


11 


a o0 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow á 
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Obv- [^ Lo Rev. sli de J 
oL? f p 


Ac p bast 


TS Qua be eS tho 
xc erg 


pri 


On this coin Siahjahan is written in this manner : uola, 
This is the characteristic of the coins of Shah Jahan IIT. 


One undated coin No. 2261 of AzImabad mint is assigned 
to Shah Jahan III in JMC? by H. Nelson wright as “the chief 
guide to the assignation of this coin is the mint-mark, which, 
since the reign of Ahmad Shah, appears on all the coins of the 
Azimabad mint"? The style of writing the legend is also 
totally similar to the dated coins of Azimabad mint of Shah 
Jahan III. Another coin No. 2266 in IMC of the same 
mint is correctly attributed to Shab Jahan as it has the Yi 3 
mint mark which is seen from the coins of Ahmadshah QU 
and the legend written in the same fashion. < 


One coin No. 4248 of Akbarābād mint in ZMČ on the | 
basis of the “traces of date over Cyl»  isattributed by 
nae 


C.J. Brown to Shah Jahan III! But the traces are not so | 
clear and sufficient that the date 1173 or 1174 can be made l 
on them. The reverse of the present coin shows the character- 
istics of the reverse of the coins of Shah Jahan III and hence r 
it may go with certainty to Shah Jahan III. Another coin | 
No. 2263 of this mint is also assigned by H. Nelson Wright in 
IMC “to Shah Jahan III in preferenee to Shah Jahan II on | 
account of the inferiority in execution with the coins of the | 
latter King."* This attribution is confirmed by the reverse 
type of Shah Jahan III seen on this coin. The dateless coin | 
No. 1896 of this mint attributed to Shah Jahan IlI in the | 
Supplement of Indian Museum Catalogue shows the character- 
istics of the coinage of this ruler. 
[ 
| 


IMC, p. 266. 
Ibid, f. n. I. 
Ibid, p. 267, pl. XIX. 
LMG, p. 389, pl. XIx. 
IMG, y. 266, pl. XIX. 
Ibid, £. n. 3, 


gepre 


(>>) 
G 
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One undated coin No. 2296 of Itawa mint has been found if 
in PMC but it has the similar fabric as noticed on the dated i 
coins of Shah Jahan II of this mint recorded in IMC, No. 1827,* f 
and LMC, No. 3754, 3754a.* 


The coin Nos. 4486 and 4487 in DMC are rightly attributed 
to Shah Jahan III as they have the fabric of class I’ of Maha 
Indrapur mint. 

The undated coin No. 2313 of Mumbai mint in PMC is 
called of Shah Jahan IL by Whitehead One dated coin of 
this mint of Shah Jahan II recorded in the Supplement of 
Catalogue? of Indian Museum, exhibits the same characterstics ; 
bence the undated coin of PMC may go with the coins of 
Shah Jahan Il. Some coins registered in the name of 
Muhammad Shah by Stanley Lane-Poole dated in 1131 
A. H. are really of Shah Jahan Il. We know that in 
1716-1717 (1129 A. H.) in Sth regnal year Farrukhsiyar 
permitted East India Company to coin money in the name 
of the Mughal Emperors. Of the coin Nos. 68, 69, 70 the 


i 
| 1. PMC, p. 315. 
1 9. IMC, p. 214. 
| 3. LMC, p. 325. 
I 4, Inthe coins of Mahā Indrapur mint, two classes can be marked. 
Í Class I " 
l dob 1 
[| e co D | 
i Q Le ols ———A i 
Obv. ule Las Rev. VJL naer? i 
pres J QJ» ii 
n Uu RET ELLA i} 
| tit 
3 PMO, 2852. B 
Class Ii | 
| Obv. Rev. | 
i AsonI 
ALAN? . 
| We 
| DA iv ^ v? 
-Al 
| D ee” 


BMC, 1090; IMC, 2268 


5. PMC, p. 318. 
6. SIMG, p. 157, No. 1524, 
7. BMC, p. 278, Nos. 68, 69, 70. 


——ÀA*x 
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fabric of obverse goes against Muhammad Shah. On the 
obverse of the coins of Muhammad Shah the arrangement is 


made as such! :— 


On the aforesaid coins the legend is in this manner :— 


Ce, Le 
Osle 


New 
lp IY 


Here two points are worth to be}considered. 

The most important is that what was the sense of putting 
the letter w on the coins of Muhammad Shah. It fails to 
represent any meaning. The fact is that this is the last letter 


of the name of Shah Jahan: QL ly to] 
í * 


The point is that the Kaf of Mubarak is not written above 
se < like the coins of Muhammad Shah but on this coin the 
word Stkah is written in the third line above Mubarak which is 
in fourth line. j 

The date Jj” also goes with Shah Jahan II. 

The letters of the obverse of these coins can be read as 
follows: 


Cs Je 
a [2:3 
CQ sU.) 


Ca 
Wee ha 


1, LMG, p.361, No. 4210, pl. ; 
p- 279, No. 72, ph XXX], — 7 7 MG: p.348, No. 358; BMC, 


ta 
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On the undated coin of this mint catalogued i 
and the dated coin in STMC ofthe Bombay do the oa 
Ghazi is written on the top and Sikkah over Mubarak like 
the coins of BMC. And hence there is no place of doubtin 
the attribution of this coin to Shah Jahan II. x 


About the undated coin No. 949 of Surat mi ich i 
attributed by Stanley Lane-Poole to Shah SEA 
— Whitehead writes that it may be assigned to Shah Jahan II 
The word Sikkah on the obverse of it is written in the last ime 
the characteristic of Shah Jahan Il's die—it may go well with 
this ruler. In PMC one undated coin 2303 of this mint is kept 
with the coins of Shah Jahan IP? but he thinks that “this may 
be a coin of Shah Jahan III.” The specimen is unillustrated. 
However, from the description it appears of Shah Jahan II. 
The attribution of another undated coin No. 1835 of similar 
fabric in ZM to Shah Jahan II* is also correct, though H. 
Nelson doubted and mentions that "there is nothing to show 
whether this is a coin of the second or third Shah Jahan.”* 
j The undated coin No. 2302 of Sarhind mint bearing the 
| legend Shāh Jahān catalogued in PMC" and of SIMC, No. 1526? 
are rightly attributed to Shah Jahan IL as, probably Sarhind 
after 1171 A. H. went in the hands of Sikhs. 
| The undated coin No. 21 of Bahádurgarh? is rightly 
assigned to Shah Jahan II, because no coin of Shah Jahan III is 
| discovered of any mint of Deccan. 
The dateless coin of Burhanpür mint ascribed to Shah 
Jahan II? must be examined here. 


It has following legends — 


4 Obv. re C 'olz. 


aetate eA ENE 


1. BMG, p. 195. 

2. NS, XI, p. 335. 

3. PMG, p. 316. 

4, Ibid, p. 316, f. n. I. 

5. IMG, p. 215. 

6. Ibid, p. 215, f n. L 

7. PMG, 316. 

8, SIMG, p. 157. 

9, NS, XXXIX, p. 16, pl. III. 
10. NS, XII, pp. 286-7. 
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Rev. C ye 


Dd 
— 


P Jo ley 
3 VE 


W..169 
SEO 


H. N. Wright mentions that “the attribution of this coin 
to the second Shah Jahan (Rafiud-daulah) is not free from 
doubt, but of which ever King it is it seems to be unpublished 
though Dr. Taylor has a rupee of this mint and reign of Shah 
Jahan IL"! The number 1 after ; of 59 is very much doubtful 
because Wright himself in the note does not force on the date 
but only says that “the regnal year 2 is noticeable.’ The 
specimen concerned is not illustrated and hence the numeral 1 
should not be taken seriously. Here the main attractive point 
is the regnal year 2. We know Shah Jahan III was raised to 
the throne on 8th Rabi II 1173 and was deposed on 29th Safar 
1174. However, at this moment this coin, as it is more better, 
can be assigned to Shah Jahan III. 


The Junagarh coin attributed to Shah Jahan II* is as 
follows : 


"2 ARV 
x = eae 
meee ls) emm Une ati 


HOC | — p 
PI est VLL. 


About the dateless coins of Junagarh mint i 
Shah Jahan II, P. Taylor ae oe “this ee EE 
probably not, of the reign of Shah Jahan III. It js a ‘type "that 
one associates with the earlier rather than with the later half 
of the twelfth (Hijri) century. Compare the Multan and Ajmer 


l. Ibid, p.237. 
2. NS, XIX, p. 422. 
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rupees of Shah Jahan IL" But the style of putting the letters 
on the obverse does not totally resemble to the coins of Multan VE | 
mint of this emperor. However, it is noted so far that no coin | 
from this mint after Muhammad Shah was issued! and hence | 
this coin may be attributed at this stage to Shah Jahan II. if 


The details of the undated coins of Ajmer mint which are 
ascribed to Shah Jahan II are not available and hence it is 
impossible to review it. P. Taylor, though mentions that this 
coin “may be confidently assigned to this emperor rather than 
Shah Jahan III, but what are the arguments in favour of 
this confidence are not given by him. We know on the other 
hand that Ajit Singh, the ruler of Jodhpur—in the time of 
Shah Jahan IL Rifud-daulah—took his daughter back; who had 
been married to Farrukh Siyar, and ordered her to throw away 
her Musalman dress) And therefore unless the dated coins 
of Shah Jahan II of this mint are found, this mint may be 
included in Shah Jahan III's mint list. 


One coin with the legend Shah Jahàn discovered from 

Jaipur, Rajasthan, has been attributed to Shah Jahan n, 

though C. R. Singhal was hesitant in attributing it to Shah 

| Jahan II, as it is clear from his writing. ‘The coins of Shah 

| Jahan II and Shah Jahan III are so identical in legend and 

fabric that in the absence of date, they cannot be assigned 

correctly. As the specimen of the Punjab Museum does not 

bear any date, it is not known how this coin has been assigned 

to Shah Jahan II and not to Shah Jahan III by Whitehead." ^ 

However, on the grounds of the above factors this coin may be 
attributed to Shah Jahan III. 


In the case of undated mints—the mints of which no dated 
. coin is found so far—and new mints we have to look to some other 
4 characteristics, though they may not be very correct sometimes. 


| (iy The letters on the coins of Shah Jahan II are rounded 
| but on Shah Jahan III they are flat and beautiful. 


| (ijj On the coins of Shah Jahan III, generally the nukhtas 
| are big, bold and rectangular. 


Singhal, C. R, Mint Towns of the Mughal Emperors of India, pp. 43ff. 
NS, XIX, p. 572. ; 

Flliot, H. M, The History of India, VII, p. 94. 

Singhal, C. R, “Some New coins from Jaipur”, GNSI, XX, 1958, 


DEA IS CS BS ois 


The weight, size and photograph of all the coins are not given and 
and detailed study was not possible. I wanted to 


— compare the weighte of the coins with their size but inadequate 
informations made me afraid to have a wrong result. 


| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
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A SEALING OF THE ATHARVANIKA-CHARANA 
V. S. PATHAK 


[Pl. Vill] 


This terracotta sealing, oval in shape and measuring 7.2 x 
6.1 cms found in Rajghat Excavations 1961 in an unstratified 
filling which was based on the layer 3 and sealed by ae 
Stratigraphically, it can be assigned to any period after 300 
A.D. The sealing contains only one impression, encircled by 
a reel border. The upper two-third of the flan is devoted to 
the device, and the remaining one-third is occupied by the 
legend. 

The device :—In the centre, a horse-faced human figure with 
horns and drooping long ears, stands in samapada-sthanuka, 
holding in extended left hand an indistinct object resembling a 
conch, and in the right an attribute almost wholly obliterated 
leaving some faint impressions of an akshamala (?) represented 
around the hand in a circular form. The heavy breast and 
protruded belly are undraped—except a kaupina, in fact, there 
does not seem to be any drapery on hisbody. Represented 
frontally, the feet look like solid hooves. 


The central figure is flanked by two mangala-ghatas 
( 3élafiféquesqesnreWaes ) with foliage and cocoanut at the 
top. The ghatas are broad-rimmed with small necks and heavy 
bodies. On the outer sides of the ghatas are the trident-battle 
axe on the left, and thunderbolt on the right. Below is a two- 
storied pedastal with ends prominently delineated as triangular 
hooks. 


The Legend :— Atharvanika-charana. 
(Pl. VHI. 3) 


The Device : An Image of the Atharvaveda 

We propose to identify the horse-faced human figure as 
Atharvaveda on the basis of authorities cited below. The 
present sealing furnishes for the first time a definite and 
positive evidence for the anthropomorphic representation of the 
Vedas. Of course in a verse of tlie Atharvaveda, there is a 
reference to the Vedas in their material form, which could be 
placed into and taken out of a receptacle (XIX,72). The context 
of the verse supplied by the XKauéikasütra, however, indicates 
that by ‘the Veda’ here, a vedic manuscript and not the image 


of a Veda is meant. B wa Í simi slids a 
image of the Vedag— y way of simile, Kalidasa refers to an 
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agog wt ARET orar | 
aa Amad amaa ATA i 
Malavikagnimitra, Act, I. 


But the verse, at the most, will indicate that the 
anthropomorphic form of the Vedas was in one way or the 
other conceived. 


The Charanavyiiha probably composed in the 6th century 
A.D: gives as below the description of the images of the 
various Vedas— 


aria: qure inne: paham: saat; agde: 
fige: aaaea: FI aT... wae BR ww 
gma: geam amb aed gade. pU RAT... ; 
aadi: cas: aed fant gaat ae grea 

aerarii 1 
Charagavyuha, Benares, 1938, IV, P. 47 


Except the statement about colours which unfortunately 
we do not now find in early images, there is hardly any 
iconographic feature in the above description which may enable 
us to identify the images of various Vedas. 


From this time onwards, however, we get some works 
which give us specific details on the form of Vedic images. 
These texts clearly evince two different traditions. 


The second tradition seems to have started sometime 
before the 13th century A. D., whereas the first was current 
inc. 450 A. D. Fora correct appraisal we shall begin with 
the second tradition. In Hemadri$ Chaturvarga Chintamani 
(1260—1270 A. D.) we get the following verses— 

> CY c 
PACRATUTA SIE THAT | 
aaar: Ma sumere: UI 
ersrer: AINEST, | 
ar gears Rp ager d 
AAE: AA CATA: | 
aaae] CA TTA pT: 

X [j 

aanhad Sip wel secre 
aaaea BAI TA BAIT? |l 

These verses also occur in the V risirhaprasada of Dalapati 
Maharaja (1490—1512 A. D), the Devatamirti-prakarana of 

12 
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Sütradhara Mandana (16th century), and the Sritattvanidhi of 


Mummali Krishnaraja Odvyara. 

Here the images of Rig, Yajuh, Sama and Atharvana 
are described as having respectively the faces of ass, goat, 
horse and monkey. 

The earlier tradition which was for the first time recorded 
in the Jayakhya-Sanhita (c. 450 A. D), however, runs as 
follows— 

ASTRA g AATA | 
audere ges g did TERA |l 


p. 97 
According to it, the images of all the four Vedas should 


be represented in the hybrid from constituted by the dovetail- 
ment of human and horsy bodies. 


It may be noted that the work containing both these two 
traditions of the iconography of Vedas were composed in the 
land to the south of the Vindhyas. 


The Jayakhya-samhita was written in Gujarat. The 
Chaturvarga-Chintamani and the WV risimha-prasada were 
respectively composed in the Yadava territory and 
Hyderabad. The father of Sutradhar Mandana hailed from 
Gujarat and the Sritattvanidht was composed in Kerala. 


On the basis of the above quotation from the Jayakhya- 
samhita, we identify the horse-faced human figure on the sealing 
as the representation of a Veda, and since the sealing belonged 
to the Atharvanika-charana i.e. a corporate body of scholars 
having the Atharva as their Veda, we identify it as the image 
of the Atharvaveda.! P 


Up to-date, the sealings of four charanas—the Bahvrichya, | 
the Chhandoga, the Charaka and the Atharvanika—have been 
discovered. Sealings of the Bahvrchya of the Rigveda, the 
Chhandoga of the Samaveda, and the Charaka of the Yajur- 
veda have been discovered in fairly large numbers. But of the 


1. The verse of Kalidasa quoted above indicates that the trays or the 
Vedic triad was anthropomorphically conceived. In this context, we 
would like todraw the attention of scholars to a few sealings of 
poate) excavated from Nalanda. Out of the five Traividya 
Bee inga, illustrated in the Nalanda and its Epigraphic Material, 
ae show a corpulant male figure with three-heads, holding 
MS nt and maùgala kalasa in left hand. In the sealing 
2 CINE 890, the side-faces of the three-headed figure are 
aes 4 € protruding lower part of the face being quite clear. 
the Arn er pe eie aie, and mangala kalii Ad 

um en to i 
figure is intended to represent the VAL Cage p 
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Atharvanika charana, however, this is the only sealing. What 
is intrigning is that even literature on the charanas does not 
make any reference to the Atharvanika-charana. 


The Legend (a) Inscriptional evidence on the 
Atharvanika-charana 


In Northern India, the Atharvavedins figure but rarely. 

During the Gupta period, there is one solitary reference toan 

Atharvavedin in an inscription from Kangra Valley. Later, 

they are mentioned in the records of the Gurjjara!-Pratiharas 

and the Chandellas.?_ There are few references in inscriptions 

from Bengal and Gujarat! also. In south they seem to be 

fairly popular. In the Gupta period, they are mentioned in the 

epigraphs from Vidarbha®, Mysore and Belgaum district. 

f Later, of course, there are frequent references in south Indian 
inscriptions. 


The Atharvanika-charana, however, is mentioned only once 
in inscriptions. In the Basim Copper Plate of Vindhya Šakti II, 
there is the unique reference to the settlement of the Brahmanas 
belonging to the Atharvanika-charana at AkaSapadraka village 
in Vidarbha. 


(b) Palzography of the legend 


Following are the striking features— 


, 


(i) Letters ‘a’, ‘ka’ and ‘ra’ have the vertical doubled at 
the lower end. The bend at the lower part of the 
vertical is angular. This is South Indian characteristic 
found in inscriptions of the 6th century A. D. The 
curving of verticles is found in the Udayagiri and 
Sanchi inscriptions of Chandragupta II also, but the 

IN extended and angular bend of verticles is seen in none 

f of the North Indian inscriptions. 


| (ii) ‘va’ is of two varieties—one with a triangular base, 

| and the other with a broad square body generally 
found in South Indian inscriptions. 

(iti) ‘ga’ is of the open-mouthed variety found in North 
Indian epigraphs from the Allahabad Prasasti of 
Samudragupta to the Gwalior inscriptionof Mihirabhoja. 


(iv) Square form of ‘tha’ with a mid-line found in North 
Indian inscriptions. 


IA, XV, p. 140. 

EI, iV, p. 157. 

Inscriptions of Bengal, III, p. 112. 
1A, XIII, pp. 81-87. 

Select Ins, p. 40. 


gue goto r* 
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The script is, therefore, pre-eminently south Indian with 
some North Indian characteristics. The seal seems to have 
been prepared sometime in the 6th century A. D. to the south 


of the Vindhyas. 


The evidence of palaography is corroborated by the 
literary tradition of the Vedic iconography o eee 
data in as much as all the texts giving the depu ce ve ig 
images were composcd in South, and the only epigraphic refe- 
rence to the Ztharvagika charaga occurs in the Basim Copper 


Plate of Vindhya Sakti II. 


The Method of Affixing Sealings 


The front side of the sealing which bears the device and 
the legend is flat, but the back is semi-globular with a rectan- 
gular depression measuring about 2.6 x 7 cms, with preminent 
grooves on the sides and very shallow grooves at the top and 
bottom. The rectangular depression seems to have been caused 
by pressing a hard and yet malleable substance on the sealing 
when moist. Such grooves are found on some sealings excavated 
at Basarh by Bloch who thought that they were made by “some 
instrument, perhaps the brood side of knife"! 


The rectangular depression is horizontally divided into two 
unequal parts by three irregular depressions, one over the other, 
two of which might have been caused by the imprinting of the 
palm-leaf, the remaining thin line-like depression might have 
been due toa palm-leaf fillet used for binding the upper part 
of the palm-leaf letter, 


The sealing is of the unbaked clay, except the left extreme | 
section of the back side which is tainted red indicating that it 1 
was slightly heated after it was attached to the document. 


From literature, we get little bits of information on the 
method of sealing documents, There seems to have been three 
kinds of sealing devices. On documents written in metal, a 
metallic sealing was affixed by means of a ring. The second 
mode was to the impression of seal in ink by stamping it on the 
object. A late work refers to this mode in the following 
verse— 


s draag Bes Bat aoe à 
qaga ad Tay deals AEN 


l. ASI. AR., 1903-04, P. 101. ^ 
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The ruddy and full orb of the moon on the verge of horizon 
looks like the impression of a stamp imprinted on cloth by 
the Evening seal Officer in ink prepared out of mineral colours. 


(argen cp. emrfesea supra fat arguit: RISIA, SIAT; remet 
^ S 5 

Wee FA Wray, mundus, 1, 7. but contra qure fremd 

asst, qerfieaia IL, 48). 


The practice of stamping the cloth is further borne out 
by an incidental reference to it in the Mudra-rakshasa. “By 
now, since Kusumapura is near, none that does not possess a 
passport ( ST ) is allowed to leave or enter the camp. So if 
you are imprinted with the seal of Bhagurayana you may 
safely go; otherwise stay” (Mudra-rakshasa, act, V). The phrase 
"if you are imprinted with the seal" has been correctly 
interpreted by Dhruva (Liid, Poona, 1923 p. 154) as indicating 
that the cloth worn by the entrant to the capital was to be 
stamped. Probably same mode has been mentioned in the 
Punyanadi Jataka, where it is stated that a letter was to be 
wrapped in a piece of cloth over which the seal was imprinted. 
For ensuring the safety and authenticity of objects for a short 
period, this mode seems to have been employed. The Milinda- 
patho, in the course of a philosophical disputation, records 


“qa q qima fre aed ufum Sar Afa aed anata fa— 


And again, O king, as the pilot puts a seal on the steering 
apparatus lest any one should tamper it.” 


The third mode was to affix terracotta sealings on docu- 
ments, and, here two different methods were employed. In the 
first, wooden tablets were used as envelops for documents. 
They were tied with strings and over the knot a terracotta 
sealing was fixed. 


These envelops consisting of wooden tablets may be classi- 
fied into three different groups. The double-wedge and the 
double rectangular tablets discovered at Niya were used in the 
3rd century A. D. for Kharosthi documents. The third group 
of tablets discovered at Rawak and ascribed to the 8th century 
A. D., resembles with the Niya double rectangular tablets in 
shape but differs from them since the former have simple under- 
tablets in place of side-immed under tablets. Further, the 
Rawak simple double rectangular tablets were used for encasing 
the Brahmi documents. The method of sealing and stringing 
the tablets differed in all the three varieties. 


Such envelops containing documents were known as Aa@ehana- 


kī (Jatadhara quoted in the Vachaspatyam) or Kachanaka ( ey 
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Raad Aa qu maama, Haravali, 54; also Kachana in eur 
amaa: | Wig: aige: pud divae) Trikangasesha, 
II, 8, 28). It is called kachana, kachanaka or kachanaki 
because it resembles a pingo (kacha) in the form of a 
carrying-pole with a looped rope in the middle fastened with a 
basket (eared, Vinayapitaka, ll. 137 ; PUE GESIE EREGI ). 
It is interesting to note that kapātikā, another word for pingo, is | 
also used to indicate such enveloped containing documents. 
Sudrishti in the Harshacharita is described as having kept in 
hand a Kapatika containing the manuscript of the Vayu Puràga 
(maasi TERA , p. 85). 


The second method of affixing terracotta sealings is 
simpler. It consists in folding to either the top or the bottom 
of the palm-leaf document, and tying its folds with a palm-leaf 
band the ends of. which were inserted in the clay, which was 
then imprinted with the seal. Sometimes in place of palm-leaf | 
band, a piece of cloth was used (Shastri, Malanda and its Epigra- 
phic Material, p. 27). Fortunately, in the Bharata Kala Bhavana, 
Banaras Hindu University, a palm-leaf document issued by the 
king Jayajitamitra Malla of Nepal dated in N. S. 806 is pre- 
served along with an intact terracotta sealing fixed at the top. 
From the photographs reproduced here, the method of affixing 
the terracotta sealing may be clearly understood (PI. VIII. 4.5), 


EXU S 


Literature helps us in understanding further stages. From 
an incidental reference in the Harshacharita, we learn that the 
lump of clay, attached to the end of cloth or palm-leaf band 
should be soft and nearly dry ( gga and Hanaga ) 
over which a metallic seal was impressed ( aqfaa} 
ger gaat | sare at war....| aange quf 
Wd Gt He casa spl qoam |) Then, that the names 
of the sender and the addressee with an indication of the con- 
tent of letter were written is known from the Mudrarakshasa 


(aie: Senf seri fef at aeae Su, Mudra- 
rakshasa, Act V). 


fe 


After it, the leaf was rolled up and tied with strings—(see | 
Sd 4 idea, Malnvikagnimitra, Act V, and ggi qarsa- 
Weed qu, Mudrarakshasa, Act V ). Or, it was placed into a 


circular case of cloth. Kurangka is stated to have carried the 
letter of Prabhakaravardhana's illness to Harsha in a blue fillet- 


like case of cloth tied on the head as a garland. ( Samia 
sets spear deter waagrsutan ). The Praíasi Batnakara 
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of Dalapati probably composed in the 18th century states that 
the letter may be placed in an embroidered silken case ( fafaa- 


sure Srfargrat AA ). 

A letter addressed to high personages was accompanied 
with presents, termed as afünyartha (eres erem fiaz- 
agan , Mudrarakshasa, Act V, p. 70; also Sergei | 
ZAROAN, ibid, V, p. 75 ; cl sreaearttar GRAA Azar | 
-qaitarfsd amad, Harshacharita, V). Such presents were also 
authenticated by stamps. 


From the examination of the present sealing and the little 
pieces of information from literature, it appears that the top of 
the palm-leaf document was folded and tied with palm-leaf 
| strings, the ends of which were inserted into a nearly dry and 
soft clod of earth, with flattened and smooth surface on the front 
| side and semi-spherical on the back. The seal was stamped on 
the front flattened side. After the earth is dried, the sealing 
on one side was baked a little under strictly controlled heating 
condition. 


In fine, we may state that the present sealing, attached to 
a letter or some other type of document, was brought from the 
settlement from the settlement of the Brāhmaņas belonging to 
the Atharvanika-Charana. Further on one basis of literary 
tradition of the iconography of the Vedas, and palaeographical 
characters of the legend, it may be added that it came sometime 
in c. 550-600 A. D. from the region south of the Vindhyas. 
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ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE OF ROMAN COINS 
FOUND IN INDIA 


BALRAM SRIVASTAVA 


The Periplus indicates that a large number of Roman gold 

and silver coins were imported into the market—towns of 

Barygaza, Muziris and Nelcynda.! The import of these coins 

in the markets of Muziris and Nelcynda, however, was in a | 

greater quantity than Barygaza. E. H. Warmington Commenting i 

i on this situation remarks that the taking of money to the Chera | 
Kingdom was much more profitable than the import of imperial 

wares into that kingdom.? The Tamil poems of the so called | 

“Sangam Age” (earlier Christian eras)? contain reference to | 

yavanas importing gold into Muziris and other ports of the Tamil | 

land.‘ Discoveries since 1775 of sixty eight finds of Roman gold | 

and silver coins have fully corroborated this literary evidence.’ 

It may be indicated here that the literary evidences quite 

clearly show that the imported gold coins were brought to 

India in exchange of pepper. There is however a great deal of 


Controversy regarding the economic significance of these coin 
hoards.* 


Pliny and Tacitus have stated that the drain of Roman 
currency into India was in exchange of its 
products. But according to E, H, Warmington the eastward 
movement of Roman money took place in two forms ; merchants 
carrying on large transactions with foreign countries found 
gold coins a necessity for external commerce, while the 
silver coins were essential for smal] exchange. And thus much 
of the Roman money was taken to India by Roman subjects 3 
in order to buy up in bulk the commodities that they were 


commercial 


1, W.H. Schof, The Peri Ery 
5 EGET a 2: ert plus of the Erythraean Sea, pp. 39, 49, 56. 


pp. 276-277 » Commerce between Roman Empire and India 
e K. A. N. Sastri, Colas, I, p. 3. 


| 
a | 
E Kannakasabhai Pillai, Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, pp. 25-27., | 


" Wheeler. R.E.M., Rome Beyond its Imperial Frontiers, pp- 164-165. 
- Commerce between Roman Empire and India, pp. 274-277 ; Periplus of 
the Erythrean Sca, pp 192-193, 219.290, 
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unable to get by exchanging imperial products. But besides 
this natural condition of wholesale trade there was a “deli- 
berate exportation" of Roman money to India to create a 
Roman currency there.! 


The reasons for such ‘deliberate exportation’ has been 
further explained by Warmington, thus :? 


1, In India there was dearth of commercial coinage, parti- 
cularly in the dominion of the Sakas, where coins of Apollodotus 
and Menander were current even during the earlier centuries of 
our era. 


2. Tamilians, whose coins were made of base metals, of 
little exchange value, allowed Romans to introduce their own 
coinage of gold and silver (with a view probably to facilitate 
their international commerce). 


—— MÀ He 


The dearth of commercial coins in the Saka territory is ill 
founded and the statement of Periplus that the coins of Apollo- 
| dotus and Menander were current in the Saka territory is vague 
and misleading. The absence of the coins of these two kings 
| among the archaeological finds of this region and the abundance 
of coins of silver and copper of the Sakas in that territory, 
however, is not indicative of such a dearth. It is also note 
worthy that though Periplus has mentioned Barygaza as the 
port where gold and silver coins were particularly imported by 
Romans, there is no numismatic evidence to corroborate it as no 
hoard of Roman coins has been found as yet, near about 
Barygaza. According to the map of Wheeler, Barygaza has 
yielded only one Roman coin and that too belongs to a time 
later than that of Periplus. Warmington has also argued that 
the reason for the absence of Roman silver coins in N. W. of the 
T Cheras is that the “Sakas coined silver, and Andhras also helped 

their own issues of lead and copper by issues of silver, impor- 
tation of which was thus found by the Romans to be atleast | 
unnecessary ; what they did bring and exchanged was perhaps 
melted down and then reissued by Andhras and Sakas who | 
coined no gold." Now, if the main purpose of the import of 
| Roman currency was to facilitate commercial transactions how 
| can one believe that Andhras melted them. Such an act would 


t 
{ 
i 
i 


l. Commerce between Roman Empire and India, p. 274. 

2. Commerce between Roman Empire and India p. 217. 

A. K. Narain, Indo-Greeks, pp. 68-69. 

4. According to wheeler’s assignment, this coin belongs to 2nd century 

* A.D. Theother coin found near about Barygaza is not correctly 

identified as Roman. The date of the coin is also not certain. cf. R, 
E. M. Wheeler, Rome Beyond its Imperial frontiers, p. 195. 

5. Commerce between Roman Empire and India, pp. 288-289, 
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defeat the very purpose of the currency exchanged. : Even 
Warmington finds it difficult to remain consistent in presuming 
the death of commercial currency in the Saka territory. There- 
fore thus in one place he presumes the dearth of commercial 
coinage in Saka territory,’ in another he says that there was 
no such dearth Thus, he himself finds it difficult to confirm 
the statement of Periplus concerning the “so called dearth of 
commercial coins” in Barygaza. The other point about melting 
of the Roman coins by the Sakas and Andhras imported into 
Barygaza is also based on conjectures. Of course, the design of 
the coins of Nahapana was influenced by the Roman coins as 
their Greek legend suggests? but the melting condition is not 
properly attested. Again, if it is to be accepted that these were 
melted, it naturally indicates that the Roman coins imported in 
to Barygaza actually had no currency significance in the Indian 
markets, particularly in the Saka and the Andhra territories. 


| 
H 


In the story of Apollonius it is stated that for all those 
traders of Rome and Pārthia who came to trade with India, it 
was necessary to buy things in the Indian markets with the 
‘Indian stuff of archaic and black brass. This really refers to 
the indigenous currency of cheap metal circulating throughout 
Indian markets. Now if this statement of Apollonius is to be 
believed, which appears quite reasonable, then all the foreign 
traders of Pārthia and Rome had to purchase or exchange the 
native currency with their precious metal currency of silver and 
gold for purchasing the Indian commodities for which they had 
no adequate exchangeable commodity. This presumption may 
be confirmed from a passage of Periplus in which he informs 
us that at Barygaza such exchanges of coins were actually 
made between Romans and Indian traders.’ 


In such exchanges according to Periplus, were the Romans 
who had an advantageous position. Warmington holds that 
Romans exchanged their coins of. gold and silver with the coins 
of Sakas and Andhras which were not of precious metals? But 
we do not know in what way the Romans were in advantageous 
position ? When they exchanged the gold and silver with the 
indigenous currency of base metals, naturally it can be presumed 
that the token base metal coins had more purchasing power in 


— 


ibid, pp. 274-75, 
ibid, pp. 288-89, 
Rapson BMC, AWK, pp. C. XCIV ; Commerce between Roman Empire 
and India, p. 290, 
Philostratus, Appollonius of Tyana. 1I. 7. 
Pi of the Erytiraean Sea, 44, 
id, 49, 


Commerce between Roman Empire and India, pp. 277-278, B 
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Indian markets than the Roman gold and silver coins of the 
same weight. Further, it cannot be said that gold and silver 
as metals were not known to Indians or that their bullion value 
was not fixed in the Indian markets. The traces of imitation of 
the design of Roman coins on the coins of the Sakas particularly 
of Nahapana, though doubtful, may be taken as an Indian 
attempt to standardize the type and weight of their coins in 
relation to Roman coins for facilitating the exchange of currency 
with the Roman traders. The equality of the weight of Roman 
aurei and Kushana denarius may suggest the same significance. 
This assumption leads us to the following conclusions :— 


1. Exchange of currency in India was a necessary condi- 
tion for Roman traders for those purchases for which 
they had no adequate exchangable commodity. 


2. As the use of Indian currency, which the Romans 
obtained through exchange was limited in the Indian 
markets they consumed all of it for purchasing goods 
in the Indian markets. This may explain the absence 
of Indian coins among the finds of the western and 
Roman excavated sites. Had the use of Indian 
currency been wide in the international markets they 
would have been found outside India also. 


3. For Indians, the value of foreign money thus obtained 
from Roman traders was nothing more than bullion, 
therefore, these coins either were melted for making 
ornaments or were hoarded as gold and silver bullion. 


Itisstrange that though out of seventy eight finds, fifty- 
seven finds are from the South of the Vindhya and twenty-nine 
from the Tamil region, no port below Nelcynda in the time of 
Periplus has been mentioned as importing Roman coins. 
According to Warmington, in the Tamil region, where there was 
an absence of gold and silver currency, no exchange took place 
between the currencies of Romans and Tamilians. Hence, 
besides the natural exchange practices a portion of Roman gold 
and silver currency was imported as commodity to be purchased 
by local traders for the introduction of gold currency system in 
the native states.” 


But, whatever may be the amount of currency imported in 
India as commodity, it is difficult to agree with the view of 
Warmington that an alien currency was imported by the 
Tamilians for use as coins in their own country. 


1. Commerce between Roman Empire and India, p. 278. 
2. Ibid, pp. 277-278 
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by Romans were not recognized as currency by the then ruling 
princes of the Cholas and the Pandyas. If the exchange or pur- 
chase of Roman coins was only the concern of local merchants, 
and the state had no hand in it, then it would follow that the 
Tamil traders purchased the Roman gold and silver coins for 
hoarding them as bullion being fully conscious of their metallic 
yalue. Wheeler also confirms this view. While expressing | 
doubts about the role of the Roman coins in an alien economy | 
he has accepted openly that most part of it (coins) was em- 
ployed not as currency but as bullion and the imported coins | 
can only have been used as bullion to be weighed out in P 
exchange for goods or silver and gold ornaments.” 


Warmington also indicates that the precious coins brought | 
ji 
li 
| 


Numismatic evidence is also available to show that the 
Tamilians accepted the Roman gold and silver coins from alien 
traders only as bullion. We find that during the reign of Nero, 
Roman traders had to take particular pains to collect gold 
coins of earlier Roman Kings, which had high gold content for 
utilising them to purchase goods in the Indian markets for, Nero 
had debased the Roman currency during his regime. But after 
sometime, when old and genuine Roman gold coins were not avail- 
able to Roman merchants for use in the Indian markets their trade 
with India was completely stopped. This fall in trade came 
about particularly when Vespasian imposed" restrictions on the 
export of gold, probably on public complaint of which we get a 
glimse in Pliny's famous regret) This fact is fully confirmed 
by the numismatic and archaeological evidences. 


In India also, the kings, as we have stated above dis- 
approved the use of Roman coins as currency. As minting 
at that time was under state control, therefore, government took 
serious note of all attempts of Roman traders of circulating 
their coins in Indian markets which could affect the national 
economy. In fact, to ward off such attempts the government 
did resort tothe mutilation of Roman coins.* The gold coins 
of Rome imported in India as Wheeler remarks ‘were 
liable to be pierced for suspension or mutilated by a cut across 
the obverse,’ In the Tamil region, where the Romans 
had a trade colony, it is striking to note that not a single 
coin we have found so far bearing any sign of Roman imitation. 
In the later half of the first century and in the second century, 


Roms beyond its Imperial Frontiers, p. 167. 

Rome beyond its Imperial Froneiers, p. 166. 

Pliny, XII. 94; VI. 101. 

Vumismatic chrouicle, 3rd series, XVIII ; 

its Imperial Frontier, p. 169, CS P AAT 
Ibid, p. 166 ; . Rome beyond its Imperial Frontiers, p. 166, 
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as the numismatic evidences show, a change seems to have come 
in the nature and the scope of Indo-Roman trade. According 
to Sewell after Vespasian the Romans began to give preference 
to markets of Saurashtra. Thereafter the approach of Roman 
traders to Tamil land was rare.! Warmington, while admitting 
partial cessation of Roman trade in Tamil land, believes that 
the change virtually was not in the nature or scope of trade 
but was in the medium of exchange. He opines that after 
Vesapasian when the export of gold was stopped the exchange 
of goods was carried on between the Tamilians and the Romans 
on the basis of barter.’ But, it is difficult to believe that if 
the Roman traders had created a system of gold and silver 
coins for the exchange of goods in Tamil land, it could have 
been stopped all too suddenly and the Tamil traders would 
have reverted back to the barter system to the exclusion of 
all coinage in their transactions. 


We can thus conclude that gold and silver Roman currency 
in Indian markets, bad no value except that of bullion. 


1. FRAS,1904, p. 615-17. 3 
2. UR [PEE Roman Empire and India, pp. 393-94, 
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MISCELLANEA 


I 


A COPPER COIN OF WIMA KADAPHISES 
DISCOVERED IN AURANGABAD 


[PI. IV] 


A Copper coin of the Kushana ruler Wima Kadphises 
was recently discovered in the Aurangabad city. The coin 
was first noticed by a labourer who was excavating the 
foundation of a building in a locality called Jinsi in the city. 


Following is the description of the copper coin : 
Copper, round ; 1.1 inch weight—15.6 grams, 


Inscription on both the sides blurred—A few letters can 
be made out. The reconstructed legend will be: Fea 


wale Lae azaga asera IIA. 


Obverse 
The king, sacrificing at altar, Trident, club. 


; - Reverse 
Šiva facing, holding trident, railing against a bull. 


Pl. IV. 1 
Aurangabad, now the seat of the Marathwada divisional 
offices in the Maharashtra State is situated on the Kham river 
in Lat. 19 53 north and Long 75 22' 46" east. 


: e pre-Mughal days. 
During the Prime-ministership of Malik Ambar Khirki had 
ednagar Kingdom. Malik 


Ambar's successor Fata Khan changed the name of Khirki 


to Fatenagar. After the Mughals captured Daulatabad in 
1633 Fatenagar with the rest of Nizamshahi territories fell 
Into the possession of the Mughals. In 1663 when Prince 
Aurangzeb Was appointed Viceroy of the Dakhan for the second 


time, h i i i 
MR EC Fatenagar his Capital and renamed it 


While the medieval hi 
. story of Aurangabad can be 
d On the basis of ample material its early history 
remains obscure in absence of any historical evidence. 
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The antiquity of Aurangabad, however, goes back to early 
historic period is vouchsafed by an epigraphic record from 
| Kanheri Caves. The copper coin of Wima Kadaphises found 
| in the Aurangabad city further attests the evidence of the 
Kanheri inscription. 


A Kanheri! Cave inscription of the Ist century A. D. 
records a number of endowments, given by a Buddhist disciple, 
out of which Buddhist excavations were completed at Abalika- 
vihar, Kaliana, Paithana and Rajatalaka in the Paithanapatha. 
I propose to identify the Rajatalaka of this inscription with 
modern Aurangabad. 


The Buddhist excavations of the early historical period near 
Aurangabad correspond to the description of the site as given in 
this inscription. Aurangabad is situated on the trade routes 
of the ancient period. Three ancient trade routes meet at 
Aurangabad. 


The nomenclature Rajatalaka might have been suggested 
by the lake overlooking the Buddhist Caves near Aurangabad. 
The present Harasood tank might be the very site of an 
ancient lake. 


The Buddhist caves in the precipitious scarp of the hills to 
the north of Aurangabad suggest that the place must have been 
a centre of importance since we know from the Vinaya texts 
that Buddhist monastic settlements were permittted to be 
established not very far from and not yet very near to large 
centres of population. 


The choice of the site for Buddhist monastery seems to 
have been determined partly by the existence of a flourishing 
| centre of administration or of trade and commerce, which lay 
^ by the side of the ancient carvan highway that led from the 
ancient Western Coastal ports of Supparaka, Kaliana through 
the Nasik region and Pitalkhora, when the route crossed the 
Indhyadri then through Ellora (Ancient Elapur) and Devagiri, 
terminating at Paithan, the capital of the Satavahanas. It is 
this Sarthavaha patha (carvan trade route) which is now repre- 
sented by the Paithan-Aurangabad-Ellora, Chalisgaon-Manmad- 
Nasik-Thana road. : 


| There seem to have been two more ancient routes which 
| met. at Aurangabad ; one route going straight northwards from 
Paithan via Aurangabad-Ellora-Pitalkhora to Ajanta and from 
Ajanta again straight north to Ujjaiyini and Vidiśa and the other 


l]. Arch. Surv. of W. India, V, p. 15, 
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route connecting Rajatalak (Aurangabad) with A janta-Vidisa 
highway through Bhogavar-dhana (modern Bhokardana) whose 
citizens have left their inscriptions at Sanchi and Bharhut. 


Thus in the early historical period Aurangabad must have 
served as a trading and a contentment centre for the Satavahana 
rulers of Paithan. 


The Kushana coins have not so far been reported from 
Maharashtra. The present copper coin, to my knowledge, is 
the first Kushana coin to be discovered in this region. Archaeo- 
logical excavations at Newase, Paithan, Nasik, Kolhapur and 
Ter have not revealed a single Kushana coin so far. 


The copper coin of Wima Kadaphises noticed here is a 
solitary Kushana coin discovered in Maharashtra. The coin, 
however, calls fora fresh appraisal of the relations between 
North India under Kushanas and Dakshinapatha under the 
Satavahanas. 


Wima Kadaphises' date has been fixed now as the middle of 
the first century A.D. According to the chronological scheme 
of the Satavahanas worked out by the late Vidya Sagar Bakhle, 
Wima Kadaphises was the contemporary of Gautamiputra 
Satakarni. 


A folk tale! from Punjab has for its theme a fatal contest 
between one Siri Kapasa and Salahana; in which Prince 
Salahana physically eliminates his adversary. 


If a folk tale is supposed to contain any fragment of racial 
memory of a historical incident, then this Punjabi folk tale 
needs to be interpreted in a historical setting. Though there 
is no compelling evidence to reach a final conclusion about the 
identity of Salahana and Siri Kapasa of this Punjabi folk 
tale, I can’t resist the idea of identifying Salahana with the 
Satavahana ruler Gautamiputra Satakarni and Siri Kapasa 
with Wima Kadaphises. 


This identification is further supported by the proud claim 
of Gautami Balagri in her Nasik? inscription that her son 
Gautamiputra Satakarni had exterminated the Saka-Yavana- 
Pahalava etc. Bala$ri in all probability was making a reference 


to her son's heroic encounter with the Kushana ruler Wima 
Kadaphises. 


1. S. A. Joglekar, ABORI., XXVII. 
2. Arch. Surv. W. India, IV, 108. 
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| 
| 

. fe . p . f 
Gautami Balasri has also described the victorious cavalry | 
I 

I 


i of Gautamiputra as freaadaritated. The agg of this 


epithet can be identifled with the three great rivers of Punjab. 


The copper coin of Wima Kadaphises, noted here, does | 
not present any new variety. Cunningham, Allan and Smith 
have published Coins of this type with the legend 
Te Gis UIRAE EAA AARSET TA. 


Wima Kadaphises has not been credited with the conquest 
of any part of the Deccan. The copper coin of this ruler might 
have passed into the Deccan through the commercial contact 
or it might have reached the Satavahana territory along with 
the victorious army of the Satavahanas returning from a north 
Indian campaign. 


—- 


. Tosum up, the discovery of this coin in the Aurangabad 
points to the antiquity of the city. 


The coin also suggests the contact between the Satavahana 
Deccan and the territories under Kushana ruler in North India. 


| 
| 
| 


The connection might be of a purely commercial and 
cultural nature, or the commercial contact might have syn- 
chronised with the military contest between the Satavahana 
and Kushana rulers of the first century. 


P. V. RANADE 


2 
A RARE COPPER COIN OF HUVISHKA 


[Pl. 1V] 


After the summer rains of 1963 a big and important hoard 
comprising well over five hundred copper coins of the Imperial 
Kushanas was discovered somewhere in the Patiala district of the 
Punjab (India). The exact find-spot and the circumstances 
leading to the discovery could not be traced. Never before 
so big and interesting a find of the Kushana coins in this region 
is on record. The coins are generally rusty and legends partly 
visible. Sixty five coins which are comparatively in better 
condition were acquired by me for the Rao Harnarain Singh 
Dhan Singh collection of antiquities in February, 1964. 


, l. Arch. Surv. W. India, IV, 108, 
| 14 
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The hoard consisted of large size copper issues of Wima 
Kadphises and Kanishka along with a single coin of Huvishka. 
The coins of Wima Kadphises and Kanishka were in the ratio 
1:4. The composition of the hoard leads us to the conclusion 
that it was buried in the very beginning of Huvishka's reign i.e. 
in or about 150 A.D. In other words this hoard remained 
buried in the earth for a little over one thousand and eight 
hundred years. From the appearance and condition of the coins 
of Wima Kadphises and Kanishka, it so appears that most of 
them remained in brisk circulation till their burial. 


On the obverse of the coins of Wima Kadphises and ^ 
Kanishka the king is depicted standing as usual holding out 
something in hand and giving it in worship by way of sacrifice 
on an alter. On the reverse of the coins of Wima Kadphises 
Siva is shown standing by the side of the Nandi bull; but on 
the reverse of Kanishka's coins is portrayed a large number of | 
Hindu and Zorastrian deities. 


The obverse of the solitary coin of Huvishka in the hoard 
referred to above bears the full portrait of the king as a robust 
young man. The king is diademed, fillets or ends of the diadem 
flowing to left. He is looking intently turning his head to the 
right while reclining on a low cushioned couch, right knee 
tucked up. The legend in Greek script and Iranian language 
*pÀo (NANopAo oobpKI) KopANo" is partly blurred. The 
legend begins at I and ends at XI. 


On the reverse, in a dotted circle is a drapped goddess 
standing to right. There is an encircling garland from over 
head to hips. She is holding something in her left hand. 
There is a dim Kushana symbol on her right. The legend in 
Greek script, NANA? runs on the left of the goddess from 
down upwards [PI .IV. 2]. 


. _ The weight of the Huvishka copper coin under reference 
is 237 grains or 15.357 grammes, while its size is one inch. 


1. There are copper coins of Huvishka “king reclining on couch” type 
in the Lahore and Calcutta Museums, n there tie king is facii 
and looks middle-aged on all those coins. 

- “NANA” was an Assyro-Babylonian goddess whose worship was 
eventually merged in that of Ishtar—*the great mother»—goddess 
of all fertility and most important of the panthcon, goddess of war 
among the Assyrians, armed with bow, arrows, sword and consuming 
flames. As goddess of sexual love, Venus was her planet, and she 
was worshipped as the queen and mistress of heavan. She slew 
her spouse Tammuz and restored him to life after a period of 
mourning, her action typifying the earth in its destruction and 
RE of veetation with the scasons. She was worshipped 

roughout western Asia under a i 
compare Astarte and Astoreth. eae F sones end Forme 


to 
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The maximum weight of large size coins of Wima Kadphises, 
Kanishka and Huvishka so far recorded is 270 grains (17. 
496 grammes), The Imperial Kushanas also minted middle 
and small size copper coins. 


A pretty large number of Huvishka’s copper coins are 
listed and described by R.B. whitehead in his Catalogue 
of Coins in the Punjab Museum, Lahore, Vol. I. Out of the 
whole lot there is only one coin bearing the partrait of 
Goddess NANA in the elephantrider category. Vincent A. 
Smith does not mention any copper issue of Huvishka with 
“NANA” in his Catalogue of the Coins in the Indian Museum, 
Caleutta, Vol. I. 


From a study of this copper coin of Huvishka discovered 
after a burial of eighteen hundred years I am inclined to 
infer that this coin of Huvishka with Goddess “NANA” on 
reverse was struck and put into circulation in the beginning 
of his reign and there is little wonder that coins with 
‘NANA’ on reverse were considered most auspicious to 
start with keeping in view the mighty portion of this Goddess 
in the pantheon, 


UTTAM SINGH RAO 


3. 
A NOTE ON AN UNNOTICED KSHATRAPA COIN 
[PI]. iV] 


Itis generally admitted by scholars that after the end of 
the rule of Kshatrapa Yagodaman, whose last known date is 
(Saka) 154 (i.e. 1544 77-/8— A. D. 331-332), the office of 
Kshatrapa remained vacant till the end of Saka rule in Western 
India. There is, however, a coin in the cabinet of the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, which indicates the existence of a Kshatrapa 
during the reign of Mahakshatrapa Rudrasena III, whose 
known dates are the years 270-273 and 282-301 (i. e. A. D. 
347-348—350-351 and A. D. 359-360— 378-379)». The coin in 
question can be described as follows— 


l. E. J. Rapson, Catalogue of the Coins of the Andhra Dynasty, the Western 
Kshatrapas, the Traikütaka Dynasty, and the Bodhi Dynasty, p. 15 f. 

2. Ibid, p. cxliii. ae x : F 

3. Ibid, p. 179 f; Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Numismatic 
Supplement, XLII, p- 90 f. G. V. Acharya read year 312 (i.e. 
A. D. 389-390) on a coin of Mahakshatrapa .Rudrasena III (bid). 
However, since no photograph or cast of this coin in available, it is 
difficult to check the validity of Acharya's reading. 
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Accession no. 937; metal silver; size .35; weight 30.3 grains. 


Obv. Head of king; behind date 200 (+) 70. 


Rev. Three arched chaitya in the middle with a wavy 
line below ; crescent above to the left of cAaitya and 
a cluster of four dots above to the right of the 
same; circular legend—...(svami) Jéudrasanaputrasa 
rajfio Kshatra(pasa) ... (Le. .Rajfio Mahakshatrapasa 
svami Rudrasenaputrasa rajflo Kshatrapasa...). 


(PI. IV. 3). 


Unfortunately the name of the Kshatrapa in question E 

cannot be definitely read on this coin. But the date furnished 
by it leaves no room for doubting the existence of a Kshatrapa 
in the year 270 (i. e. 270 77-78 =A. D. 347-348). It is well- 
known that in the year 270 svami Rudrasena III ruled as 
the Mahakshatrapa. Hence our Kshatrapa, who appears to 
have been a son of svámi Rudrasena III, ruled under him as 
a Kshatrapa in the year 270. 


The Mewasa Stone Inscription of the (so-called Kalachüri) 
year 105 (i.e. 103 + 248-249=A. D. 351-352) indicates that 
Rudrasena Ill or his father Mahakshatrapa Rudradaman II 
ousted the family of Jivadaman II, which had previously 
supplanted the house of Chashtana. When Mahakshatrapa 
Rudrasena III began to rulein c. A. D. 347-348 he probably 
appointed his son as a Kshatrapa. His kingdom was large in 
extent?, and this might have necessitated the rule of his son 
as a sub-king in some part of his dominions. 


As only one coin of Rudrasena III's son is now known 
and that too after a long period of discoveries of and search 
for Kshatrapa specie—, we may perhaps suggest that the 
ruler in question reigned only for a short time. The following 
observations may also support this suggestion, 


e 


The absence of Mahakshatrapa Rudrasena III’s coins 
between 274 and 282 and the fact that several hoards of 


4. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1961, p. 106 f. 

5. No coin of Rudradaman II is known. But the coins of his son, 
which ascribe to him the title Mahakshatrapa, and a Nagarjunakonda 
ine Puen: which probably refers to him, indicate that he actually 
ruled for some time as a king (Proceedi i i. 
Oaea na NOG g (Proceedings of the Indian History 


6. The Mewasa Inscription, which should be referred to Rud 
IIPs reign has been found in Cutch. Rudrasena III:s Satna Have 
been found in regions widely separated from one another, This 


may indicate that his dominion was quite large in extent. Sec 
80 n, 7. 
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Kshatrapa coins seem to have been buried during this period! 
indicate that about this time the Kshatrapa dominion faced a 
crisis. As aresult of this catastrophe, probably in the form 
of one or several invasions of one or more enemies?, the extent 
of the Kshatrapa territory diminished considerably.2 Hence 
the existence of a Kshatrapa or sub-ruler may have become 
unnecessary. It is also probable that Rudrasena III's son 
died about this time, and as the office of the Kshatrapa was 
no longer required, it was abolished. The validity of this 
hypothesis becomes all the more probable when it is remem- 
bered that Mahakshatrapa Rudrasena III was succeeded in 
xg the office of Mahakshatrapa by his sister's son’, and not by 
his own son. 
B. M, MUKHERJEE 


4. 
À COIN OF KUMARAPALA 
[P]. VIII] 


The coin which is described below is now in the Central 
Antiquites Section, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi ; 
and was purchased from $ri Ramchand of Government School, 
Ludhiana. It is gold. Therefore, broadly it hails from 
Panjab. Coins of Kumarapala have been noticed before, but 
their provenance are not so well cstablished. What is more, 
this type was continued in Muslim times. But the ascription 
of these coins is a moot point. 


1. The latest issues in the hoards of Kshatrapa coins found at Uparkot 
and Vasoj in Kathiawad, Sarvania in Southern Rajasthan, Chind- 
wara in Madhya Pradesh and Gandarmau and Sanchi in Malwa are 
those of Ikudrasena III issued in or shortly before the year 273 (see 
Journal of the Numismatic Society of India, xviii, pp. 220-221). ^ 

It appears that these hoards were buried in or immediately 
after the year 273, The fact that all these hoards were interred 
about the same time in regions widely separated {rom one another 
indieates the large extent of the Kshatrapa dominions under Rudra- 
sena III at least in c. 273 and also hints at the gravity of the situ- 
ation which led to their burial. The Guptas may have played some 
part in causing the crisis in the Kshatrapa domlnions. _ For, if the 
Kūkas, who are referred to in the Allahabad Pra$asti as swearing 
allegiance to Samudragupta, are to be placed in Kakanadabota or 
Sanchi, then it is probable that either the Guptas or the Kakas or 
both snatched away some portions of Rudrasena HPs dominion, 
Thus, though Rudrasena IIl survived that crisis, as is shown by 
his later issues, his dominion was diminished considerably 
in extent. 
See no. 7. 
Ibid. 
BMC, AWK, p. 28-E ; see also reference no. 3. 


9 


2. 
3. 
d 
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j ral Sir Alexander Cunningham was first to 
mA oe of coins! It had on obverse nimbate figure 
of Lakshmi and on reverse legend in three: lines. He was 
followed by V. A. Smith and E. J. Rapson ; all of whom 
took him to be a member of Tomara dynasty. , But late 
M. Roy Chowdhury and R, D. Banerji have questioned this 
identification. Banerji argued that both Kumarapala and 
Mahipàla cannot be ascribed to Tomara dynasty due to the 
fact that reliable Seneological list of the Tomaras are not 
available. Secondly, gold coins of Mahipala are found all over 
northern India, even in Saurashtra and Malwa. ]t 1S true that 
certain base metal coins of Mahipala bear Horse rider: Bull 
type of the Shahis of Udabhandapura. But the palaeography 
of the legends of the gold coins of Mahipala are earlier than 
those of base mental coins, He concluded that Ajayapala and 
Mahipala (?) did not belong to the Tomara dynasty but to the 
Chaulukyas of Gujarat? and Pratiharas of Kanauj. 


Itis true that no inscription mentioning the Tomaras of 
Delhi has been found since the fragment described by D. R. 
Sahni is now missing. But two post Muslim inscriptions on 
Stone found at Sarvan and Palam (Baoli) mention that Delhi 
or Dhillika was founded by the Tomaras from whom it passed 
to the Chahamanas.! In Tespect of Palaeography if we are 
guided by the principle enunciated by late R. D. Banerji that 
it is not safe to compare between characters of Stone inscriptions 
and copper plate charters since copper being more tractable 
than stone results in letters which seem more advanced than 
those on stone, then no Comparative tests can follow. At the same 
time, Banerji failed to note that certain &mount of stereotyped 
nature was inevitable due to assay masters and die Cutters. Thus 
Palzography of legends Occurring on Ghaznavid and Ghorid 
Coins do not differ a great deal from those of the Tomaras, 
Gahadvalas and the Chandellas,* Their coin types were again 
continued by the early muslim rulers, Thus we have one gold 
Coin probably of Taj-ud-din Yildiz which have this goddess 
on the reverse legend in Nagari $73 Mahammada sama. Lane 
Poole un-necessarily took it to be a Kr 
have been issued at Delhi as well after the defeat of the 
Chahamana king Prithviraja UI or when h 


Prachina Mudra, PP- -02-03 

Ef. Ind., i, pp.93 ff, ; JASB, XLiii, Pt, 1 (1874), pp. 104 f. 

Compare figure 30, PI. T of Lane Poole:s Catalogue of Indian Coins in 
the British Museum, Sulian of Dethi with Plate VII of Coins of 
Mediaeval India, ihe inscriptions have been discussed by mc in 


‘Delhi Under Early British Rulers? to be published in the Journal of 
Asiatic Society, 


S P eon 
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Ghaznavids in the Punjab. Histheory that “Similar reasons 
induced him to preserve, though only for a short time, the 
piculiar gold issues of Kanauj, with the rude figure of the 
Goddess Lakshmi, adding his name in Nagari”! requires fresh 
examination. If this pioneer theory is accepted we shall have 
great difficulty in explaining the Chedi, Chandella and 
Tomara (?) coins bearing this type; who with the exception 
of the last never held Hariyana or Kanauj.2 In Pakistan 
he continued the cavalier horseman of the Shahis adopted also 
by the Tomaras and the Chahamanas. 


The conservatism by continuance of existing coin types 
even when it went against the tenets of Islam was possibly 
due to high financial policy and economic reasons. These were 
to make the money of the conquerors acceptable to millions of 
| aimmis, habituated to a traditional type and not to create chaos 

in international exchange; due to overland trade. Even two 
i Caliphs of Baghdad issued the horseman type of the Shahis, 
j If early Muslim coinages teach us anything, it is the indication 
of gradual policy of advance bearing the barest necessities of 
existing types. 


guo 


Let us however decide to whom such coins shuld be 
ascribed ? Our coin shows : 


Obverse: A four armed female divinity seated facing 
front, with nimbus around her head. represented 
by a curve of solid dots. 


Reverse: Legend in three lines: Srima (d) Kumarapala 
(d) eva. (PI. Vill. 1) 


Wt. 61.29 grains. Size. 7". 


EN In the first place, let me underline the fact that I have 
given up describing the Goddess as ‘Lakshmi’ as Cunningham 
has done. Because, after examination of plates of. Cunningham 
and Smith, and this coin, I feel that the term Lakshmi 
is unwarranted in absence of more precise marks of identi- 
fictation and ayudhas. It is undoubted that it is a survival 
of the type of Gabgeyadeva of Dahala. But he was not the 
only monarch of this dynasty who issued this type. They 
were issued also by Kirttivarman, Sallakshanvarman and 
Madanavarman etc? belonging to the Chandellas of Jejaka- 
bhükti and Govindachandra of the Gahdavala dynasty. 1f, 
however, a comparative study is made it appears that die makers 


1. Lane Pole, of. cit, p. xix. 
2. The theory was originally started by E. Thomas. 
3. Cunningham, op.cit, pl. VIII, 


B 
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of Gangeyadeva did their job far better than those of Kumara- 
pala, Mahipala, Chandellas or Gahadavalas. The figures on 
Chedi coins nostalgically remind us of the ‘Ardoksho’ type of 
Vasudeva and of the brilliant gold issues of the Imperial 
Guptas. Though the glyptic art had degenerated even in Chedi 
times, it was not to the extent that we find on the coins of the 
11th century of the christian area. 


To whom then these coins belong ? To the Tomaras or 
the Chaulukyas ? 


The Tomara king Kumarapala exists only by ascription 
of these coins to him by Cunningham. No inscription of his or his 
mention in any of his adversaries or contamporaries have so 
far been met with. On the other hand the historical back- | 
ground of Kumarapala, the Chaulukya is indeed impressive. 
He succeeded Siddharaja Jayasimha. He is considered the 
greatest member of his dynasty, thanks to the Jainas. His 
campaigns are well known. (l) Chabamana  Arnoraja 
and Vigraharaja IV ; (2) Paramàras of Abu; (3) 
Chahamanas of Naddula; (4) Paramaras of Kiradu; (5) ! 
Ballala ; (6) Mallikarjuna ; (7) Saurashtra and (8) | 
Dahala. The evidence, it must be admitted is neither 
conclusive nor decisive. Even their best champion A. K. 
Majudar had to admit that the “limits of. Kumarapala's empire 
may be said to have been as follows: in the south the Vindhya 
and at least as far as the river Tapti, for it is not known how 
much of Konkana was retained by Kumarapala ; to the west 
Saurashtra and Kachchha, to the north roughly from Chitor l 
and Jaisalmer, including parts of the former native states of l 
Udayapur and Jodhpur and in the east Kumārapāla’s empire 
extended probably upto Bhilsa and probably extended even 
further east.” ^ 


In this respect, Jayasimha Süri's account of his (Kumara- 
pala’s) digwijaya is the best. In reality, these so called dig- 
vyayas are merely raids and very conventional in character 
Very little permanent results emanated, like that of Yagovarm- 
man of Kanauj.* On this principle we may agree that he 
might have visited Sapadalaksha, Kuru-mandala Giana and 
E. Punjab), Malava and Chitrakuta (Chitorgarh) Avanti 
Valley of the Narmada upto the Abhira country and being 
victorious over the lords of Prakaga, which B. K. Thapar has 
excavated in Tapi Valley, Lata, Saurashtra Kachchha and 
lastly Pamehanada (Punjab). The main fact that emerges is 


l A. K. Majumdar, Chaulukyas of Gujarat, pp. 19. 


2. Ya$ovarman of Kanauj— Indian Culiure, XV. £ 


j 
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that he visited Kuru Mandala and Punjab. Apart from his 


victory over the two Chahamana kings and occupation of 
Chitorgarh etc. 


What was the Chaulukya coinage ? Our sources are of 
two kinds-literary and epigraphical. The inscriptions mention 
drammas-Bhima-priya and Visalapriya drammas. Other coins 
mentioned are vimtopaka, rüpaka and kārshāpaņas. A denomi- 
nation of coins called dina@ra is mentioned, which in my opinion 
implies gold coins. B. J. Sandesara, Director, Oriental 
Institute has published extracts of a work called Ganitasara, 
with a commentary in Gujarati. This work mentions several 
classes of coins. 


In Gujarat coins have been in circulation since time 
immemorial, for the simple reason, that it was a maritime 
province. This picture has been very well reconstructed by 
A. K. Majumdar and need not detain us. But he is wrong 
when he opines that no coins of the Imperial Rashtrakuta 
dynasty are known.? For this we are indebted to D. B. 
Diskalkar who noticed some alleged Rashtrakuta coins. 
Though I personally feel that they were issues of Hüna Kings, 
who established themselves in Pathar and Upramal areas oc 
old Mewar hill tracts, whose historicity and existence I have 
convincingly shown elsewhere.! Two gold coins of Jayasimha- 
Siddharaja were found in village Pandwah. tahsil Garnatha, 
district Jhansi of U. P. Parenthetically, it might be pointed out 
that Jhansi, Banda and Lalitpur areas of modern Uttara 
Pradesh, were originally a part of ancient Malavadega, which 
went into the possesion of the Peshawas when the Mughal subah 
of Malwa was transferred to them by Muhammad Shah and was 
divided amongst several Maratha feofee in the heyday of the 
Maratha confederecy. The lions share falling into the hands of 
the Sindhias and Holkars. One of them was the family in 
which young Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi was married. Her husband 
was not only the last feudal lord of Jhansi (Mere Jhansi nehi 
diunga). When after the abhortive revolt of 1857 the East 
India Company gave place to the British crown, these areas 
were annexed to the British territories. 


This digression has an important bearing. If Siddharaja’s 
coins can be found in a remote area of ancient Malava, then 
why not Kumarapala’s coin, and gold too, in Ludhiana or say 


B. J. Sandesara, JNSI,VIU, p. 138 ff. 

Ghaulukyas of Gujarat, p. 269. 

JANSI, VILI, pp. 66 ff. 

cf. present writers Hünas in Mewar, Journal of Asiatic Society, 
IV. no. 2, pp. 57-62. : 


15 
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Panjab? .Kurumagdala referred to by Jayasimha Suri is 
modern Delhi district, Gurgaon, Panipat, Jind portions of Hissar 
and Rohtak districts. That is ancient Hariyana! He could 
have easily come from Malwa or through present Hanumangarh 
and Suratgarh districts to Panjab to defeat the Ghaznavid 
king or a local Indian prince of the area. He could have even 
proceeded from Hariyána to Panjab and returned to Gujarat 
through Bikaner as Nakula had done according to late Jaya- 
chandra Vidyalankara. Therefore, there is no inherent impro- 
bablity in the coin belonging to Chaulukya-Kumarapala, 
Secondly, Gujarat marchants resided in Delhi even after muslim 
occupation. They might have been responsible for their distri- 


bution. 
ADRIS BANERJI 


5 


ADIVARAHA COINS 
[PI. IV] 


In the last summer, nine coins were offered for deciphere- 
ment to the author o: this note, by Sri Nanak Chandra 
Malhotra, a Sarraf of Farrukhabad, along with some other coins 
of the Gupta and Mughal rulers. The coins of the Adivaraha 
, Series are not in a good state of preservation. Their metal is silver 
alloyed with some impurity, probably copper. The shapes are 
also very irregular and all these nine specimens are about 
34 grammes in weight. 


On the obverse side of these coins, there is depiction of the 
Boar-incarnation of Vishnu, standing facing towards right, and 
on the reverse legend is in Nagari script of 10th Century in two 
or three lines. It can be completed from all these specimens. 

(PI. IV. 4-12). 

From the legend, it seems that these were issued by 
Vinayaka-paladeva a Gurjara-pritahara ruler of Kanauj. 

B. M. S. PARMAR 
6 


DISCOVERY OF A PALLAVA COIN (?) AT NAGAR 
DISTRICT BHANDARA MAHARASTRA 
[PI Vil] 


_ The Study and research work on the rare coins of Ancient 
Indiais an important addition to the Source for rewriting the 
chapters on the Ancient Indian History and Archaeology. 
Though the work has started still no satisfactory progress has 


l. Culture Sequence in Hariyana to be published i 
H . t 
Vishesvarananda Vedic Research mai IS SES iu e UN 
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been done on the rare coins to fill up the gaps in it, and it is left 
to the task of the present generation to undertake the work on 
the basis of available evidences in Inscriptions and literature. 
A careful examination of the symbols, legends and metrology 
may throw much light on the subject to bristle with the 
controversial problems arising particularly relating to the origin, 
identity and extent of any ancient coin. 


Without entering into any complicated discussions, a 
sincere attempt is made here to introduce the discovery of a 
solitary circular copper mixed with lead or bronze coin ranging 

" about £ inch to $ inch in diameter, weighing roughly 103.9 
grams, bearing the emblem of a maned lion facing right with 
an undeciphered Nagari (?) legend enclosed by a circle of pellets 
on obverse, and a vase on stand identified as Sivas phallus 
flanked by two lamps encircled by strokes at the edges, of the 
coin on reverse (Pl. Vif. 13), was made by me on the surface of 
a low mound at the village of Nagra in the Gondia tahsil of 
Bhandara District, Maharasta.! 


| The present Pallava coin dealt in this article closely 
resembles the coins of the Pallava chiefs described and published 
earlier by V. A. Smith,’ Elliot? and C. J. Brown. 


Although Smith ascribes the coin bearing the emblem of 
maned lion with an undeciphered legend in Nagari (?) enclosed 
by a circle of pellets on obverse and a phallus on an arghapatta 
and flanked by two lamps encircled by n line of strokes at the 
edges of the coin on reverse, to one of the Pallava chiefs, placed 
between 13th to 17th century. A. D., but C. J. Brown feels 
doubtful to ascribe this type either to Pallavas or Chalukyas of 

| south India. 


E Prior to this discovery hardly a few coins of this type or 
similar to this with slight variations in the arrangement of the 
details either on obverse or on reverse have been reported from 
south India, but no where in north or in central India, such 
coins having all the details of emblems as seen in this type 
described above are reported so far. 


If we look into the earlier references we find either on 
obverse or on reverse side of the coins of Kushana, Gauda, 
Chalukyas, Kadambas, Rajput and Naga only partial details 
of emblems^ unlike the present coin. 


1. Indian Archaeolegy—4A Review, 1960-1961, p. 56 

2. The Early History of India, (IVth edition), Pl, I, No. 16. 
3, Coins of South India, Pl. III. 

4. The Coins of India, Pl. VII, No. 8, pp. 61, 62. 

5. Lectures on Numismatics by R. Bhandarkar, 


XY 
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Although some of these coins bear either on the obverse or 
reverse the emblems of Siva lingam, Nagari legend, lamps, 
maned lion in single, still the arrangement of both the legend 
and maned lion on obverse and Siva lingam with lamps on 
reverse is not seen in many cases. But they have the symbols 
in addition or replaced by the emblems of animals like bull, 
horse and Varaha. 

Some of the coins minted at Banaras bear Siva lingam 
with Nandi between two trees. The brass coins of Pulakegin 
bear Varaha with an incription in Kanarese on obverse and 
only lamps and not the phallus on the reverse.’ 


In the Yelleshwaram excavations in Andhra about 42 coins 
of a similar type have been found. They bear either lion, or 
bull on reverse and a Siva lingam on the reverse. None of 
them are ascribed to Pallavas but are identified as coins of the 
Vishnu Kundins.* 


Difference of views held by scholars need a correct 
justification on either side. The theory held by V. A. Smith 
might be possible on the basis of the motifs depicted in the 
coins ascribed to a Pallava chief. Both the maned lion, and 
Siva-phallus are the Saivite emblems. Similar type of lion 
l emblems are also reported to be depicted on the rock cut temples 
i of south India. In pallava history most of the names of the kings 

like Simha Vishnu, Simha Varma and Narasimha Varma repre- 

sent their dynastic feature. In the coins of the later Pallavas 
| the symbol of Varaha, is also found rarely in place of lion, 
but the lamps on reverse continue. 


Inthelight ofthe above facts the present coin can also 
be identified and ascribed to late Pallava period. On similar 
grounds V. A. Smith identified the earlier coin types as 
Pallava. 


Regarding the identity of the Pallavas we are not yet defi- 
nite as to who are they, and where did they come from and how 
did they attain the chief place among the powers of south. 
To these questions no complete answer can be given at present 
although considerable research has been made in solving the 
problem.® 


A few coins of Vibhu Naga of Padmavati bearing 
the emblem of Siva linga on an arghapatta and maned lion 
are also reported but they are in different order and type.* 


Ibid. 

Excavation] Report of Yelleshwaram. 

The Early History of India by V. A. Smith, (VI, Edition), p. 49]. 
T he Catalogue of the Naga Coins of Padmavati by Dr. RU SI 
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Although there was no Pallava country as such with 
traditional limits still the Pallava domination extended in 
degrees varying from time to time over all the three ancient 
kingdoms.’ The extension of the Pallavas was from Narmada to 
Tinnevalley north to south and from Orissa to Berar east to 
west” as accepted by many Historians. 


The discovery of the present Pallava coin from the 
Gondia tahsil of Bhandara District falls within the area 
covering as above is quite convincing and reasonable. More 
over, this is from that area through which some Saivas from 
north were imported to the south after the political conquest 
in the Kosala area during the late Pallava period? This point 
is to be noted in the present context as to how such Pallava 
coins can come from this area. All this will throw light on 
the extent of Pallava domain or domination at the site of 
the present find. 


Although Pallava kings did not exist for a long time still 
the Pallava chiefs continued to exist aslocal rulers till 17th 
century and after that time all trace of the Pallavas as a 
race or clan disappears.! 


The present coin bearing the emblem of maned lion with 
legend on obverse and Siva lingam with lamps on reverse 
might belong to the later Pallavas as the earlier Pallavas were 
probably followers of Buddhism, Vaishnavism and Jainism and 
most of the later Pallavas were apparently worshippers of Siva 
through the influence of the famous Saint Appar and they 
might have copied Saivite emblems on their coins. The emblem 
of vase on stand might be the symbol of phallus of Siva 
followed by the later Pallavas who may be dated to that 
period—13th to 17th century A. D.’ 


The coin described above has been chemically treated 
and the report from the Archeological Chemist in India is still 
awaited. The coin is at present in the possession of the 
Archeological Survey of India Central Circle, Bhopal. 


If the decipherment of the Nagari (?) legend on the coin 
is made, it may add more knowledge to the study of history 
in general and numismatics in particular. 


C. KRISHNA 


Smith, Ibid., p. 207-208. 4 

Oxford History of India, by Smith, 1920, pp. 207-2089. 
History of India, by N. K. Sinha & A. C. BanerJee, p. 195. 
. The Early History of India, by V.A. Smith, p. 491. 


5. Ibid. 
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7 


THE ELECTRUM COINS OF VIKRAMADITYA-I: THE 
CHALUKYAN EMPEROR OF BADAMI. 


[PL. V] 


I have three such coins in my cabinet. As stated earlier, 
these three coins along with the gold coin described in Section 
I! were procured as one lot in Hyderabad in 1959. Two of 
these coins are in quite a good condition with all the symbols 
and inscriptions very legible. The third is slightly worn out. = 
All the coins are of the same pattern and I am describing them. 


The shape is round and the size is .76 inches. The weight 
is 9.800 grammes or 153 grains. Ona fairly thick disc with a 
broad rim, the coins have been die-struck. The obverse and 
reverse contain a number of emblems and inscriptions big and 
small. There are small inscriptions in portions of the rim also. 


The colour of the coin is yellowish-white. On a first and 
preliminary test the metal appears to be a mixture of gold and 
silver ; an electrum. The gold content can be estimated to be 
about 30% and this isa good first approximate estimate. I 
shall have them tested later more accurately and find out 
whether there is any copper content also, 


Taking the obverse emblems first, in the middle of the coin 
from left to right and facing right there is a big boar with two 
thick legs, snout and a heavy tail. In front of the boar there 
appears to be a lamp (at III) a little faint in one coin but better 
in the other one. Above the big boar (at I) a crescent like 
object probably representing the moon can be seen. To its 
left there are some lines which may indicate the sun. Four ES 
symbols can therefore be recognised on the obverse (P] V. 9). 


There are two big inscriptions on this side. Just over the 
beginning of the tail of the big boar a big ‘Sri’ starts from 
bottom up and ends at the edge of the coin. To its left there 
is a ‘vt’ then a ‘kra and then a ‘ma’ (at IX) all from the | 
inside of the coin going towards the edge. The first inscription | 
reads ‘Sri Vikrama’. It is somewhat floral in design remniscent 
of the earlier Kadamba types. Then the second inscription 
starts (at IX) with a small ‘S72’, somewhat faint, then a big ‘yt’ 
to the right, then a ‘kra’ at the edge of the coin (at VI) from 
left to right and then a ‘ya’ in the interspace between ‘vi’ and 


1. To be printed in JNSZ, xxvii, Pt. I, as a Separate paper—Editor. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


it 


| 
| 
7 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


1964] MISCELLANEA 245 


‘jha’ rather feeble, and then a big ‘jha’ (at V). The ‘ma’ can 
probably be seen below the tip of the boat’s tail. The second 
inscription reads ‘Sri Vikrama Raja’. Above the back of the 
boar a few small letters are visible but they are difficult to read, 


Taking the reverse symbols there is the big standing figure 
from top to bottom with no pretence of a head; to hands stret- 
ched over the head ; a big torso and twolegs. It looks rather 
crude. To the right of the figure near the edge of the coin 
there is a thin line with something like a peacock feather, the 
‘Mayur Pincha’ at the top. It also looks like a spear, ‘Kunta’. 
Between the spear and the torso of the standing figure a serpent 
with its spread hood and a short winding body can be seen, 
There are, therefore, three symbols on this side. 


As regards inscriptions a good ‘Vi’ from bottom to top can 
be seen right of the hand of the standing figure (from II to I); 
then comes a big ‘kra’ to its left reading from left to right at 
the edge of the figure; and then a small ‘ma’ can be read. The 
‘Sri’ is difficult to trace unless we see it between the hood of 
the snake and torso. This inscription therefore reads ‘Vikrama’, 
The second inscription starts left of the middle of the torso of 
the standing figure (at IX) with a big ‘ma’ its arms stretched 
towards the torso. Then there is a big ‘ha’. Below ‘ma’ a 
‘ra’ (the ‘ra’ in one coin is better) can be read. The jha’ is 
seen rather faintly below the left leg of the standing figure. 
A ‘Maharaja’ is also clear. On the flat rim of the disc below 
the legs some letters are there, probably reading as ‘sri’, ‘v? 
and ‘kra’. Similarly on the top portion of the figure two 
letters can be traced and look like ‘sri’ and *v?. These are the 
inscriptions on the reverse. 


These coins in most respects resemble the gold coin. Since 
I have discussed at length all the data in the prvious section!, 
comments can be brief here. The weight of 153 grains indicates 
that the northern models were copied here also. The later 
Guptas appear to have resorted to this weight to keep up to the 
Suvarna standard of 80 Rattis of Manu. While the northern 
origin is clear this weight soon disappears and the south reverts 
tothe 50/60 grains. Why the electrum compound has been 
preferred is difficult to understand. The gold with a 20% copper 
is all right. Silver, good or base with a lot of copper as in 
contemporary eastern Chalukya coins of Vishama-Siddhi and 
the earlier Vishnu-Kundins could also be understood. Why 
does the King prefer here gold and silver and a fairly 
good proportion of gold at that? Apparently to show his 


l Ibid. 
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ay his wealth, the Emperor liked a silver 


onquests and displ à a 
m D To indicate his northern tradition he 


coinage with some gold. - 
wanted the 150 grain weight. 


r there seems to be little doubt that it 
was Vikramaditya-I who issued the coins. The boar points to 
the Badami line. The standing figure with the peacock feat 
or spear and the serpent could indicate only God Kartikeya. 
the bold incriptions reading Sri Vikrama Maharaja point to 
Vikramaditya-I of Badami. The palaeography exactly corres- 
ponds to Vikramaditya-I's plates mentioned in the previous 
section! To my mind there is not the least doubt that these 
coins could only be attributed to Vikramaditya-I of Badami. 


As regards the autho 


It is obvious that these coins are an unique and remarkable 


find. 
S. RAMAYYA 


8. 
A UNIQUE GOLD COIN OF AKBAR 
[PI. V] 


Recently a gold coin was shown to me by a private 
collecter. It bears the following details :— 


Shape Square. Date 987 H. Mint Patan. 
Obv. In a dotted border, the Kalima. 
Date 34v in the left lower corner. 
Rev. In a dotted border. Helis 
Se EL 
WE C» [e 
below cA 


(PI. V. 6). 


This mint is identified with Kadi Patan. a very i 
1 d ; important 
place in the Baroda State. The A'in-i-Akla (Thomas 
Chronicles, P. 428) mentions wy (Patan) as one of Akbar’s mints 


l. Ibid. 
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for copper. The coins i is mi 

pe Ins issued from this mint are exceedinel 
rare. Following specimens with different prefixes are known pur 


1. Bu pat Ein Mint Nahrwala Pattan, NS XI 
b 3 e date on these rupees js i ib i ; 
Ul- on the reverse in vertical fashion. UP INTEL 


2-3. Silver. No. 319 & 320 of Lucknow Museum Catalogue. 
One of them is dated 984 H. The mint is read as 


vrl 


4. Silver. Date 984 Mint, Ë ela NS 
S (4 12 , 
XXVI, p. 493. 


5. Copper. Date[984 & 985, Mint — i, MB pt po? 
Ge (4 
: ( 


NS, XXIV, p. 479. 
6. Gold. Date 984. BMC, No. 61, Mint owy 


7. Our specimen which closely resembles with the above 
muhar of the British Museum is dated 987 H. and the 
mint name is read as wy (Patan) without any epithets 
prefixed to this mint. 


It will be seen that on the above coins the same mint has 
been read differently by different persons. Such as 


CK MILD Es o & CA ar o 


C M, Ys 


Ours is a beautiful specimen?and it bears only wy’ without 
any prefixes whatsoever. Such a Muhar was not published 
before. It seems, after Akbar, no coins were issued by any other 
emperor from this mint. The date 987 on this Muhar is also 
new; all other coins bearing 984 or 985 H. 


C. R. SINGHAL 
16 
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9 
AKBAR'S MINT CHITOR 


While writing on the ‘Coins of Mewar’ in this Journal 
Roshan Lal Samar has referred to the copper coins of Akbar 
that were issued between the years 999 and 1008 A. H. and 
are attributed to mint Chitor in various Museum Catalogues. 
He maintains that the reading of the mint name on these coins 
is not clear; some scholars read the mint name as Chitor 
while others took it to be Jaipur or Qanauj. Thus he refers 
to the views of Rodgers?, Oliver? and Temple.* 3 


It may be pointed out here that Jaipur was founded by 
Sawai Jai Singh, an eminent scion ofthe house of Amar, in the 
later Mughal period some time after the death of Shah Alam 
Bahadur in the eighteenth century A. D. So the mint- 
name Jaipur on Akbar's coins would be historically wrong. 
This has been admitted by Rodgers and Temple; we need 
not pay any attention to this reading. 


The reading Qanawj on these coins is equally untenable. 
We have a large number of coins issued from Qanauj mint, 
which bear the legend : 


PAs sly j 
CS | 
Yess 


They cannot be confused with the coins under discussion. 
These coins bear a quite distinct legend written as: 


| Usb» 
Lp 
as 


Even if we ignore the coins which bear the clear legend 
Qanauj, and try to read Qanawj on these coins, we cannot do 
so. The initial letter of the mint-name on the coins clear] 
appears a c; but it may sometimes be confused for the initial 
Q without dots. But the last letter 5 is so clear that it 
cannot be confused with c iN any circumstances, 


J.NSI, XXV, p. 73. 

Indian Antiquary, 1890, p. 222. 

FASB, 1886, PI. II, 23, 

Indian Antiquary, 1890, p. 222. Editorial foot note, 


ooh 
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With the initial ¢ and endings, the mint-name cannot be 
read otherwise but Chitor. The only defect that may be 
pointed is the absence of the nugias. But the absence of nugtas 
is in no way surprising. The ommission of the nugtas is not an 
error on the part of the die-cutter ; but it was rather customary 
to omit the dots in the realm of Persian and Arabic calligraphy. 


The ommission of the mwgtas may be noticed even in the 
manuscripts of the period. 


The attribution of these coins to Chitor should not be 
doubted on the mere ground that the name of Chitor does not 
find place in the inventory of mints given by Abul Fazl. 
The existence of several mints like Banaras, Jullundhar, 
Hardwar, Nagor, Sialkot, Sarangpur, Mandu and Ranthambhor 
mentioned in the inventory is yet to be corroborated by their 
coins. -On the other hand there are many mints that are 
known from their coins but are conspicous by their absence 
in the said list. 


In absence of the dots on these coins, we are unable to 
know the correct form of writing the name Chitor. Rodgers 
and Temple have expressed different views on the spelling 
of Chitor. The former favours Chitor ( »9- ) and the latter 
takes it to be Chitor ( x» ). 


I have examined several manuscripts and printed versions 
of Akbarnama, Ain-i-Akbarz, Igbal-nama-i-Jahangzr? and Farishta 
and noticed that the place-name in them ıs spelt as jx 
and » both. Since the manuscripts and printed versions 
consulted by me belong to the ninteenth ceutury, no reliance 
can be made on them for the correct form of the word. 
The calligraphists, scribes, and copyists were not always 
learned persons. They could conviniently introduce their own 
spellings and replace the original ones, 


But fortunately enough, I could trace out an important 
evidence on the point in the Muntakhab-ut-tawarikh. Abdur 
Qadir Badaoni, while describing graphically the seige, the 
fierce fighting and the ultimate fall of Chitor, quotes an 
interesting abjad! composed on the eve of the fall of Chitor, 


|. Abjad is a system in the Persian and Arabic poetry where the 
. alphabets are given the numarical value and the words, phrases or 
lines composed with those letters, denote a desired value in number 
when the letters are counted together. The values of the letters in 
this system are as follows : 
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to commemorate the event. This abjad is meant to give the 
value 975, the Hijra year of the fall of Chitor, and includes 
the word Chitor. The abjad gives the correct value of 975 only 
when the word is spelt as yx (Chitor) and its value is 
reduced to 965 when it is spelt as »* (Chitor) without the 
letter = (ye) This shows that the correct Persian spelling was 


y». (Chitor). Fagen 


10 


KALINJAR—A NEW MINT OF AKBAR y 
[P]. V] 


The Memoir (no. 4) of the Numismatic Society of India 
issued in 1953, contains an exhaustive and comprehensive list 
of the mint-towns of the Mughal Emperors of India. But new 
facts come to light in the wake of fresh discoveries from 
time to time. 

Recently I acquired some Akbari fulus or Dāms for the Rao 
Harnarain Singh Dhansingh Collection of Antiquities and 
amongst these is a fulus which forms the subject of this article. 
The fulus under reference was issued from the mint of Kalinjar 


in 987 A. H. 


According to the 'Ain-i-Akbari Kalinjar was the head- 
quarters of a Sarkar in the Subah of Allahabad, Kalinjar is 
a historic place of great antiquity. Here in 952 A.H. Sher 
Shah had died in an arduous attempt to conquer the famous 
and strategic hilly fort. There and then, his son, Islam Shah 
succeeded his father as Sultan of Hindustan. The Imperial 
Gajetteer of India, Series (1908) gives an elaborate and Á 
informative account of the antiquity and sanctity of Kalinjar. 


90= 8025,702e '60z,- 
4002 3002.2 '200=) 10025 
700-5 '600—- '500—«& 
1000=é 90025 '800= 2 
«xum 2dp 08h» x5 cuf Js 
327 = 4m ‘l al 3002 4 2a 220 
29 = 102, 422:62, 7 25:22. 
6192 200-,:62,'4002 2 102,32 


975 


[d 
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The weight of the fulus under study is 20.795 grammes 
or 321 grains ; while its size is 8". The legends on the obverse 
and reverse are as follows :— 


Obv. Rev. 


Pl. V.7 


The upper portion of the legend on obverse of the coin 
could not be made out. Probably this constitutes the epithets 
of the mint. An enlarged photograph of the coin was, there- 
fore, got prepared in the hope of getting a vivid picture of 
details and to facilitate further concentration on the point. 
A copy of the same is appended herewith (Pl. V. 7). 


May Iadd thatI was also inclined to read the mint as 
Kalpi; but I was deterred from doing so in the light of the 
existing copper coins of Akbar struck at Kalpi from time to 
time that are now in various public and private collections. 
The Suri Sultans also struck silver and copper coins at Kalpi. 
The minting of Akbari fulus started at Kalpiin 963 A. H., 


and the mint had the epithet of lhe in 963 and 


964 A. H. viz, 


be J) 
In the later part of the year 964 A. H. LE 


was dropped and was replaced by “Khitta”’, viz. 
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o5, 
aby 
ae) ls 


Again though the epithet remained the same, the die 
was changed thusin 965 and 966 A. H. and the legend runs 


as follows :— 


a 
Ar < 
Cally b | 
H. N. Wright in his mint notes in the Catalogue of | 


Mughal Coins in the Indian Museum, Caleutta, observed that 1 
the mint at Kalpi seems to have been closed after 968 A. H. { 


It may be noted that no epithet is given on silver coins 
of Akbar struck at Kalpi. 


A copper coin of Akbar struck at Kalpi now preserved in j 
the Bharat Kala Bhawan, Varanasi, was described by 
C. R. Singhal in a lengthy article in the Journal of the Numis- | 
matic Society of India, XXIII p.392 at No. 20. On it | 
Kalpi is accompanied with the epithet Baldah. The legends 
on obverse and reverse as described by the learned numismatist i 
run as follows :— 


Obv. Rev. 


May I point that either the reading of th i 

coin is dubious or the coin is a EU so Ei 

fulus as well asa half-tankah at the same time, which on the 

face of it is inadmissible. Supposing it to be a half-tankah it 

must have been struck at Kalpi in or after the forty-second 

regnal Ilahi year. The coin bears no date. The Kal i mint | 
was thus in existence after 968 A.H., as evidenced b His half ; 
tankah and not extinct as H. N. Winght het observed j 
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previously. It may also be pointed out that on tankah issues 
and its all smaller denominations as well as on all fulus coins 
bearing the Ilahi dates epithets of all those mints which bore 
them under Hijra dates were dropped. This coin of the Bharat 
Kala Bhavan bearing an epithet ‘Baldat on a Kalpi issue is, thus, 
an exception and an enigma. In case of its being a fulus it must 
have been struck before the introduction of Ilahi Era, 
i.e. 992 A.H. 

my reading of the mint as Kalinjar is tentative. If it is 
Kalinjar it is an addition to the mints of Akbar ; and if it is 
Kalpi, it is qualified by new epithets and the way of engraving 
the word Kalpi on the coins is a new one. In both cases the 
coin under reference is a rare one and interesting to boot. 


UTTAM SINGH RAO 


11 


IDENTITY OF MUHAMMAD SHAH OF SULTANPUR - 
COPPER COIN 
The following coin was published and attributed to 


Muhammad Tughlaq, the son and successor of Ghayas-ud-din 
Tughlaq by Hurmuz Kaus in a note in this Journal.) 


Obverse Reverse 
Che P 5 oF. 
5 D he” vu. r4 UL. 


In a note appended to the summary of the above article 
in the Bibliography of Indian Coins, C.R. Singhal has expressed 
his disagreement with this attribution. In his opinion the coin 
belonged to Alauddin Muhammad Shah Khilji. 


He argues that (i) the coins of Muhammad Tughlaq 
invariably bear the name Muhammad bin Tughlag or Muhammad 
Tughiag and never Muhammad Shah; (ii) The legends on the 
coins of Muhammad Tughlaq never begin with the word Adl; 
(iii) the calligraphy of Kaus’ coin resembles closely with the 
coins of Khilji dynasty and not with the coins of the Tughlags ; 
and (iv) Muhammad Khilji had issued a similar coin from 
Delhi mint. 


l. JANSI, VII, p. 64. 
2. Biblio. Ind. Coins, 11, A34, p. 12 
3. DMG, Coin No. 364. 
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A careful study of the facts would show that none of 
these arguments have any force. It seems that he is not 
aware of the fact that the name Muhammad Shah is found on 
those coins of Muhammad Tughlaq, which Whittel has named 
‘Azan type’.! These coins are known in gold, dated 725, 726 
and 727, and in silver, dated 726, 728 and 729. The legends 
on them are : 


Obverse Reverse 

Voui er 

Iyl ai AS 
OE OL d 
à) stu 6 ue 4 


He is also not aware of the fact that Ghiyas-ud-din 
Tughlaq, the father of Muhammad Tughlaq had issued coins 
from this very mint Sultanpur, which bear the word Adl.? It 
is not surprising if Muhammad Tughlaq used the word Adl on 
his coins. 


The similarity of the calligraphy of the coin with that 
of the Khilji dynasty has hardly any meaning. The interve- 
ning period between the termination of the Khilji dynasty and 
the begining of the Tughlaq dynasty is so short that hardly 
any calligraphic development could be expected, particularly 
when the tradition and set-up of the administration were least 
disturbed by the change of dynasty and the king. 


Apart from these general facts, there are some other facts 
that make the attribution of the coin to Muhammad Tughlaq 
certain. 


(i) The title of Hasrat was exclusive to i ti 
time of Ghiyasud-din Tughlaq. Not a ae see E 
Muhammad Khilji is known where this title is used for any 
other mint than Delhi. Not only that, even Ghiyasud-din 
Tughlaq, the father of Muhammad Tughlaq did not use the 
title of Hazrat for any mint other than Delhi, though he issued 
coins from a number of mints of the types, which were issued 
from Delhi with the title Hazrat. Among such coins are th 
coins of Sultanpur also ; but on them it is never called ees 
It was an innovation of Muhammad Tughlaq to the 
honorific with the mint names. 2 Mans 


1. NS, XXXV, Coins 32, 33 
2, Ante. » 34, 38A and 39, 
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(ii) A coin of this very type wàs acquired by me at 
Hyderabad. Dinkar Rao has picked up a similar coin from the 
same place. The collection of Hurmuz Kaus is built up 
exclusively from the coins collected from Hyderabad and its 
vicinity. Thus the find-spots of the coins are confined to 
Deccan. As such, Sultanpur can only be identified with 
h Warangal, the name which was given to it by Muhammad 
| Tughlaq during the reign of his father. 


A. H. SIDDIQUI 


12 


TITLE OF FATH KHAN SON OF FIRUZ TUGHLAQ— 
ON HIS GOLD COINS 


In a note on the gold coin of. Fath Khan, the son of Firuz 
Tughladg, described by Nelson Wright in his Catalogue 
as coin 745B and illustrated on plate XXI of the same work, 
C. R. Singhal has pointed out the different readings of the 
title of Fath Khan in the second line on the reverse of the coin 
given by Nelson Wright, Nevil, Rodgers and Gibbs, Nelson 
Wright has doubtful read it as jus; Nevil and Rodgers 
read it as wus; and Gibbs’ reading was yl; Singhal has 
favoured the reading cu. , 


After a careful examination of the illustration of the coin, 
I feel that none of these readings are correct, The word is 
really c- (malik). In reading it jis, cue, and x, 
scholars have wrongly taken notice of the nugtas given below 
the word. The nugtas are not related to the word under 
| discussion but to the word e? (Fath) in the next line. The 
c single nugta relates to fe and the double mugtas to te. On the 
other hand they have missed to notice the vertical stroke of 
“S (kaf), which is quite conspicous. The first letter which 
has been taken as c i$0ut of flan. But what remains there 
suggests that it could be » (mim). 


The word malik is associated with the word al-sharg in 

the top line and the full title of Fath Khan is Malik-ul-sharg 

(the king of the east). I hardly need say that this title has 

| often been used by the chroniclers for the Sultans of Bengal 
and Jaunpur. 


I am not aware if this title was used for Fath Khan in 

any of the chronicles of the time. But Farishta, in his history 

| of India, writes on the authority of Futuhal-i-Firuz Shahi that 
Firuz Shah Tughlaq marched at the head ofan army to 
Bengalin 760 A. H. and invested his promising son, prince 


17 


d 
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Fath Khan with sovereign powers of kingship. He was con- 
ferred with all the parapharnalia and accompaniments of a 
Muslim ruler. Khutba was read and coins were struck in his 
name.  Fath Khan held his seperate court and had the 
administration of his own. He was bestowed with the red 


carpet, elephants and royal umbrella etc.! 


This leaves no doubt that Fath Khan was really a 


Malik-ul-sharg (king of the east). U. S. RAO 


13 


A COPPER COIN OF JAHANDAR SHAH OF 
SHOLAPUR MINT 


[PL. V] 


The extant copper coins of Jahandar Shah are of few mints 
and they are all of southern India, except the mint of Kabul.* 
In my collection. there are two copper coins of this Mughal 
Emperor, which bear the mint-name Sholapur. Following are 
the particulars of these coins : 

Weight : 101 to 106 grains (6.5700 to 6 8622 grams). 

Size — : 0.65" (1.5 mm.) dia. 

Shape : cilcular. 


Obverse. Reverse. 


vl 

ren A ds | 
ele sd XJ ee 
Lor) i 


Pl. V.8 


l. Tawarikh-i-Farista I (Persian Text), p. 146-47, 
SB) use 9 aly B95 igs ee slab as 3 cu KU p? 
el ul? y Sua qiiae se as d ln Lus Eè URE y ans 
a 95 9) pla Rew y IS y eo nudas. solo gab vs , e Boyle |) t e? sol yè 
wh Wquaie ly] Solo ciale SU DL dy, Us| ale sanle |, j| slo 


dors whos JI al 
, eer cee oe » BY yd 
2. Minttowns of the Mughal Emperors of India, C, R, Singhal, P. 39 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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The legend of the reverse shows that these coins are of San 
Ahad i. e. A.H. 1124 (A.D. 1712). 


Sholapur had been an important place during the regime of 
the Deccan Sultanate and subsequently in the Mughal Empire. 
Its historical importance can be traced to an earlier period. 
Raghvanka, in his work, Siddharama Purana, while giving the 
biography of Siddharama, mentions him to be an inhabitant 
of Sunnalpur, which is believed to be the same place as our 
present Sholapur. The specimens of Hindu architecture of 
thirteenth and fourteenth century A. D. are discernable in the 
fort, which indicates that it was a place of some religious 
importance. In the fourteenth century, it was raised to the 
status of a fort-town in the Bahmani kingdom. After the 
disintegration of the Bahmani kingdom, Sholapur was bone of 
contention between the rulers of. Ahmadnagar and Bijapur and 
changed hands from one ruler to the other. When the Sultans 
of Deccan were united against the Vijayanagar king, then 
in order to put an end of this strife between Ahmadnagar and 
Bijapur kings, Hussain Nizam Shah I gave Sholapur as dowry 
to his daughter Chand Bibi, who was married to Ali Adil Shah 
I, In the year A. H. 1032 (A. D. 1623), Malik Amber annexed 
this fort to Ahmadnagar kingdom. In the year A. H. 1044 
(A. D. 1635), Shaista Khan handed over the forts of Sholapur 
and Parenda to the Adil Shahi king, Muhammad Adil Shah, 
on condition that he should not render help to the Nizam Shahi 
king. Aurangzeb sent Raja Jai Singh in the year A. H. 1075 
(A.D. 1665) to capture this fort and subsequently this fort 
became the base of operation for the final complete extinction 
of Bijapur kingdom. Sholapur remained a part of the Mughal 
Empire, during the reigns of the subsequent Emperors, until it 
became part of the realm of Asif Jahi dynasty. From the Asif 
Jahi rulers, it passed to the Marathas and finally to the British. 


Firishta states that the old name of this town was Sadla- 
pur. Burhan-i-Maather refers to this place by the name of 
Sundalapur and at another place in the same book Sholapur is 
referred as Salapur. Three Persian inscriptions and one Marathi 
inscription, on the bastion of the fort of this town, mention it by 
the name of Sundalapur, whereas other three Persian inscriptions 
in the same fort speak of this town as Sholapur.! 


The coins of Aurangzeb of this mint are known in all the 
three metals. The silver and copper coins of Shah Alam I are 
also reported. But no coin of Jahandar Shah of this mint is 


1, Proc. of the Deccan History Conference for 1945, p. 230; cf. Some 
unpublished Muslim Inscriptions from Sholapur, by Abdullah Chughtai. 
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known. In the reigns of subsequent Mughal Emperors, 
the copper coins of Farrukh-Siyar and the silver coins of 
Muhammad Shah are also extant. After that activity, this 
mint subsided. 

A. H. SIDDIQUI 


14 


A NEW.-TYPE COPPER COIN OF MUHAMMAD 
QULI QUTUB SHAH 


[Pl. VII] 3 


Hurmuz Kaus, in his series of articles ‘The coins of 
the Qutub Shahi dynasty of Golcunda’, mentions the copper 
coins of Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah (A.H. 988/A.D. 1580-A.H. 
1020[A.D. 1612), the fifth ruler of the dynasty, of three mints, 
Golcunda, Hydarabad! and Muhammadnagar?, 


The coins of Golcunda mint bear the name of the king, 
Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah, along with the  mint-name 
Golcunda, the capital and the date A.H. 991/A.D. 1583, on the 
obverse and the couplet in persian on the reverse of the coin.? 
The details of these coins are as under : 


Obv. Rev. 

OF jue SM s 

SL 5| SUUM oy ener as 
x A ON Ll, Sie 


j S zi 
CLIPS y eff d vol . 
The couplet in Persian means 'He, who dishonours the 
Royal coin, shall get himself entangled in the curse of God' 
In my collection, there is a coin of thi i 
a 1S t ; 
bears the date—A. H. 992 (A. D. 1584). ene) 
The coins of Hyderabad mint of this king are of two types 
l. Num, Circ., LXIII, No. 5, May 1955 
2. Num. Circ., LXVIII, No. 4 & 5, Abril & M 
Eh bid BOLING. REOS 2 agd ae ee j 
( 
p: 
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Obv. Reve 
Ist. type 


{ 2 Uf 
ET Ive LY Qu vau 
STA RU SMIVIE 
abl y | 3 
c Jo} . Se, 
fair 


In this type, the couplet in Persian is absent on the reverse 
of the coin and in its place the mint-name (Hyderabad) is 
shifted from the obverse to the reverse of the coin. This type 
bears the date of A.H. 1012 (A. D. 1603) inscribed at the 
lower part cn both the sides of the coin. It also bears the 
name of the king along with the Kunyat Abul Muazafar 
meaning ‘The father of victories. 


2nd. type 


This type was brought to light by Abdul Wali Khan 
in the recently published Catalogue of Qutub Shahi coins of 
Andhra Pradesh Govt. Museum. It bears the date of A.H. 


1017 (A. D. 1608) and the following inscription on it :! 
Obv. Rev. 


eases Soc 
lov els en 


Waters ails 
Pm lelv -— 


> 
The coins of this type differ slightly from the coins of first 
type in the calligraphical arrangement of the legend of the 
obverse. In this type, the name of the king, Muhammad Quli, 
occurs above the word Qutub Shah and the word Quli is 
written as 45 with Ya-e-Maroof. 


Hurmuz Kaus describes the coin of. Muhammadnagar with 
the following legend! and surprisingly coins of such type are 
missing in the Catalogue of Qutub Shahi coins in the Andhra 
Pradesh Govt. Museum. 


Y. Qutub shahi Coins in Andhia Pradesh Govt. Museum, p. 21, Coin No. 207. 
2. Num. Circ, LXVIII, No. 4, April 1960, Coin No. 3. 
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Obverse Reverse 
Sultan Fuloos... Muhammadnagar Sana 
Muhammad 
Quli Qutub Shah 


I possess more than a dozen coins of this type and by study 
of these coins, I find that the legend described by Kaus 
is not correct. It isa new type coin of Hyderabad mint and 
can be taken as a third type of this mint. The details of these 
Coins are as under : 

Metal: ^ Copper 

Weight: Varying from 197 to 208 grains. 
Size : 074 

Shape: Circular 


Obverse Reverse 
[c 
solet ior 


ALI oH 
K~. 
olive 5G) eae 
PI. VII. 10-11 Pl. VII. 13 


The legend of these coins finds similiarity with the coins of 
Golcunda mint and also with the first type coins of Hyderabad 
mint. It is inscribed in Naskh Style of writing, like the other two 
types. The similiarity of these coins with the coins of Golcunda 
mint lies in respect of the couplet in Persian of the reverse of 
the coin. But the obverse of these coins bears the mint-name 
as Hyderabad along with the name of the king. Further, the 
word Use (Adal) is not found at the beginning of the legend of 
the obverse as it is found on the coins of Golcunda mint. The 


The similiarity of these coins with the Coins of first type of 
Hyderabad mint lies in respect of the calligraphical arrangement 


1. Mannual of Muslim Numismatics, Codrington, p. 53-54, 


BEL 
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of the name of the king on the obverse. Like the coins of first 
type of Hyderabad mint, the word Muhammad occurs at the 
top of the coin. the word Qutub Shah in the second line 
surrounding the word Muhammad and the word Quli lies in the 
third line. The letters 5 and J of the word Quli are placed at 
the left-hand side of the word Qutub Shah, but the letter < 
(Ya-e-Majhool) is extended horizontally, 


The couplet in Persian refers to the nefarious practices of 
the sarafs of melting away the coins so as to bring into circu- 
lation the currency of Vijayanagar kings. During the reign of 
Muhammad Shah I Bahmani, the entire lot of sarafs was 
massacred to put an end of this practice so that in the reigns of 
subsequent Bahmani kings there was no recurrence of it. But 
with the decline of the Bahmani kingdom, it was renewed. 
The legend of the couplet reveals that this nefarious practice of 
melting away the coins had reached to such an extremity during 
the reign of Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah that he had to 
impeach the offender with the curse of God by incorporating 
this couplet on the coin. 


As the legend on the reverse of these coins is similiar to 
that of the coins of Golcunda mint, it shows that these coins 
with the couplet and the mint-name Hyderabad must be an 
earlier issue of Hyderabad mint than the other two known 
types, because coins of the other two types bear no similiarity 
with the coins of Golcunda mint in their inscriptions, It may 
also, perhaps, signify the earliest copper coinage of this king 
when Hyderabad was made the capital instead of Golcunda. 
The lower portion of the die is cut and the date is missing on the 
obverse of the coin. 


Firishta, in his history, gives a legend that Muhammad 
Quli Qutub Shah had named this city as Bhagnaga:! after his 
favourite Bhagmati. But this story is not mentioned by any 
other contemporary historian, except the Mughal historians 
who, in order to depict the immorality of the Qutub Shahi kings 
swayed this story*. Tarikh-e-Farkhunda mentions that Hydera- 
bad was founded in the year A.H. 9983 (A.D. 1590) and refers 
to Firishta by saying that initially Muhammad Quli Qutub 
Shah named it as Bhagnagar, after the name of his minion, 
but after seventeen years, being ashamed of that name, changed 
it to Hyderabad in the name of Ali, the fourth Calif, who 
was surnamed as Hyder. This view is more probable because 
the Qutub Shahi kings professed the Shia creed of Muslim faith 


l. Firishta, III, p. 173. 
2. Muntagab-ul-Lubab, III, p. 384 A 
3. Tarikh-e-Farkhunda, by Munshi Qader Khan, 
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i ieves in the leadership or Immamath of Ali, the fourth 
RM Mis Lien» deer the French traveller, ia 
anne to Hyderabad in the Sea p oe eee ae 

‘li is city was Baghnagar f 
o E Pos in his history "Tazkarat-ul- Muluk 
esibes ‘The whole city a garden". Prof. H. K. Sherwani, 
on the basis of these facts discredits the romantic story es 
by Firishta?, arikh-e-Muhammad Qutub Shah, the o uS 
chronicle of this dynasty, gives the date of A.H. 1000 .D. 
1592) for the laying of the foundation of Hyderabad w en in 
the same year Charminar, the famous edifice was constructed. 
According to another historian, Hyderabad was founded in the 
year A. H. 999 (A. D. 1591). Huadaeg-us-Salatin® mentions 
that it was made the capital in the year A.H. 1004 (A.D. 1595). 
It seems that the construction of royal palaces might have taken 
some time, so that the king shifted from Golcunda to Hyderabad 
in the year A.H. 1004. According to the author of Bagh-e- 
Charchaman, the chronogrammatic epithet ‘Farkhunda Bunyad 
was given to Hyderabad in the year A.H. 1006' (A. D. 1597), 
seven years after its foundation. Various historic monuments 
of this king were constructed between A.H. 1000 (A.D. 1592) 
and A.H. 1006* (A.D. 1597). 


From the above facts, it can be surmised that Hyderabad 
was made the capital between A.H. 1004 (A.D. 1595) and 
A. H. 1006 (A. D. 1597), although it was founded between 
A.H. 998 (A D. 1590) and A.H. 1000 (A.D. 1592). 


A. H. SIDDIQUI 


15 
COPPER COINS OF BURHAN NIZAM SHAH Ill 
(Pl. VID 


After the decline of the Bahmani kingdom, the provincial 
governors became autonomous and soon declared their in- 
dependence. Nizam Shahi dynasty was one of them 


which emerged at Junnar. Its first ruler, Ahmad Nizam-U]- 
Mulk laid the foundations of the city of Ahmadnagar in A. H. 


Tavernier : Travels in India, p. 132. 

T azkarat-ul-Mulook (MSS), State Library Hyderabad, p. 613. 

Prof. H. K. Sherwani, Bhagmati ka Afsana (Urdu). 

T arikh-e-Muhammad Qutub Shah (MSS), State Library Hyd., p. 248. 
Bagh-e-Charchaman, p. 23; also Landmarks of the Deccan, p. 15. 
Hadaeq-us-Salatin, MSS (Salarjung Library), p. 114 a. 
Bagh-e-Charchaman, p. 23. 
Landmarks of the Deccan, p. 15. 


PAM OP wo 
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900 (A.D. 1494) and made it his capital! The copper coins 
of this dynasty are published by Mr. F, J. Thanawalla?; 
wherein he mentions the coins of Daulatabad mint as follows’ 


Obverse Reverse 
Ahib à vv 
HL sy 


He suggested that these coins may either 
ruler Burhan Nizam Shah I (914-961 A.H.—15 ) 
or of the seventh ruler Burhan Nizam Shah II, (999-1093 A.H., 
1591-1595 A. D.). I have a number of coins of this type 
which are circular in shape. They are of i 
weight—(i) .8" in size and 14.014 grammes ( 


According to the calligraphic arrangements, which is Naskh 
the obverse legends may be distinguished in two forms — 
(i) Obverse 


Reverse 


Zu. d c 


ees Cae 


(Pl. VI. 15, 16 & 20) (PI. VI. 21.24) 
(ii) Obverse Reverse 
OK * RÀ s 
AW P. ace 
vi DA oLO»» 
si 


(PI. VI. 14 & 17.19) (PI. VI. 21-24) 


In the first form the word Shah stè occurs preceding the 
word <j (Ghazi), whereas in the second the word yê (Zarb) 
is found before the word <j* (Ghasi). On no other known 


l. Firishta, YI, p. 97 ; Ma'athi-ul-Umara, III, p. 906, 
2. Num. Sup., VII (48), p. 51. 
3. lbid, Coin No. 3-5. 


18 
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coin of this dynasty, the word Ghasi is found, which means 
*Victorious'. 


On the reverse of these coins is the usual legend referring 
to the date as Fi Shahur San (in the months of the year). The 
date is given on the upper part of the coin above the word San, 
which on one seems to be A. H. 1028 (A.D. 1619) coin No. 11, 
but it isnot fully legible. The Nizam Shahi kings used two 
Eras the Hijri and the Shahur San. But as the dates on the 
inscriptions and official records are exclusively in Hijri; the 
dates inscribed on the coins should also be Hijri. 


The mint name Daulatabad is written in a peculiar 
manner, which resembles to the Tughra style. The letters 
ə and , of Wy are written as superscript intersecting the 
Š upper parts of the letters J and ! respectively. The letter » 
of ə isalso written in the same manner and occurs at the 
top of t intersecting the letter ! of 8. 


The attribution of these coins to Burhan Nizam Shah I 
or II is not correct as during the reign of Burhan Nizam Shah I, 
Ahmadnagar was the capital and his extant coins bear the 
mint-name Wagar! (Ahmadnagar). In the reign of Burhan 
Nizam Shah II, Burhanabad was the capital and his coins 
dated A. H. 1001 (A. D. 1592) bear the name Burhanabad2 
Daulatabad had never attained any importance during the 
reigns of Burhan I or II. Only when Ahmadnagar was captured 
by prince Daniyal, son of Akbar in A.H. 1009? (19th August 
1600) the seat of government was shifted first to Junnar and 
then to Daulatabad in the year A.H. 1016* (A.D. 1607) during 
the reign of Murtaza Nizam Shah II. 


Daulatabad, due to its impregnable position was the proper 
refuge of the Nizam Shahi kings, which could withstand the 
increasing pressure of the Mughal armies. The harrasing 
guerilla warfare, with which the Maratha peasants were 
trained, also contributed to the defence of this fort. In 
view of this all-important position of the fort, bearing 
the name Daulatabad, should be attributed to this fort 
and the coins with the name Burhan Nizam Shah to a later 
ruler Burhan Nizam Shah III. 


1. Num. Sup., VII, (48), p. 51, Coin No. |. 

2. Ibid, Coin No. 6. 

3. Epig. Ind. Mosl., Suppl. 1933-34, p. 3 and also Elliot and Dowson, 
VI, P. 144, Firishta, III, p. 164; Akbaranama, III, pp. 774-775. 

4. Maasir-ul-Umarà, III, p. 7 ; Basalin, p. 261. 

5. S. Ahmadullah Quadri; Memoirs of Chandbibi, p. 42, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


- 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


1964] MISCELLANEA 265 


The name of Burhan Nizam Shah III is not found 
mentioned by most of the historians of the Deccan. Even 
Colonel T. W. Haig, whose list of Muslim dynasties is most 
reliable, has omitted his name and confused his reign with 
that of Murtaza Nizam Shah IL! But the name of Burhan 
Nizam Shah III is well-preserved in Basatin-us-Salatin. 
G. Yazdani, has shown conclusively on the basis of a number 
of inscriptions that after Murtaza Nizam Shah II, Burhan 
Nizam Shah III was enthroned’. In the year A.H. 1019 
(A.D. 1610), we find a bitter enemity between Murtaza Nizam 
Shah II and Malik Amber’; An inscription on the fort of 
Antur (Aurangabad district) of the same year refers to Burhan 
Nizam Shah as the reigning king’. Basatin also mentions 
the name of Burhan Nizam Shah III regularly after the year 
A.H. 10208 (A.D. 1611). 


The diary of the Dutchman, Pieter Van den Broeke, who led 
his ship wrecked crew from Gandivi (Gujrat) to the East Coast 
(Masulipattam) in November and December 1617 (A.H. 1026), 
also furnishes some information in this respect. He says— 


‘After the death of his master, Malik (Amber) turned to 
theft and robbery and thus obtained a large following so that 
eventually he came to command more than eight thousand 
horsemen and gained many partisans. Seeing this, the king 
(Murtaza Nizam Shah II) again offered peace and the Malik 
answered that if the king would forget the past and ask for his 
daughter to marry her as a queen, he would serve him faith- 
fully against the Great Mogul and would always be his subject. 
The king, with the approval of his counsellors, agreed to this 
contract and married the Malik's daughter as à queen with 
great pomp and magnificence before all the world. Later, it 
happened that the king's first wife, who was a white Persian 
woman, reproached Malik Amber’s daughter with bitter 
words...... The daughter told her father, who was so angry 
that he determined to have the king killed and at last gained 
over the king’s secretary, Mir Abdul Fateh, who poisoned him 
with a drink of which he died, leaving a minor son. The 
Malik at once took charge of the minor and made himself 
master of the whole country. The son is now twelve years 
old and was only five when his father died." 


l. Historic Land marks of the Deccan, 236. 

2. Basatin-Us-Salatin, Hyd. ed «pp. 286-306. 

3. Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1919-20, p. 12-13; Supp., 1933-34, p. 22. 

4. Basatin, Hyd. cd., p. 270. 

5. Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1919-20, pl. VII, b. 

6. Basatin, Hyd. ed., p. 270. : 5 f 

7. The Journal of Indian History, April 1938, Pp. 146-147 ; Gujrat to 
Golcunda-reign of Jehangir, by W.H. Moreland, 
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Thus the diary of Broeke shows that in the year A.H.1026 
(A.D. 1617), the minor king (Burhan Nizam Shah III) was 
twelve years old and his accession took place in the year 
A.H. 1019 (A.D. 1610) when he was only five years old. 
Further, on the manuscript Nai Nama of Mulla Jami, written 
by Muhammad Muhsin Hirani in Nastaliq, the seal of Burhan 
Nizam Shah is found with the endorsement that it belongs to 
the royal library, with the date Zul Hajja 1034 A.H. 


(1625 A D). 
A number of inscriptions mention the name of Burhan 
Nizam Shah III*. The inscription dated A.H. 1025 (A.D.1616) E 


on a pilar of Kamani Masjid, Shivneri Hill, Junnar district, 
records that Burhan Nizam Shah III was the son of Murtaza 
IP.  Basatim refers to the death of Burhan III either at the 
hands of Fath Khan, son of Malik Amber or by natural death 
and followed by enthronement of his young son of seven years 
namely Hussain Nizam Shah III. Khafi Khan mentions the 
death of Nizam ul-Mulk at the hands of Fath Khan, son of 
Malik Amber in A.H. 10405 (A.D. 1631). 


Thus itis evident that these coins of Daulatabad mint 
can only be attributed to Burhan Nizam Shah III. The 
honorific title ‘Ghazi’, whlch is appended to the name of the 
king, is in the style of Mughal Emperors and seems to signify the 
victories gained over the Mughal armies during his reign, due 
to the able generalship of Malik Amber. The three Mughal 
expeditions led by Khan-e-Khanan, Khan-e-Azam and Abdullah 
Khan in A. H.1019 (A. D. 1610), A. H. 1020 (A. D. 1611) 
and A. H. 1021 (A. D. 1611) respectively were repelled," only 
the fourth expedition, led by prince Khurram (Shah Jahan) 
in A.H. 1025 (A. D. 1616) was successful? In A. H. 1029 
(A.D. 1620-21), the Nizam Shahi army recaptured Ahmadnagar ct 
and Berar and laid a seige of Burhanpur, followed by an attack 
on Mandu.” Again Shah Jahan returned and after fighting 
many a battle against Maratha odds at Mandu, Burhanpur and 


1. Annual Report of the Arch. Dept. HEH t izam. ini 
1930.31 po 9435. pi. of he Nizam?s Dominion, 
2. (a) Epig. Ind. Mosl, 1919-20, Inscription dated A.H. 1035 in Antur 
D Teid, pp. RCRUM dated A. H. 1024, in fort Antur. 
c i uppl, -34, p.22: I ipti 
1025 (A D. 1616). » P nscription no, 3439, dated A. H. 
(d) Ge Gee 5-6; Inscription from Paithan, dated A.H. 1022 
. Ibid, Suppl. 1933-34, p. 22 ; Inscription no. 3440 dated A H. 1025, 
e Basatin, p. 296 ; Badshah nama, I, pt. I, p. 3 ) ic : 
| Muntokhab-ul-Lubab, Y, p.401. ^^ ? Pr 99% pe Ib p. 42. 
. Basatin, p. 261 : Iqbal Nama, p. 66 : Maasir-Ul- 7i 
2 IR. EA 5p aasir-U l-Umera, III, p. 9. 
8, lbid, p.201. 


ADO 266 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


| x 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


1964] MISCELLANEA 267 
the Deccan plains of Painghat and Balaghat, he captured 
Kirkee (present Aurangabad) and Pattan in A. H. 1030 (A.D. 
1621)! But, when Shah Jahan revolted against his father 
Jahangir, these territories were partly recaptured by 
Malik Amber.? ; 

A. H. SIDDIQUI 


16 
NOTE ON SOME LEGENDS OF THE BAHMANI COINS. 
[PI. VI] 


This note is meant to correct some of the legends of the 
Bahmani coins, which are not properly deciphered and to draw 
such inferences from them that may be helpful in the proper 
attribution of the coins under review. 


1. Large copper coins of Ahmad Shah II 


Of the four types of copper coins of Ahmad Shah II the 
legend on the obverse of the large-sized ones is read by 
Codrington,” Speight! and R. Burn as— 


Obv. co OBS ulu ad 
(PI. VI. 172) 


Rev. Glas Balazs oec b Use 


(PI. VI. 7) 
Major. Whittel? reads an extra word Um. (Muhtal) at the 
top of the coin on its obverse. His reading is— 


wer y luda. we eu «Jo praia] din, 
Ch. Md. Ismail has modified this reading slightly. He reads*— 
celo. gow cl] All anal] uma 


In these readings the words Al-Motesim and Muhtal placed 
together carry no meaning. The word Al-Motesim in Arabic 
means ‘One who holds fast’ and the word Muhtal means 


Ibid, p. 182 ; Basatin, p. 272. 

Maasir-Ul-Umera, UI, pp. 8-9. 4 3 

JBBRAS, XVI, p. 99 ; Codrington : On copper coins of the Bahmani 
asty. 

ROSEO UT April 1935, p. 296, PI. VII. 

NS, XXXVII, (234), p. 32, coin no. 35, 

Ibid, (£oot-note). 


Op PPH 
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‘occupier’. As such Al-Motesim Muhtal Allah in the legend will 
mean ‘Holder and Occupier of Allah’ which conveys no sense. 


I read the obverse legend on these coins as— 


The word Js (Be-habel) means ‘By the rope of’. And the 
word J) (al-Motesim) means ‘One who takes fast hold’. The 
legend would thus mean— 


‘Holder of the rope of Allah, the Ever-Bestowing’ (literally 
it means ‘The follower of the-true path of the Faith), and is very 
much similar to the phrase ‘the Friend of the Compassionate.’ 
BE Ibrahim or Abraham is called Khaleel-ullah or ‘Friend 
of Allah’. 


, he legend &/ Jem pail is similar to the Quranic epithet 
Ter Us pate], meaning ‘You should all hold the rope of 
ah'. 
2. Copper coin of Humayun Shah 


Of the three types of copper coins of Humayun Shah 
Bahmani alias Zalim, one has the legend on the reverse undeci- 
phered and it is a subject of controversy. Codrington has 
described this coin with his readings as— 


Obverse. Reverse. 
oU JU» 
3 vb 


E uel c. ^ c 
nem Ces 


(PI. VI. 3) (Pl. VI 8-10) 


This is also acceptable to Prof. Spe; j i 
cce . Speight and Major Whittel. 
But the reading Dàrar Zaka human on the ayes RT 


meaning. So recenly, Hurm Kaus! 
‘ait ee y rmuz Kaus’ has suggested the 


vbl, 
QUE 


The word dadar is derived 


PE f a i 
Juicio deo e E rom the word dad meaning 


‘dispenser of justice’. It is 


1. Num. Circ., Dec. 1961. 


V 
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one of the epithets of God and occurs in the Avesta, the sacred 
book of the Zoroastrians. The Persian kings were known as 
Dadan meaning ‘The just’ which is an equivalent to the word 
Adil found on the coins of various Muslim kings. Thus the 
legend Dadar Nigahban means ‘The Dispenser of Justice is my 
guardian’. 


Hurmuz has pointed out that the founder of the Bahmani 
dynasty, Alauddin Hasan, was a descendant of Kayanian 
dynasty of ancient Persia ; so he called himself Bahman Shah 
and the sixth ruler has also assumed a Persian title Tahamtan 
Shah. So, in his opinion Humayun Shah, also influenced by 
his Persian origin and culture, incorporated this Persian legend 
on his coin. 


But his reading is not convincing for the following 
reasons— 


(i) The first word of the legend contains the third letter 
clearly as , (Me) rather than the letter > (Dal). It differs 
with the first letter Dal. Further, the upper portion of the 
word is vertical, whereas for the letter Da] the upper portion is 
always inclined towards left. The fifth letter is distinctly hamza 
(s) and not the letter ; (re), it differs from the third letter Re. 
It may also be an incomplete form of the letter s (Ye). Thus 
the first word of the reverse legend is slo (Dara) or «ljo 
(Dàrai) and not jel» (Dadar). 


2. Humayun Shah, was so tyrannical that he was known 
amongst his people as Zalim (the Tyrant). A tyrant king, 
would not invoke the help of God in the name of justice 
and say ‘the dispenser of Justice is my guardian’. 


3. It is highly improbable that the fifth ruler of the 
Bahamani dynasty, would seek a phrase from the Avesta for 
his coins for the reason that his remote ancesters were related 
to the royal Kayanian dynasty of Persia. 


The legend on the reverse of the coin in my opinion is 
either DP Or PS 
"n alt 


If the last letter of the first word is taken as s (hamza), 
the word will be se (Dara) ; if it is taken to be « (Ya-e-Maroof) 
then the first word would be 4l» (Darai) The words dara 
or da@rai are Persian and according to Burhan-i-Qute (ed. M. 
Moin) mean ‘The Lord or Allah’. The second word of the 
legend has been rightly read by Hurmuz Kaus as u$ (Vigah- 
ban). The letter w (nm) is connected with the letters 6 at 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj..Lucknow 
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the lower end. The letter 4 (Kaf) has an additional markaz 
or stroke which makes it clear that the letter is -$ (Gf). 
Thus the second word is wil (Nigal-ban) and not jt» t; 
(saka human). 

The legend Dara Nigah-ban or Darai Nigah-bhan, means 
‘God is the saviour’. It conveys the same meaning as the 
Quranic phrase Sl y 4/6 (So Allah is the best saviour). 


At the instigation of the kings of Vijayanagar! the sarafs 
used to melt the coins of the Bahmani kings, so, Muhammad 
Shah I, the second Bahamani king, massacred all the sarafs in 
the year A. H. 766 (A. D. 1359). This brought the desired 
effect for the time being. The present legend indicates that in 
the reign of Humayun Shah, the sarrafs renewed the melting 
of the coins. 


The legend may also be read as wl; we (Nigah-ban- 
e-Darai). The word Darai means also ‘Finance’. The Ministry 
of Finance in Iran even today is called jl» c, (Wizarat-e- 
Darai). So the legend Nigah-ban-e-Darai would mean ‘The 
guardian of the treasury’. According to the Islamic concept of 
kingship, the king is the care-taker of the government and 
guardian of the treasury. Since this meaning of the word Darai 
is not given in Haim’s Dictionary, it is not certain if the 
word darai conveyed this meaning in the nineth century Hijri. 
Therefore, I prefer the first reading i. e. ‘Dara nigah-ban’. 


3. Small.sized copper coins of Mahmud Shah. 


Prof. Speight has enlisted the small-sized copper coins of 
Mahmud Shah Bahmani with the legend?— 


Obverse, Reverse, 
Deus vo 
su. Sl sey 


I have found two varieties of these small-sj i i 
the following legends— = ae reg 


(i)  Obverse, 


Reverse; 
Dec le ES 
w 
: (PI, VI. 4) (PI. VI. 11) 
(i1) Obverse, Reverse 
StS oy. e i 
sla Sym 
(PI. VI, 5.6) (PI. VI. 12-13) 


l. NS, XXXIX FASB, for 1955 
x : ; , (261). 
2, Islamic Culture, April 1935, p]. xvi, Coin nos. 7 & 8 


Y 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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In Muslim writings the word bin or ibn (meaning, the son 
of) always precedes the name of the father. And on the coins 
it is found on the side which bears the name of the father of the 
issuing king. As such the coins of variety (i), which contain 
the word bin along with Muhammad Shah, would be the 
coins of Mahmud Shah, the son of Muhammad Shah (III). 


side of the coin. This Suggests that they are the issues of a 
king named Muhammad Shah, who was the son of Mahmud 
Shah. 


y» 


Only one king named Mahmud-Shah is known in the 
Bahmani dynasty. According to the known history, after 
Mahmud Shah, his sons Ahmad Shah IV and Alauddin had 
ascended the throne in succession. But the coins of both of these 
rulers are still unknown. Now, the present coins Suggest that 
one of these sons of Mahmud Shah ascended the throne under 
the name of Muhammad Shah (IV). And he is identical with 
Alauddin. Thusa new name may now be added in the coin 
series of the Bahmani kings. 


A. H. SIDDIQUI 
17 


SOME DATELESS COPPER COINS OF THE 
BAHMANI KINGS 


[P]. VII] 


| 
The copper coins of the Bahmani kings are found in 
abundance and variety. Most of the coins of these kings bear 
dates and so they can easily be assigned to particular kings. 
But on some of the coins of these kings dates are not found, 
B A few of such dateless coins form the subject of study of 
i this article. 
t 


Coin No. I 
Weight: 27.3 grains (I 6624 grains), 
Size : 0.45.” 
Shape : Circular. 


Obv. Rev. 
EE 3 
j . (y Í 


| Pl. VII. 1 Pl. VII. 2 
| 19 
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ahmani kings who assumed the title of 
Pu Ries me bear the ‘Kuniyat’ of 
AES S The name of Muhammad Shah III is always 
SEM the name of his father, Humayun Shah. Both 
ud Shah I and Muhammad Shah II have used ue 
name ‘Adjul-Muzzafar, Men e ; E S TEN s 
i tals an e latter : 
cae, UH nape coins of early rulers of this dynasty 
are very small in size, this small-size coin can be assigned to 
Muhammad Shah I. The style of writing of this coin is very 
i iliar to that of other copper coins of Muhammad Shah I. 
SEM of the other copper coins of Muhammad Shah I bear the 
following inscriptions : 


1. Obv. Rev. 
nibbles) i! 
eur es 

2. Obv. Rev. 
AE ed 
Urs LUI 


.3 Obv. Rev. 


sje IJI slit 
P wy 
lous Obha 


Thus, the obverse legend of other types is bifurcated in 


this coin. The Kuniyat ‘Abul-Muzszar is retained on the 


obverse and the name of the king, Muhammad Shah 
with an additional word 4 


reverse of the coin. Furthe 
very similiar to that of the 
subsequent ruler. The lege 
Shah is as follows: 


(along 
s-Sultan) has been shifted to the 
r, the legend of this Copper coin is 
Copper coin of Mujahid Shah, the 
nd of the copper coin of Mujahid 


af. 


A — — M 


o 
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Obv. Rev, 
CS ll Sol. 
5 oo 


Similiarity of both of these coins lies in respect that both 
of them contain Kuniyat of the king on the obverse and the 
name of the king on the reverse of the coin. Hence, this 
small-size coin can be assigned to Muhammad Shah I. 


Coin. No. 2 
Weight : 55.66 grains (3.6070 gr. grams). 
Size EO Dike 


Obv. Rev: 


te) y | oie 
vlan? vui 


Pl. VII. 3. Pl. VII. 4. 


The obverse of the coin bears the name of the king, Ahmad 
Shah with the honorofic title ‘Deendar’, meaning ‘The Pious’ or 
‘The Religious man’. The reverse of the coin contains the 
legend in Arabic which runs as ‘Qale-o-Basar Kuffar’, or 
Qale-o-Bazarin Kuffara which means ‘The Destroyer of the 
generation of infidels’, According to the calligraphy, small 
letter ! (alif) over the letter € (ain) signifies the completion of the 
word Qale. Such a style of calligraphy is found on the .coins 
of other Muslim dynasties, such as on the copper coins of Ali 


Adil Shah II, the word Ali Adil Shah is written as e| 
u Uil, le 


There are four Bahmani kings who ascended the throne 
by the name of Ahmad Shah. Out of these, coins of Ahmad 
Shah IV, son of Mahmud Shah, are still unknown, but the 
type is expected to be similar to that of Mahmud Shah. 


This coin can be ascribed to Ahmad Shah I, because 
Ahmad Shah was known as ‘Walt’ or ‘The Saint’. Saboor 
observes, “Kings and Emperors generally assume grandi- 
loquent, high sounding and awe-inspiring titles on 
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coming to the throne. It seldom happens that people confer 
any title on their rulers, though there are several instances 
of kings having been nick-named by subjects on the strength 
of some queer trait in their character or temperament. But 
Ahmad Shah I was called "Wal? by the populace on account 
of rain having fallen after a severe drought by his intercession 
with Heaven. The Sultan was glad to be called Wali but, 
perhaps, out of modesty, he did not assume it on coins and 
official reeords. But his successors in their coins have men- 
tioned him as Wali”, Thus, although Ahmad Shah I could 
not cal himself Wali or ‘The Saint’, still in this coin he 
is entitled as ‘Deendar’ or ‘The Pious’, which reflects the y 
spiritual and religious piety of the king. 


The style of writing the word Ahmad is noteworthy. On 
the other coins of Ahmad Shah I, the word Ahmad is written as 


Oey so that the letter alif | passes through the centre of the 


head of the letter c Hai. On the coins of Ahmad Shah II, the 
word Ahmad is written as wal, so that the lower part of the 
letter alif! is connected with the head of the letter Haig. On 
the coins of Ahmad Shah III, the word Ahmad is Written as 
s—land we find that the letter alif! and Hai c are distinctly 
Separate. On this coin, the style of writing Ahmad is similiar 
to that of the other coins of Ahmad Shah I and So atribution of 
this coin to Ahmad Shah I is furter justified. 


The inscription of the reverse of the coin “The Destroyer 
of the generation of infidels” refers to the victories of this king 
against the Vijayanagar kings, 
Coin No. 3. $ 
Weight: 51.16 grains (3.3156 grams). 
Sa s; 057 
Shape : Circular. 


Obverse Reverse 
Pl. VII. 5 Pl. VII. 6 


1. Num. Supp. XX XIX, JASB, for 1925, Article 261. 


5 CG-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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The obverse of the coin bears the name of the king, Ahmad 
Shah. The reverse of coin entitles the king as ‘Zil-e-Illah’ or 
the ‘Shadow of Almighty’. 


As this coin coin Contains the word Ahmad written as 


a So that the lower end of the letter alif ! is connected 


with the head of the letter c (Hai) and such a style of writing 
of the word Ahmad is found on the coins of Ahmad Shah II, 
therefore this coin can be assigned to Ahmad Shah II. 


Coin No. 4. 


Weight: 26.08 grains (1.6904 grams). 
Size: Q4". 
Shape : Circular. 


Obverse Reverse 
fe oly ole 
PI. VII. 7 Pl. VI. 8& 9 


In this coin, the obverse bears the name of the king, 
Ahmad Shah. The word Ahmad is written in such a manner 
that the lower end of the letter alif ! is connected with head of 
the next letter Hai c» therefore it—like the above-mentioned 
coin no. 3—pertains to the reign of Ahmad Shah II. The reverse 
of the coin contains the honorefic title of the king as Jahan 
Panah, meaning ‘The Refuge of the world’, 


A. H. SIDDIQUI 


18 
ON A COPPER COIN OF FIROZSHAH BAHMANI 
[PI. VIII] 


Similar coins have been published by H. M. Whittel! and 
E. F. Speight’, but the present coin shows some notable. 
characteristics. 


Nhi H. M, NS., XXVII, p. 29. A 
5 e ;B. E, “The coins of the Bahmani Kings of the Deccan,» 
. Islamic ‘Culture, April, 1935, p. 295, pl. V, Nos. 1625. I am grateful to 
Shri A.H. Siddiqui for these references and also for the reading 
of a part of the legend. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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This coin was handed over to me by Shri P. C. Pant of 
the College of Indology, B. H. U., Varanasi. He obtained this 
coin at Ahmadnagar sometime in 1959. 

Speight, who has published ten coins of this type, has 
nol given the weight and size of the coins, though he has men- 
tioned that the “sizes of these coins are those of the originals. 
The weights of any of them can be communicated if desired.!” 
However, we are left unknown about the weights of these coins. 
Whittel has supplied the weight of his one published coin, 
though  unillustrated. The weight of Whittel’s coins is 
80 grs.2=5.184 grams. Our coin weighs 5.825 grams, and 
is .63 inch in size. m 

The two nukhtas of ye of the word Firoz seen on the 
present coin are absent on the illustrated specimens of Speight. 
The nukhta of be of Bahamanz is faintly seen only on one piece. 


The letters on the obverse of this coin start from XII and 
end at VI. One coin of Speight, No. 21 is quite similar to it 
but the letters are not well written. The letters executed on 
the present coin are very fine and stylistic than the so far 
published coins of this type. 


Obv. Rev. 
A Ley 


P : 
: P < Cv, 
Ez b 
a le 


Or Or 
Piros Shah Bahamanz Raji ridwan Mahmani 
NISAR AHMAD a 
19 
BRONZE MEDALLION ISSUED BY THE MINT AT 
BOMBAY 
[Pl. VII] 


The bronze medallion, Plate VII, 14, must have been issued 
by the mint at Bombay to mark some event of outstanding 
Interest, or on an anniversary of one; or were possibly presented 
to visitors to the mint as a souvenir. 


l. Ibid., p. 282, 
2, Whittell, op cit, p. 29, 


m m 
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As there appeared to be no way in which to ascertain why 
they had been issued, Dr. P. L. Gupta of the Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay, was approached for his assistance, The 
enquiry, which he addressed to the Mint authorities, produced 
no results as he was informed no records were available which 
would explain the necessity for their issue. 


In addition to the medallion which forms the subject of 
this note one other is known to be in the collection of the British 
Museum. Here also no particulars are available which can 
help in explaining why they were issued, or to establish the 
year of issue. 


A book, The Bombay Mint Hand-Book and Code of Rules 
by H. J. K. Wallis. Capt: I. A., Officiating Master of 
the Mint, in the Central Library of the British Museum has 
supplied some information. It establishes the fact that the 
medallion was issued by the Mint as a commemorative. From a 
photographic illustration of the Mint building in the Hand-Book 
it is certain the obverse of the medallion has a representation 
of the main portico. The Mint is stated to have been designed 
and constructed by Major John Hawkins of the Bombay 
Engineers. The work was commenced in the year 1824 and 
completed in 1829. The medallion need not necessarily have 
been issued in the latter year, but there is the possibility it was 
issued in 1829, or some time shortly after the work was 
completed. 


In the Appendices, Part IV, of the Hand-Book, Appendix 
“H”, which furnishes a “List of Medal Dies Retained in the 
Mint", is found an item under “Exhibitions, Shows, etc.", “Mint 
Commemorative", but no date or particulars are furnished. 
The reference would appear to point to this medallion. 


The information available, with an illustration of the 
medallion (Pl, VII. 14), is published with the hope that further 
details may be furnished with particulars of the year in which it 
was issued. 


It is strange that although it was issued as recently as the 


nineteenth century no records appear to exist in the Mint con- 
cerning it, or to the year in which it was issued. 


C. H. BIDDULPH. 
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20 


A DOUBLE MOHAR OF SIVA SIMHA MALLA OF 
KATHAMANDU 


Reading in Wright's Vaméavali’ that, towards the first 
half of the 16th Century, King Mahendra Malla “went to Dihli 
with a present of a swan and hawks for the Emperor, who, 
being much pleased therewith, granted his permission to strike 
coin in his own name, in weight six mashas. He struck this 
coin, and called it mohar, and made it current in every part 
of his country”, one may doubt—on chronological and historical 
grounds—the genuinity of the episode, but one would expect to 
find evidence of such coins at least in the few collections which 
specialize in the field of Nepalese Numismatics. 


Unfortunately very little has come to us from this initial 
stage of the Nepalese mediaeval coinage, from Mahendra and 
his immediate successors, very few specimens have been 
adequately published and even Walsh*— whose work is still of 
fundamental importance 45 years after its publication—started 
his catalogue from the middle of the 17th Century, leaving 
a gap of about a 100 years which has still to be explored. 


I therefore think readers may be interested in the following 
description of a double Mohar of Siva Simha Malla, the younger 
son of Mahendra from a Takuri mother, a “wise man" according 
to the Vamgavali, who reigned in Kathamandu after the expul- 
sion of his licentious brother, Sadasiva Malla. 


AR, round 


Obv. In small central circle, a vajra or bajra (emblem of 
the Vajrayana Buddhist sect, symbolizing lightning) 
with streamers and dots to r. and l. Above 7i in 
large characters, between two crescents with dots. 
In smaller character, tangent to the inner circle, 

iva Sim. Around marks which are generally taken 
for imitations of Arabic characters upside-down. 
Border of bold dots. 


Rev. In small central circle trifüla (Siva's trident) 
with ornamental scrolls. Above khadga (sword) 
Ms RAM, flanked to left by noose. Around 
Imitation of Arabic character id 
border of bold dots. ee i AIR. 


(See the attached plate) 


1. D. Wright, History of Nepal. Re-edited i i 
Ee ERREUR o in ERG liy EEN uta 


2, E. H. Walsh, ‘The coinage of Nepal? in FRAS, 1907, pp. 669 & ff, 
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Size 32.2 mm. 


Weight 16.50 gms. (or ca. 162 grs.), corresponding to about 
12 mashas. Setting of dies : ^ 


Apparently unpublished and not in the 


Numismatic 
Museum of Kathamandu. 


—C. VALDETTARO 


JNSI, XXVI 


PART II 


Enlargement of a Double Mohar of Siva Sirhha Malla of Nepal 


1. Wright gives, for the silver measurements, the following equivalents ; 
(p. 183 of the ators Edition). 
12 Masas=1 tola ! : EN 
i ive a masha of 15 grains and my coin wou weigh less 
T A ERN $ taking instead a masha of 14.4 grs. (Cunningham, 
CAI, p. 45) the coin comes to about 12 mashas, or two mohars, 
> P 


20 
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20 


A DOUBLE MOHAR OF SIVA SIMHA MALLA OF 
KATHAMANDU 


Reading in Wright’s Vaméavali! that, towards the first 
half of the 16th Century, King Mahendra Malla “went to Dihli 
with a present of a swan and hawks for the Emperor, who, 
being much pleased therewith, granted his permission to strike 
coin in his own name, in weight six mashas. He struck this 


coin, and called it mohar, and made it current in every part 
of his country”, one may doubt—on chronological and historical ad 
grounds—the genuinity of the episode, but one would expect to | 


ATC 


own and 


(See the attached plate) 


1. D. Wright, History i i 
(Indra) Pur iia e eee recent in 1958 by Susil Gupta 


2 E. H. Walsh, ‘The coinage of Nepal» in JRAS, 1907, pp. 669 & ff, 
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Size 32.2 mm. 


Weight 16,50 
“JU gms. x 
12 mashas.! Setting ae KT grs.), corresponding to about 


Apparently un p 
ubl : 
Museum of KotnuM s d and not in the Numismatic 


—C. VALDETTARO 


(p. 183 of the abovc Edition), 
12 Masas- 1 tola 

This would give a masha of 15 grains and : a 

than 1] grains; taking instead a GET GH arene weigh less 
CAI, p. 45) the coin comes to about 12 mashas, or ool mona Shan 
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NOTES & NEWS 
COMMUNICATIONS 


11th November, 1964. 
Sir, 
The Marathas in Southern India and Their Coinage 


I enjoyed greatly Mr. Biddulph's interesting and authori- x 
tative article on the above subject which appeared in the JVSI 
Vol. XXV, (1963) Part II, Pages 219/237. I have in my 
collection about 50 pieces of Chhatrapati copper coins which 
I collected in Poona old bazaar. There are several varieties. 
Some bear the name of Sahu Chhatrapati while others bear the 
legend Sri Raia Chhatrapati with Hijri date 1234 in Nagari 
numerals. There are also three coins of smaller denominations, 
in my collection, and I append below their descriptions 
separately :— 

l: Æ Obv.: Sri Raj-Si 
Rev.: Chhatta—ti 
Weight 72 grains 

2. Æ Obv.: Raj— 
Rev. : Chhatra—ti 
Weight 63 grains. 

3. Æ Obv.. Sri Ra—Si 


Rev.: Chha—Pati 
Weight 35 grains. 

All the above coins have a single horizontal line between 
the sri and raja, and according to Rev. J. E. Abbott they 
are considered as older ones. 

It will be observed that the legends on these three coins 
are not complete yet they are sufficiently clear to assign the 
Coins either to Siva Chhatrapati or to the other Chhatrapatis of 
the dynasty. This clearly establishes the fact that fractional 


denominations below the pice were minted and were in 
circulation. 


;,., On page 231 Mr, Biddulph has described coin No. 13 as 
follows :— EE J 


“AE Paisa 10 cash : Obv. : Sri Sarabha Raja. Rev. : 
Chhatrapati. Weight 151.6 grains. Mint: Tanjore. 
A rare coin (10 cash) in British Museum collection." 4 
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And on page 229 he has assigned the above coin to Sarabhoji 
Raja of Tanjore (1798-1824). Iam in doubt whether the 
legends on this coin. (more especially on the reverse of it) have 
been correctly read, because the Maratha dynasty of Tanjore 
was a separate branch altogether and it appears to me that the 
use of that distinguished title Chhatrapati by the Tanjore 
rulers is somewhat curious. Some more light may be thrown 
on this point. 


Thanking you. 
i Yours faithfully, 
ok D. M. Phatak 
SE 623/33 Sadashiv Peth, 
| Deshmukh Wadi, 
Poona-2. 


2 


Some Notable Mughal Coins 
Dear Sir, 


Shri C. R. Singhal writing on “Some Notable Mughal 
Coins" in ZNST, XXVI, Pt. I. p. 60 published a rupee of kora 
mint of Shah Jahan II Rafi-ud-daulah. Referring to it he 
states that "except a passing reference by Taylor no other 
coins of Shah Jahan II of kora mint are described anywhere”. 
But one coin of this mint of Shah Jahan II has been 
recorded in The Supplement to the Volume III of the Catalogue 
of Cains in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, p. 156, No. 1518. 
This coin-type, however, is not illustrated—neither by 
S. Ahmad, the compiler of the aforesaid Supplement nor by 
Shri C. R. Singhal, 


Yours faithfully, 
Peer a ma. N. AHMAD 
$ College of Indology, 
Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi—5. 


Addenda & Corrigenda 
JNSI, Vol. XXVI, Pt. I 


“Countermarked Coins of the Shahs of Persia” by C. H. 
Biddulph. 


Page 77. Fourth line :— 
read Pl. IV, No. 12 for Pl. X. No. 12. 


| Page 77. Fifth line :— 
read Pl. V. No. 1 for Pl. X. No. 13. 
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OBITUARY 


Dr. Jonn WALKER 


Dr. John Walker, Keeper of Coins and Medals at the 
British Museum, London, died on Nov. 12th, 1964. He was a 
great scholar in Arbic, and his most important works were in 
the field of Islamic numismatics. He published two masterly 
volumes of the British Museum Catalogue of Muhammadan 
Coins: Vol. I, Arab-Sassanian—1941 and Vol. II, Arab-Byzan- 
tine and post reform Ummaiyad coins—1956. Both of these 
are of fundamental and lasting importance for the numismatic 
history of the early Islamic period. Among his many shorter 
monographs and articles are included such subjects as the 
second Saffarid dynasty of Sistan, the Sultans of Kilwa, an 
ancient dynasty of Hatra in Mesopotamia, and the important 
identification of coins of a previously unknown group of Arab 
Amirs in tenth century Crete. He also wrote on subjects connec- 
ted with South Arabia in antiquity and had begun to prepare a 
new treatment of its coinages. His place among the great 
numismatic scholars is secure and distinguished. 


He will be justly remembered not only in his official 
capacity as the man in charge of one of the world's greatest 
coin collection but «lso for his long and valued labours as 
Secretary and Editor of the Royal Numismatic Society. His 
achievements were rewarded by official recoguition in the form 
of the C. B. E. and as recipient of the medal of the Royal 
Numismatic Society and of the American Numismatic Society. 
He was an honoured Life Member of the Numismatic Society 
of India. To all his friends and colleagues who will remember 
John Walker with affection and gratitude his sudden death 
Came as a great shock and a profound personal loss, It is 
gratitying to realise how much deep appreciation was evoked by 
his manifold, kind and helpful services to numerous scholars 
oth in his own and other fields, throughout the world. í 


G. K. JENKINS 
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THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 53rd ANNUAL CON- 
FERENCE OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
OF INDIA HELD AT GAUHATI ON THE 
2nd & 3rd OF JANUARY, 1965 


The 53rd Annual Conference of the Numismatic Society 
of India was held this year at Gauhati on the 2nd and 3rd 
January, 1965. The Conference was inaugurated on 2nd 
January at 4 P.M. in the District Library Hall, Gauhati. The 
inauguration was largely attended by the members of the Society 
as well as the delegates to the session of the All India Oriental 
Conference, Shri A. Ghosh, Director General of Archaeology 
in India, the President-elect of the Society, was in the Chair. 
Welcoming the President Shri Ghosh on the occasion, Prof. 
Jagannath Agrawal outlined the importance of numismatics and 
the significant role of the Numismatic Society of India in 
furthering study and research in numismatics. Pointing out to 
the desirability of more sympathetic attitude of the Government 
towards the Society, Prof. Agrawal said the Society was 
doubly fortunate in having as its President Shri A. Ghosh who 
was not only a distinguished archaeologist of the country and 
who thus fully realised the importance of numismatics but one 
who heads the Directorate General of Archaeology in India and 
was therefore in a position to influence the Government to take 
keener interest in the affairs of the Soceity and to affect a closer 
liason between the Department of Archaeology and the 
Numismatic Society which will be of immence benefit to the 
study of India’s past. Prof. Agrawal then requested Shri Ghosh 
to deliver his Presidential Address. 


* * x * 


Presidential Address 


Shri A. Ghosh delivered his Presidential Address as 
follows: 


“Friends and Fellow-workers. 


“I cannot adequately express my thanks to the Executive 
Council of the Numismatic Society of India for having chosen 
me as the President of the Society for the current year. This 
thanksgiving is much more sincere than the customary forma- 
lity : for, whereas all my predecessors were the leading numis- 
matists of the country, I have no hesitation in confessing what is 
already known to you, that is, my contribution to numismatics 
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is nil. I have taken it, therefore, that my selection has been 
on grounds other than numismatic scholarship and have also 
accepted the invitation and the honour on considerations other 
than my technical competence. Let me warn you, therefore, 
against expecting a learned numismatic discourse in my 
present address to you: I shall make no pretensions of telling 
you anything new about coins but shall confine myself to a 
few general observations. It is a well-established convention 
that the annual President should mention in his address the 
recent discoveries and publications in the field. I shall refrain 
from doing so, as I cannot claim that I can augment your 
knowledge. 


“Though never actively connected with the Society, not even 
a subscription-paying member thereof, Ihave always cherished 
the highest regard for it. Led and manned by selfless workers, 
who have not only kept the torch burning but have added 
greater and greater glow to it, the Society has now established 
itself as a unique institution in the academic sphere. In the 
new building that has come up at Varanasi the soul of the 
Society has, as it were, found its body. It now remains to find 
out ways and means to make that body more and more efficient 
and effective in giving shape to the mission of its soul. And 
after a fruitful existence of more than fifty years, it is time that 
that mission was clearly defined. You, who have in the past 
interested yourselves more in the Society than I have, are no 
doubt in a more privileged position to make that definition, But 
I may be allowed to place before you my conception of what 
should be the Society’s mission. The Society should develop 
a rich coin-collection of its own—in originals as far as possible 
and in replicas—and an equally rich library, so that it becomes 
the focal centre of research in Indian numismatics, As and 
when this is put into Practice, the work wil] outgrow the capa- 
cities of honorary workers, however enthusiastic. There will 


“From the land of ideals let me descend to earth or even 
below it, viz. archaeology in relation to coins. The excavator 
of a site of the historica] Period knows how valuable coins are 
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in providing the upper chronological limits of his strata and 
periods. How coins have helped in the absolute (as distinct 
from relative) dating of archaeological material has been satis- 
.factorily dealt with by a young colleague of mine.! But this 
presupposes that the coins themselves are firmly dated, which, 
28 we are all aware, is unfortunately not always the case. 
The same is equally true of dating on the basis of palaeography. 


"Another colleague of mine proposes to work on the reverse 
thesis: is it possible to work out the period of coins of 
uncertain dates on the basis of archaeological stratification ? 
One recalls how almost sixty years back the excavation at 
Taxila settled the then-disputed priority of the Kadphises 
group of rulers over the Kanishka group. 


"Two major problems which excavations, and they alone, 
Can. Solve are: (1) the antiquity of coinage in India, and 
(2) the relative chronology of punch-marked and cast coins. 
In regard to the first, I may state that a large number of sites 
with protohistoric and historical deposits have of late been 
excavated all over India, particularly in north and central 
India and in the Deccan, and at all of them coins are associated 
only with the beginnings of the historical period. I admit that 
these beginnings themselves require a greater chronological 
definition than is available at present, specially with reference 
- to individual regions. Making all reservations for such a 
definition and for what the future may reveal, coinage does nat 
seem to have been introduced in any part of India before the 
sixth century B. C., may be somewhat later, though some haye 
cited literary passages, with supposed interpretations thereof, 
in support of an earlier dating. It is fascinating to speculate on 
‘what economic factors were responsible for, or were favourable 
to, the advent of coins, as also on whether any foreign 
influences w re at work. If there were extraneous factors, 
we have to pin-point their nature: was it only the idea of 
coinage that came to India, as ‘ideas have wings’, or was there 
something more concrete than mere ideas? I am afraid all 
that has been said on the subject till now lacks precision. 


“On the second problem, viz. the relative chronology of 
punch-marked and cast coins, the general view, based on 
a priori considerations, is that the former are earlier than the 
latter. But the evidence of careful excavations is more in 
favour of their contemporaneity than otherwise. The evidence 


1 S.C. Ray, Stratigraphic Evidence of Coins in Indian Excavations and 
Some Allied Jssues, Numismatic Notes and Monographs, no. 8 (Numismatic 
Socicty of India, Varanasi, 1959). k 
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is derived from the excavations at Hastinapura,’ Sravasti? and 
Tilaura-kot,! the last in the Nepal tarai (identified by some with 
the ancient Kapilavastu, though the recent excavation there 
did not yield anything in support or refutation of the identifica- 
tion) ; at all these sites the co-occurrence of the two classes 
of coins is attested. The evidence from Kaugambi and Rajghat, 
two other major sites in the Ganga valley under excavation, 
will, when fully available, be interesting in this direction. 
Even if the priority of one class over the other is established 
by future work, the economic and political conditions that 
made the simultaneous currency of both the classes in the same 
region possible have to be understood, not to speak of the 
origin of the two different tecbniques. 


“Noteworthy is the occurrence at Tilaura-kot of die-struck 
coins along with punch-marked and uninscribed cast ones. Of 
particular interest are the die-struck and cast coins with the 
symbol of a four-spoked wheel, the reverse being plain. The 
flan of the cast coins is larger than that of the die-struck 
ones, and the junction of the spokes is thickened resulting in 
a tiny pellet. The four-spoked wheel seems to have been the 
symbol of Tilaura-kot when it was the capital of an independent 
state in the first three centuries or so before Christ. 


“Tt is not my intention to examine the stratigraphy of coins 
in all recent excavations and their value in absolute and relative 
chronology. The above examples will show how excavations 
can help in establishing the concurrence and sequence of 
techniques, which are likely to be lost sight of if coins are 
divorced from their context and studied individually. 


“A great lacuna in our knowledge is the metallurgical 
aspect of coins. Large-scale physical and chemical analyses 
of coins would doubtless lead to an understanding of ancient 
metallurgy. The identification of the mines from which the 
ores were extracted would give us an inkling into ancient trade 
and commerce. The proportion of alloy in a class of coins 
may lead to significant conclusions on the prosperity or other- 
wise of the ruler who issued them and of his state. I am sure 
an equipped laboratory can work on the subject for several 
years. 


“Fresh discoveries of coins have been bei i 
r l ing published yearl 
in Indian Archacology—A Review ; since its inception a GEE 
there has been in it a chapter on Numismatics and Treasure- 
trove. But as its editor I know how inadequate the infor- 


] Ancient India, nos. 10 and 11 (1954 
2 Information from Dr. K.K. d Ro EES lh 
3 Information from Shrimati D. Mitra, 
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mation often is. Ifthe suppliers of the material would give 
us more accurate information than what we sometimes get (for 
instance, ‘so many Mughal coins were discovered’ or, worse 
still, ‘coins weighing so many hundred tolas were acquired as 
treasure-trove’), we shall be glad to incorporate it in the chapter, 
so that it is more useful to numismatists than it is now. 


“And that brings me to the operation of the almost-a- 
century-old Treasure-trove Act. In spite of its age the Act 
still stands us in good stead in bringing to notice and acquiring 
valuable finds, but, as is well-known ‘and is often lamented, 
its cumbrous procedure and, what is more, the ignorance of the 
people have resulted in the loss of many a precious hoard. 
Arising out of a resolution of a member of the Central Advisory 
Board of Archaeology, a Committee was set up in 1963 to 
recommend measures on evolving a simplified procedure for pay- 
ment to owners and finders of treasure-trove, so as to provide 
the necessary incentive for the declaration of the find. The 
recommendations of the Committee have been brought to the 
notice of all State Governments by the Government of India ; 
the chief of them is that the compulsory declaration of a 
find should be made to the village panehayat (and not to the 
District Collector as laid down in the present Act), which 
should also be competent to acquire the find. If implemented, 
they may have some salutary result, but nothing less than an 
extensive public education will produce the desired effect in full. 


“It has been suggested that the Numismatic Society should 
have some voice in the aquisition and distribution of treasure- 
trove coins. I do not know how far it is possible to vest such 
executive functions in the Society in its present set-up, but 


concrete proposals may be put forward for the consideration of 
the authorities. 


“Bringing out catalogues of coins lying in different museums 
is a part of the programme of bringing coins to light. The 
need has been emphasized by so many others before me that 
I need not add my voice to theirs. It is satisfactory to note 
that the Andhra Pradesh Government have brought out within 
a short period as many as six catalogues of coins in the 
Hyderabad State Museum and that the Asutosh Museum has 
produced a catalogue of indigenous coins in its possession. I 
am also glad tosay that the Trustees of the Indian Museum 
have decided to bring up-to-date Smith’s invaluable catalogue 
and have commissioned the veteran Dr. J. N. Banerjea for 
the purpose. It is imperative that other museums should follow 
suit without delay ; the Government of India are prepared to 
give grants-in-aid for the purpose. The case of private 

21 
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collections is more difficult, for here we can only depend on 
the goodwill of the owners in bringing their collections to public 
notice in the form of catalogues ; sometimes they may be chary 
of doing so for a variety of reasons. 


“The 1955-session of the Central Advisory Board of 
Archaeology adopted a resolution of Dr. A. S, Altekar to the 
effect that steps should be taken to examine the coins that had 
reached some of the State Governments as a result of the 
merger of the former Princely States. Accordingly, the 
Archaeological Survey of India entrusted the work to the 
distinguished numismatist Shri C. R. Singhal, who examined 
and prepared a working-list of over six hundred coins in the 
Jaipur Treasury and over seven thousand coins in 
the Gwalior Treasury. But this is only a fraction of 
the task of bringing to light coins lying hidden in official 
chests. Perhaps many Government Treasuries and the Mints 
have with them collections which should be brought to notice 
and should even be transferred to more easily accessible 
institutions such as museums, where they will be better 
utilized. I am sure our State Museums can take effective steps 
in this direction with little effort. 


Se 


——Ó—— 


“An administrator-member of the Central Advisory Board 
of Museums and Archaeology in 1953 drew the attention of i 
the Boards to the dearth of competent numismalists in the } 
country to hold charge of coin-collections in museums. To 
judge from the papers published in the Journal of the Society 
it appears that senior Persons no longer solely hold the ground 
of numismatic studies but the younger generation is also coming 
forward. Yet the administrator's difficulties may be genuine, 
as equally genuine is the apprehension that young epigraphists 
are dwindling in number. I am afraid short-term training in 
these subjects, such as is being imparted in some universities 
in their diploma-courses, is not a Complete solution to the 
problem ; it no doubt promotes the acquisition of some 
knowledge but does not Produce specialists. Some thoughts 
have to be bestowed on the problem. 


“This reminds me of the question of coins in relation to 
their repositories — the museums : how coins should be accessioned 
and arranged into collections for display, Study and reserve, 
how the display can be made attractive and instructive to the 
lay-visitor, whether a uniform system of accessioning and 
Cataloguing can be evolved. But these are matters which 
mainly concern museologists and had best be discussed by 
them. I shall confine myself only to one aspect, viz. the need 
to make available hundreds of replicas of different varieties of 
coins — to fill the lacunae in museums and other Collections, for 
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educative purposes, to satisfy public hobby and also for 
numismatic research. There is money in the proposition both 
for the owner and the enterpriser, all the more so if both the 
bodies are combined in one. 


“I shall conclude my remarks by referring to the Society's 
programme of publishing Corpuses of Indian coins. I learn 
that the estimated expenditure on editing and printing each 
volume is Rs. 35,000. The Government of India have 
promised a grant to the extent of fifty per cent of the expendi- 
ture, subject toa maximum of Rs. 15,000 per volume, for the 
first two volumes to start with, to be published by 1966, in 
lieu of one hundred and fifty copies of each. The Society is 
now naturally worried about finding the remaining fifty per 
cent and has appealed to the State Governments for help. 
Let us hope that paucity of funds will not stand in the way 
of the materialization of this laudable project." 


Dr. Moti Chandra then thanked Shri Ghosh for his learned 
and inspiring Address, the audience for their presence and 
patient hearing and the authorities of the All India Oriental 
Conference for having invited the Numismatic Society of India 
to hold its session at Gauhati and provided all facilities for it. 


* * * * 


General Business Meeting 


The General Business Meeting of the Society was held the 
next day, on the 3rd January, 1965. In the absence of the 
Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, Dr. Rama Rao presided over the 
Meeting. The following members were present : 


1. Shri A. Ghosh 
Dr. M. Rama Rao 

3. Dr. Moti Chandra 

4. Dr. A. K. Narain 

5. Dr. V. S. Agrawala 

6. Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra 

7. Dr. P. L, Gupta 

8. Prof. Jagannath Agrawal 
9. Dr. T. V. Mahalingam 
10. Shri Balchandra Jain 
11. Shri K. D. Bajpai 
12. Shri G. H. Khare 
13. Shri A. V. Pandya 
14. Shri J. M. Nanavati 
15. Dr. A. K. Bhattacharya 
16. Shri P. N. Mohandas 
17. Shri R. Subrahmanyam 
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18. Shri M. C. Das 

19. Shri Satya Prakash 

20. Shri Braja Dulal Chattopadhyaya 
21. Acharya Bhagwan Deva 
22. Shri Yogananda 

23. Dr. A. M. Shastri 

24. Shri Shivaji Singh 

25. Dr. J. S. Mishra 

26. Shri H. A. Phadke 

27. Shri P. V. Ranade 

28. Shri J. N. Tiwari 

29. Shri S. N. Sahai. 


Before taking up the normal business, the Meeting passed 
condolence resolutions on the sad death of the Late Prime 
Minister of India Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru and the Late Dr. 
John Walkar and the members stood up to observe two-minutes’ 
silence. 


General Secretary's Report 


The General Secretary, Dr. A. K. Narain, then presented 
a report on the activities of the Society during the past year. 
In this report, he informed the members that the normal acti- 
vities of the Society had proceeded satisfactorilly during the 
year. Besides attending to the increasing number of enquiries 
from coin-collectors and numismatics, the Society published, 
since the last conference, the part II of Vol. XXV of JN. S7, and 
pt. I of Vol. XXVI. He assured that since pt. II of Vol. XXVI 
is also in press and is expected to be released shortly, the 
Society is maintaining the timely publication of its research 
journal. About the other publications, the General Secretary 
informed that the Supplement to the Bibliography of Indian 
Coins is expected to be released early next year and there is a 
proposal to bring out next year at least two monographs under 
the Numismatic Notes and Monographs series of the Society. 


In connexion with Society's publications programme, the 
General Secretary informed the Meeting that happily at last 
some definite progress had been made towards the publication of 
the series Corpus of Indian Coins. He said that the Government 
of India have agreed to help the publication of the first two 
volumes by giving an assistance upto 50% of the estimated 
expenditure on each volume, subject to a maximum of 
Rs. 15,000.00 per volume. In return, the Government expected 
150 copies of each volume free of cost. The Society's accep- 
tance of the grant had already been intimated to the Govern- 
ment and the first instalment was likely to be released shortly. 
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The General Secretary, however, pointed out that some problems 
Still remained. Most important was the problem of raising 
the remaining 50% of the expenditure. Further, since the 
Government grant was calculated on the basis of 500 copies 
of each volume whereas the Society proposed to print at least 
1000 copies of each, the extra expenditure will have to 
be borne by the Society. The Society had approached 
various State Governments in this connection, but the General 
Secretary said, since the Corpus Scheme had already been very 
much delayed, it was proposed to take up immediately the 
publication of the first two volumes of the Corpus. 


Speaking about the Library and the Museum of the 
Society, the General Secretary informed the members that the 
Government of India made a grant of Rs. 7,000.00 during the 
last financial years for the development of the Library and 
the Museum, Of this grant, Rs. 3000.00 were utilized in 
purchasing books periodicals, and Rs. 4,000.00 for negatives, 
photographs and electroplated specimens of coins. The grant 
though meagre had been most welcome and it was hoped that 
similar grants would be made available to the Society during 
the current financial year also. 


Alongwith the necessity of reorganisation and development 
of the Library and building up a Society's Museum, the General 
Secretary also emphasized the need to expand  Society's 
building. For this also the Society had prepared a plan and 
submitted it for financial assistance to the Central and the 
State Governments. Their reply was still awaited. 


While reviewing the normal activities of the Society, the 
General Secretary had earlier informed that 17 individuals 
and 3 institutions were enrolled as new members since the 
previous meeting. 


In the end, the General Secretary renewed his appeal to 
all the members of the Society, especially the influential 
members, to come to Society's help by influencing the various 
State Governments and charitable institutions to take more 
active interest in Society’s affairs and to make generous 
donations for the various plans and programmes of the Society. 


After the General Secretary’s report, the Meeting approved 
the audited statements of accounts of the Society for the year 
1963-64* as well as the estimated budget for the year 1965-66. 
The following explanations of the objections in the audited 


report were also approved. 


* Appended to the Proceedings. 
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(a)—(for objection listed at note No.5 of the report) 
Steps are being taken to realise the amount from the 
party concerned ; and 

(b)—(for objection listed at note No.6 of the report)— 
This irregularity will be avoided in future. 


Then the Honarary Fellows, Honoaary Members and Office- 
Bearers were elected as follows :-— 
Honorary Fellow — Dr. V. S. Agrawala 
Honorary Members—1. Shri C. R. Singhal, and 
2. Shri Ajit Ghose 
Office-Bearers : 
(1) Vice-Chairman—Dr. M. Rama Rao 
(2) Asstt. Secretary—Shri J. N. Tiwari 
(3) Executive Council— 
Shri A. Ghosh 
Dr. A. K. Bhattacharya 
Shri K. D. Bajpai 
Dr. P. L. Gupta 
Shri B. C. Jain 
Shri J. M. Nanavati 
Shri G. H. Khare 
Shri P. N. Mohandas 
(4) President (for the year 1965)— 
Prof. Jagannath Agrawal. 


PN NMR bmc 


After the elections, the following resolutions were passed 
at the Meeting : 


Resolutions 


1. The Society thanks the Government of India for accepting 
the scheme of the publication of the Corpus of Indian Coins 
in 10 volumes by the Society and for agreeing to meet 
half of the cost of the publication of the two volumes in 
the first instance. It further requests the various State 
Governments to financially assist the Society to complete 
this important project. 


2. The Society, while reiterating its resolution passed at 
the Poona session last year, emphasizes the desirability 
of exempting the ancient gold coins from the Gold 
Control Order, and expresses its disappointment at the 
absence of such provision in Gold Control Act recently 
passed. The Society further appoints a Committee 
consisting of the Genera] Secretary, the President and 
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E er CU to fame rules in respect of collection of 
: Or submission t 

err o the Government for 
The Society, while re-iteratin 
the Poona session last year, 
India and the State Governme 


) simplify ` the 
procedure regarding acquitsition and payment to the 
owners and finders of Treasure Troves as recommended 
by the Central Asvisory Board of Archaeology. 

The Society requests the Government of India and the 
State Governments to place the name of the Numismatic 
Society's Museum on the distribution list of Treasure 


Trove coins, giving it the place next to the National 
Museum of India. 


The Society feels that in many States, The Treasure 
Trove finds are indifferently treated, and they are not 
properly reported, examined or published. The Society 
therefore urges upon the State Governments to take 
effective steps to acquire the finds and send them to 


„the State Museums for study and preservation. 


It has come to the notice of the Society that large number 
of coins of historical interest are lying unexamined in 
the State Treasuries. "Therefore the Society requests the 
State Governments to issue orders to Treasury Officers to 
send such coins to the State Museums for study and 
preservation. 


The Society congratulates the Government of Andhra 
Pradesh for publishing catalogues of coins in the State 
Museum, Hyderabad; and filling the extreme necessity 
of the publication of similar catalogues of coins deposited 
in other museums in the country, particularly those at 
Gwalior, Jaipur, Nagpur, Madras, Patna and Lucknow, it 
urges upon the respective State Governments to take 
immediate steps in this direction and complete the work 
with the financial assistance available to them for this 
purpose from the Government of India. If necessary, the 
Society will be glad to offer its co-operation and help. l 
To encourage the growing interest in the modern coins, 
the Society urges upon the Government of India to frame 
rules for the supply of proofs and new coins on the lines 
current in the British and United States Mints. The 
Society further feels that more liberal rules should be 
framed by the Government for granting licences for export 
of the machine—made Indian coins of the British period. 
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9. The Society feels the necessity of establishing an Institute 
of Numismatics to encourage numismatic studies and 
authorises the Executive Committee to prepare an 
exhaustive scheme and to find ways and means to ; 
implement it. 

10. Resolved that an appeal for financial help for publications 
be made to the Central Advisory Board of Museums in the 
name of the Musem of the Numismatic Society of India. 


11.. Resolved that the next Meeting of the Numismatic Society 
of India may be held at its headquarters at Varanasi as 
an experimental measure. 

Heading of Papers 
Reading of Papers was taken up immediately after the 
Business Meeting. The President, Shri A. Gbosh, took the 
Chair and the following papers were read and discussed : 


1. B. Ch. Chhabra— Fresh discovery of two silver coins 
of Alexander the Great. 


2. Jagannath Agrawal—A rare clay sealing from Sunet. 


3. P. V. Ranade—A copper coin of Wima Kadphises 
from Aurangabad.* 


4. ALK. Bhattacharya— 


(1) An interesting hoard of cast coins 
from Harinarayanpur, West Ben- 
gal, in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta;t and 


(2) Three coins of Shamsuddin 
Ahmad Shah of Bengal in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta.f 


R. Subrabmanyam—A coin hoard from Kamrej. 
K. D. Bajpai— (1) A unique gold coin o£ Harsha ; and 
(2) Copper Coinage of the Guptas.f 
7. A.V. Pandya— A find of Kshatrapa coins from Deva 
in Gujarat. 
8. Ajaya Mitra Shastri—Some observations on Audum- 
bara Coinage. * 
9. G.H. Khare— Some coins from the Goa State, 
10. Braj Dulal Chattopadhyaya— Politica] Significance of 


‘Altar’ type coins of 
Skandagupta. 


C^ C1 


* Published elsewhere in this issue. 


1 These Papers were read but 
mined eee SSE taken back by the authors, to be sub- 
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marked coins from 
Ms : A r D. Pradesh and a 
on it is published in this issue elsewhere. ‘A rare Bah 


Gambhira Singh cf Manipur’ by S. P, Basu, which was sub- 


mitted for reading was taken to be read in the absence of the 
author. , On this occasion, Acharya Bhagwan Deva of Rohtak 
also exhibited some coins and seals. 


Tee" * 
Somers dd teTezot OT aa a teteToz Laten E RAT ROATA odoo 
x Z Zoa oe 


BUY and SELL any kind of Indian or foreign coins :— 


eeste 
Testes? 
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Wanted, in quantity genuine and fine condition coins of silver, 
copper and gold 


Whe Cete Qt 


RO 
ezee 


Indo-Greek, Parthian, Bassanian, Gupta, Mughal, 
Zodiac and others, Indian native-states silver 


rupees and others. $ 
Paper money of India from early to date. $ 
Error and vareity wants all kinds. * 
War Medals, and other fine medals. i 


Te? 


Antiques, Curios, Stamps etc; eto P 


Please write with details and prices :— 


SANTOSH KUMAR, 

Numismatist, Philatelist, Antiques, Curios and Arts, etc Bo 
8/10“G” Block, Connaught Circus, Radial Road, No. 2, 
Opp; Regal Park, New Delhi-1. Phone—with 46184. 


OO a ME a Lome ae 


References :—Life member : Numismatic Society of India, Varanasi. 
Life member ; Empire of India Philatelic Society, Bombay-1. 
Life member : Fine Arta & Crafts Society, New Delhi. 
Member: ATA, U.S.A. 
Member : BACC, Canada. 
Indo-Amen ; Banglore. 
IPSC. Hongkong. 
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Auditor's Report 


The Secretary, 
Numismatic Society of India, 
B. H. U., Varanasi-5. 


Dear Sir, 


In terms of our report mentioned on the Balance Sheet as 
at 31st March, 1964 we report that we have examined the 
annexed Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1964 and the annexed 
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended on 1st 
April, 1963 to 31st March 1964 of the Numismatic Society of 
India, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi with books and 
vouchers and bid to report that we obtained all the information 
and explanation we have required. In our opinion the annexed 
Balance Sheet exhibits a true and correct view of information 
and explanations given to us and as shown by the books of 
the Society : 


1. That Furniture Fund and Strong Room Fund 
amounting to Rs. 3000/- and Rs. 2,900|- has been 
transferred from General Fund. 


2. Asumof Rs. 2,920.20 n.p. has been incurred out of 
General Fund of the Society. 


3. A sum of Rs. 90[- has been incurred in construction of 
Strong Room against its specific grants of Rs. 2,500)- 
has been met from the General Fund. 

4. The cost of Duplicator worth Rs. 570|- has been 
incurred out of the General Fund of the Society. 

5. A sum of Rs. 85/-27 shown as Sundry Advances 
during March 1963 has not been recovered upto the 
year March, 1964. This should be realised or 
adjusted, : 

6. Itisfound the cheques deposited in the bank were 
recorded in the books after a gap of a fortnight or so. 


GHANSHYAM DAs & Co. 
Chartered Accountant. 
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NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF 
Balance Sheet as at 


Figure of the} CAPITAL AND EP! Rs. nP. 
previous Year LIABILITIES 
Rs. nP. 
Furniture Fund : 
Maharastra Govern- 
ment 1962-63 3,000 00 
Library Fund : 
Non-recurring grant 
from Central Govt. 
1963-64 3,000 00 
Museum Fund : 
Non-recurring grant 
from Central Govt. 
1963-64 4,000 00 
Strong Room Fund: 
Non-recurring grant 
from Central Govt. 
1962-63 2,500 00 
7,059 43 | Special Publication 
Fund: 7,059 43 
35,191 53 | Building Fund : 35:101/59553 
Addition during the 
year 71 06 | 35,262 59 


1 23 | Sundry Advance 1 23 
848 00 | Sundry Liabilities to 
Editor's Honorarium 


Contribution Charges 1,016 00 
531 00 | Sundry Liabilities for 
Gupta Coins ' 531 00 


455 00 | Sundry Liabilities for 
Golden Jubilee Ex- 


penses, 455 00 
13,849 11 | General Fund : 8,349 11 
Add Excess of Income 
over Expenditure 1,071 82 9,420 93 
58,535 30 Total ... ee te 66846 18. 
ee eee 
A. K. NARAIN R. G. CHANDRA J. L. PANDEY 
Secretary Treasurer Accountant 
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INDIA B.H.U., VARANASI. 


SIst. March 1964. 
eee 


Figure of the ASSETS AND | 

previous Year| PROPERTIES Rs nP.| Rs. nP. 
Rs. nP. 

34,171 00 | Building 34,171 00 
720 50 | Medal (Dies) AJC 720 50 
3,038 48 | Furniture A/C: 3,038 48 

Addition during the 
year 3,370 07 
6,408 55 
Less Depreciation for 
the year 488 35 5,920 20 
Duplicator A/C : 600 00 
Less Depreciation for 
the year. 30 00 570 00 
Loans and Advances : 
25 00 | Advance to staff 20 00 
85. 27 | Sundry advance 85 27 105 27 
287 16 | Library (At Cost). 287 16 


7,000 00 | Investment (at cost) 
National Saving Cer- 


tificate 7,000 00 
Strong Room 2,590 00 
Cash and Bank 
Balances : see 
12,764 90 | With State Bank o 
India Ltd., C/A. 15,273 30 
442 99 | Cash in hand 208 75| 15,482 05 
58,535 30 Total ... 66,846 18 
Tes 
As per our separate report on that date. 
Dated 1st August, 1964 GHANSHYAM Das & Co., 
Vuranasi Chartered Accountants. 
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NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF 
Income and Expenditure Account for 


eee SSS ES 


Figure of the! EXPENDITURE Rs. nP.| Rs. nP. 
previous year 


Rs. nP 
4,119 36 | To Printing and Sta- 5,590 38 
tionery 
1,2768 00 | , Contribution Char- 476 00 
ges 
800 00| , Postage & Tele- EWA 28 
grams 
2,082 00 | , Salary & Allow- 3,470 91 
ance 
68 20 | ,, Bank Commission 50 38 
110 84| ,, Sundry Expenses 20 93 
115 13] .,, Travelling and 46 52 
Conveyance 
200 00] ,, Auditor's Honora- 140 00 
à rium 
1,900 00 | , Editor's Honora- 1,100 00 
rium E 
ns I. 5 Annual Conference 315 00 
» Garden Expenses 
TGs 00).)) SEED See o Smee 
Assets : 
Duplicator 30 00 
Furniture 488 35 518 35 
8,281 50 | , Excess of Income aee cord 
over Expenditure nL 
20,210 06 Um 
"Total Rs. 13,952 54 
A. K. NARAIN R. G. CHAND 
NM (oed RA J.L. PANDEY 
ay Accountant 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


SN ae 


" eie - 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


| 
i 
< 
d 1964] PROC. OF THE 53RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 301 
INDIA B.H.U. VA RANASI. 
the year ended 31st Mareh 1964. s 
———— 
Figure of the 
tovs yeat INCOME Rs. nP. Rs. nP. 
Rs. nP 
3,835 37 | By Sale of Publications 2,830 34 
2023 E72] » Subscriptions 2,692 20 
30) 00] Advertisements 30 00 
m 1,000 00 » Donations 300 00 
500 00 | , Life Membership 
Subscription 500 00 
621 48 | , Golden Jubilees 
j Advance 
12,200 00 » Government 
Grants : 
Recurring Grants: 
Director of Public 
Instruction Orissa, 
Cuttak 1962.63 300 00 
Madhya Pradesh 
Govt, 1962-63 — . 300 00 
Rajasthan Govt. 
1962-63 300 00 
Director of Public 
Andhra Pradesh, 
Hyderabad 
1962-63 1,000 00 
Madras Govt. 
A 1962-63 300 00 
2k Bihar Govt. ; 
1963-64 300 00 
| Central Govt. | - à 
| 1963-64 4,000 00 
| U.P. Govt. 
| 1963-64 500 00 
Madhya Pradesh 
Govt. 1963-64 300°, 00 
Madras Govt. 
1963-64 300 00 7,600 00 
i 20,310 06 Total Rs. | 13,952 52 | 13,952 54 
i : As per our separate report on that date. 
Dated 1st August, 1964. GHANSHYAM Das & Co. 
x Varanasi Chartered Accountants. 
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210. Curator, : 
Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi, East Pakistan, 
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211. Curator, 
Tipu Sultan Museum, Srirangapatanam, Mysore. — (1961) 
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Fort Museum, Fort St. George, Madras. (1956) 
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213. Curator, 


Archaeological Museum, Mathura, U.P* (1958) 

214. The Curator, 
Hyderabad Museum, Hyderabad. (1957) 

215. . The Curator, 
Jamnagar Museum, Jamnagar. (1956) 

216. The Curator, 
(1956) 


Junagadh Museum, Junagadh. 


217. The Curator, 
Lady Wilson Museum, P.O. Dharampur, Distt. Surat. 


(1956) 
218. The Curator, 
M. G. M. Museum, Raipur, M. P. (1957) 
219. The Curator, i 
Mysore Government Museum, Banglore. (1956) 
220. The Curator, 
Patna Museum, Patna. (1955) 
221. The Curator, 
Rajputana Museum, Ajmer. (1957) 
222. The Curator, 
Scindia Oriental Institute, Ujjain. (1956) 
223. The Curator, 


Watson Museum, Rajkot, Kathiawar. (1956) 


224. The Curotor, 
Hampi Museum, Department of Archaeology, P. O, 
Kamalapuram, Distt, Bellary. (1956) 


225. The Curator, 
Assam State Museum, Gauhati. (1957) 


226. Curator, 
Dacca Museum, Ramna, Dacca, East Pakistan. (1953) 
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230. 
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232. 
233. 
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235. 


236. 


237. 


238. 


The Curator, 


Chandradhari Museum, The Mansarovar (Dighi House), 
Darabhanga, Behar. 


Curator, 

Punjab Government Museum, Moti Bagh Palace, Patiala. 
(1964) 

Curator, 

Bhuri Singh Museum, Chamba. (1964) 

Curator, 

Sri Rajni Parekh Arts College, Khambhat, Gujrat State, 
(1963) 

Curator, 

State Museum, Dhubela, Nowgong, M.P. (1962) 


Superintendent, 
Department of Archaeology, Excavations Branch, 


Nagpur. (1961) 

Superintendent, 

Department of Archaeology, Western Circle, Baroda. 
(1959) 


Superintendent, 
Archaeological Survey of India, South Eastern Circle, 


Adikmet, University Road, Hyderabad-7. (1954) 
Superintendent, pe 
Archaeology & Museum, Jaipur State, Jaipur. (1956) 


Superintendent, 
Saraswati Bhavan, Udaipur. (1956) 


Superintendent, 
Archaeology Department, Central Circle, Agra. (1955) 


Superintendent, 


Research and Museums, Bhubaneswar, Orissa. (1940) 
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239. Superintendent, 
Bhopal. =: - (1954) 


240. Superintendent, E er Js 
Archaeology & Museum, Udaipur Circle, Udaipit 4.455) 


2 


Department of Archaeology, Temple Survey Project, | 
| 


241. Superintendent, à * 
Archaeological Survey of India, South Western ‘Circle, : | 


Aurangabad. (1962) ! 
242. Director, A . ! 
Museum & Picture Gallery, Baroda. > =. (1950) j 
243. Asstt. Director, | 
Archaeology and Museums, Indore, (1957) | 
244. The Director; i 
National Museum, Janpath, New Delhi, - (1961) : | 
245. Director, f 
State Museum, Lucknow. (1958) 


246. Director, T | 
Institute of Archaeology, -Vallabh Vidyanagar, | 
(Via Anand) Bombay State. (1949) | 
247. Director, : 
Mithila Institute of Post Graduate Studies and Research 
in Sanskrit Learning, Darbhanga, Bihar. (1957) | 


248. Director, General of Archaeology in India, 2 
New Delhi-11. Vati (1955) 


249. Director, 
Archaeology and Museum, Public Garden, Trivandrum. 


(1960) 
250. Director, é 
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, ` ~ (1957) 
251. Director, Ps 
Kannada Research Institute, Dharwar. (1954) 
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252. 


Dy. Director, 
Archaeology and Museum, Raipur, Madhya Pradesh. 


Librarian, 
Mysore University, Mysore. (1956) 
Librarian, 
University Library, Bombay. (1954) 
Librarian, 


University Library, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi-5. 


(1940) 
Librarian, 
University of Allahabad, Allahabad. (1959) 
Librarian, 
School of Oriental & African Studies, University of 
London, London W.C.1. (1948) 
Librarian, 


Ravenshaw College, Kanika Library, Calcutta-3. (1951) 


Librarian, 
Nagpur University, Nagpur. (1940) 


Librarian, 
Meerut College Library, Meerut, U.P. . (1946) 


Librarian, 
Tagore Library, Lucknow Uuiversity, Lucknow. . (1950) 


Librarian, 

The India Institute Library, Department of  Bodlien 

Library, Oxford, England. : (1960) 

Librarian, 

Common Wealth Relations Office, King Charles Street, 

Whitehall, London S.W.1. (1952) 
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264. Librarian, 
Calcutta University Library, Ashutosh Bldg., Calcutta, 
(1945) 


265. Librarian, , 
Bursar University of Mysore, Mysore. (1953) 


206. Librarian, 
East Punjab University Library, Chandigarh-3, (1942) 


267. Librarian, 
Delhi University Library, University Building, Delhi.8, 
(1957) 


268, Librarian, 
Vishwabharti, P. O. Santiniketan, Distt. Birbhum, West 


Bengal. (1964) 


269. Librarian, 
Andhra University Library, Waltair. (1959) 


270. Librarian, 
University of Saugor, Saugor, M. P, (1961) 


271. Librarian, 
University of Jabalpur, Jabalpur. (1961) 


272. Librarian, 
University of Gorakhpur, Gorakhpur. (1961) 


273. Librarian-in-charge, 
Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, Nalanda, Patna, (1961) 


274. Librarian, 
Ranchi University Library, Ranchi. (1961) 


275. Mukherjee Library, 
10, Sarbakhan Road, Calcutta, 37. 


276. Assistant Secretary, : 
North East Frontieer Agency, Secretariat, Shillong. (1961) 
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277. Asstt. Librarian, - m 
University of Burdawan, Burdwan, West-Bengal. . - 


278. Asstt. Secretary, 
Gujrat Vidya Sabha, Raikhad Ahmedabad. (1949) 


279. Asstt. Librarian, 
Institute of Indic Studies Library, Kurukshetra Univer- 
sity, Kurukshetra, is 
280. Secretary, 


American Numismatic Society, Broadway at 156th Street, 
New York City. : (1940) 


281. Secretary, A j 
Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society, Town Hall, 
Bombay. (1918) 


282. Secretary, 
State Board for Historical Records and Ancient Monu- 
ments, Government of Bombay, Secretariate Record Office, 
Elphinston College Building, Bombay-1. '^ (1956) 


283. Spink and Sons, 
5-7, King Strect, St. James, London, S. W.1. (1952) 


284. Principal, : E 
G. D. College, Begusarai. (1957) 


285. Principal, 
D.S.C. Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Raipur, M.P. (1959) 


286. Principal, 
Government College, Ajmer. 


287. Librarian, 
Sri Venketeswara University Library, P. O. Box No. 17, 
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. (1962) 


288. Librarian, : 
‘Smt, Hansa Mehta Library, M. S. University of Baroda, 
Baroda. (1962) 
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289. Librarian, | 
Rajshahi University Library, East, Pakistan. (1962) 


290. The Librarian, s 
Vidyalankara University of Ceylon, Kelaniya, Ceylon. 
(1963) 


291. Head of the Department of Anc. Ind. History Culture 
and Archaeology, Vikrama University, Ujjain. (1961) 


292. Head of the Department of Ancient Indian History 
Culture and Archaeology, University of Allahabad, 
Allahabad. ; (1961) 


293. Head of the Department of Ancient Indian History, 
Culture and Archaeology, University of Patna, Patna. 
: (1959) 


294. MJS B. A. Seaby, Ltd., 65, Great Portland Street, London 
. W.1. 


295. The High Commissioner for Australia, Connaught Place, 
New Delhi-1, 


296. M/S Krishna H. Prodhan, 4 Prodhan's Cottage, Darjeeling, 
India. 
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